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Chaperones
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Nelson and Karen Parker: parker23@knology.net

Hospitality
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Monica Geiss: 881-4314; MGeis@juno.com
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Grissom Band Parents Association, Inc.
Newsletter

July 2004
Editors - Mitzi Crawford & Judy Hardwick

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Parents,

Greetings, and welcome to a new year for Grissom Band!! I am very
excited to be serving as your President! Please read your newsletter
carefully and make a note of the dates that your child will be involved
with Band activities. July is almost over and Band Camp is just around the
corner! I hope that your child is practicing their instrument and looking
forward to a week of hard work and fellowship.

Grissom Band is a wonderful organization with very high standards! This
is due to the hard work of our directors, our students, and our PARENTS! I
have set a personal goal of trying to get more parents involved in the
Organization. I promise you, although it is hard work and time-consuming,
you will feel rewarded!! Therefore, on August 6th, at 6 PM, we are having
a “Spirit-Building” cookout at GHS for Band members and their families. We
have activities planned for all, and lots of good food and fellowship.
Please mark your calendars and plan to come and meet the directors and
other band parents. More information and sign-up sheets will be available
at Uniform Fitting.

Let me extend a personal welcome to the freshman band parents! We are
glad to have you as a part of our organization. I must warn you, though:
Get ready for a whirlwind of a football season and practices. I would
encourage you to attend the football games and watch the changes and maturity
in your child. It is amazing, and you will be proud of the band and their
accomplishments!

The trip to Hawaii is just around the corner. If you haven't made your
final payments, please get them in as soon as possible. If you have any questions
about your balance, please contact Jim Kirsch (jckirsch@knology.net). They will be
happy to assist you.

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions at the phone number or
email address below. Our first Band Parent Meeting is August 30th, so mark
your calendar and plan to attend. Enjoy the rest of the summer and I'll
see you at the picnic on August 6th.

Cherry Hovik
President 2004/2005
882-6190
cjhovik@comcast.net



Page 2

Chaperones Wanted!

Welcome Back to another Great Band Year!
Loren and I will be at Uniform Fitting to have you sign up for
chaperoning this year. Also, there will be a notary to notarize the
Medical Release Form for 2004-2005 if you have not done this
already. The students must have a new one yearly and we must
have a form on your student before they can ride on the bus.
This year the HCS system changed the form.
Looking forward to seeing everyone!
Debbie and Loren

It's that time again! Uniform Fitting.
Fittings start the day before pre-camp, that way the last night of pre-
camp is free for the kids who want to go to the DCI performance.
Please make your assigned time. If you have a conflict with this time,
one make-up session has been scheduled. Black band shoes ($30) and
guard shoes ($25 approx) will be ordered at this time also.

P.S: Kids with long hair must pull it up for hat fitting, since that is
how they will need to wear it while marching. Helpers are always needed. No sewing required, just a friendly face!
This is a great way to meet other parents, and kids too. Please feel free to call.
Tiffeny Hubbard
880-3669

July 27 Seniors 5PM

Juniors 7PM

July 28 Sophomores 5PM

Make-up 7PM

July 29 Freshmen (last name A-L) 5-7PM

Freshmen (last name M-Z) 7-9PM

Crank ‘em up...move ‘em out!!

It will soon be time to crank'em up and move'em out. The trucks commit-

tee has the HELP WANTED sign out. If you would like to be a part of a

fun group that is essential to the band, join us! We transport the

equipment to and from the games and competitions. We also work with

the bandmembers to get the equiment on the field. And, of course, there

are always the "other duties as needed" to fill.

Contact Rick at 650-5955, e-mail rhc@knology.net for more information!
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Director's Notes

Welcome Back!! Wow, what a fast summer! The Color Guard and Percussion have
been working all summer in preparation for this year's marching season and are
looking and sounding great! Now it is time for us all to come together and work as
one to have a rewarding season. The music for this year is Stormworks by
Stephen Melillo arranged by Mr. Ed Gaston of Walt Disney World and is
posted on the website for you to download and PRACTICE.

We will participate in two marching contests this fall. The first one will be
September 25th and the second one October 2nd. September 25th will be back to
the Columbia High School show in Columbia Tennessee. October 2nd will be in
Marrietta, Georgia at the Lassiter High School Band's Invitational Contest. We will
travel to Atlanta Saturday morning, participate in the contest that afternoon and
evening, spend the night in Atlanta and depart Sunday, October 3rd to return to
Huntsville. More details as we get closer to these contests. These performances are
required for all marching band members and are fabulous opportunities for fun and
adventure.

Please refer to the band website for all upcoming band events. We have included in this newsletter information for all New
Grissom Band members. It would be a good idea for everyone to review this information because it applies to everyone.
The marching music IS posted on the website for you to download and practice. All of the stand music is already posted so
you can begin learning it too. You will need the following to access the music. Name: student and Password:
bandontherun Please download this and print out your parts. We ask that each playing member of the band, with the
exception of the pit percussion, have a flip folder by Pre-Camp to hold all music for the fall.

All students, whether returning or new, are required to have a notarized medical form on file to be able to participate in
band activities. All veterans must fill out a new form each year! Please take care of this prior to July 28th. A form is
included in this newsletter.

Camp Schedule

Color Guard Camp
(Sabres/Rifles)

July 26-29 2-5PM

Band Pre-Camp
(ALL Members)

July 28-30 8AM-12PM

Band Camp
(ALL Members)

August 2-6 8AM-12PM
1:30-4PM
6-9PM
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BAND CALENDAR 2004-2005
Please refer to the web site for the 2004-2005 Band Calendar of events, which includes rehearsals, football games,
competitions, concerts, trips, etc. All of the events posted are required attendance for all members. We will hand out
copies of this schedule during band camp and when school starts. Refer to the online handbook for information concerning
rehearsal/performance attendance: http://www.grissomband.org/handbook.pdf. We look forward to a fun, exciting, and
rewarding marching season and the chance to meet all new parents at the Picnic on Friday, August 6th.

Grissom Band Member Information
Listed below are important dates and reminders for all Grissom Band Members. If you ever have any questions, please call
the band room at 881-1075 or email the band directors:
Mr. Connell llennoc1@aol.com
Mr. Vernon jtvjazz@knology.net

*Grissom Band Website: a plethora of information. Check it often! www.grissomband.org

*Grissom Band Handbook: posted on the website for downloading. Please read this handbook. It will answer many of
your questions about the Grissom Band Program.

*Summer dates: Please check the website for all band activities throughout the summer. These are very important
rehearsals that will put you behind if you miss.

*Band Fees and uniform fittings: Band fees are $500.00. The $300.00 CASH PORTION of your student's fees is due at
uniform fitting July 27-29. You are encouraged to make smaller payments in each summer month. For example, you may
pay $100 in June, $100 in July, with the final payment of $100 made at the time of uniform fitting.

The "CASH OR EQUIVALENT CREDITS" portion of the fees is the portion formerly known as Fair Share. We are
phasing out the use of this terminology because it seemed to confuse everyone. That $200 can either be paid with cash OR
it can be paid by credit earned by working at certain eligible fund-raisers (i.e., fruit sales, VIPERS, flower sale, rummage
sale) or buy buying scrip. $100.00 is due November 1st and the final $100.00 is due March 31st. Because a majority of
the band's expenses are incurred during marching season, prompt payment of your fees is crucial to the band program! A
20% penalty will be applied to the unpaid fees if not received by September 1st. Students who are exempt from school
fees based on their family income are exempt from all band fees. Payments can be mailed or placed in the treasurer's box in
the bandroom.
Check only NO CASH.
Grissom Band Parents Association
P. O. Box 4335
Huntsville, AL 35815

*Car Washes: Thank you to all students who have worked and had fun at the Car Washes this summer and a big thank you
to Christina Weinzettle, Lisa Berry and Sarah Dowling for organizing the schedule. Please check the website for future car
wash dates.

*DCI show at MTSU: We are planning a trip to a Drum Corp Show at Middle Tennessee State University on Friday,
July 30th after Freshmen orientation which begins at 1:00pm at Grissom. We will plan on leaving around 3:00pm and
return after midnight. The cost of a ticket will be $15.00 plus transportation costs of approx. $15.00. Please make sure you
have paid a total of $30 if you are riding the bus. Thank you!
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*Summer band uniform: for the first few football games. Each band member is required to have a pair of Khaki shorts
and WHITE tennis shoes to wear along with the band T-shirt for the first few football games when it is so hot. We prefer a
knee length (or as close to that as possible) Khaki pant for everyone.

*WHITE TENNIS SHOES: We ask that each member of the marching band wear a pair of WHITE tennis shoes to all
marching band rehearsals. These do not have to be $200.00 shoes. Please make sure the color of the shoe is majority
WHITE. This helps the directors fix many foot problems during the season when they all are close to the same color.
Thank you!

*Instrument Rental: If you are playing a Grissom Band owned instrument, you will pay a per semester rental fee of
$45.00 for summer, fall and spring. The following instruments have a rental fee: Sousaphones/Tubas, all percussionists,
Mellophone (marching French Horn), Concert Baritones, Bass Clarinets, Baritone Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone (as
available), piccolos (as available) and Bassoons.

*Marching Band music: All of the stand music and SHOW MUSIC for the marching band is posted on the band's website
under Show Music. To access it you must have the username: student and password: bandontherun. Please bring a copy of
all of the show music when you arrive at Pre-Camp on Wednesday. There are even some sound files that you can listen to.
You can check to see what part you will play on the website also. All files are in pdf format. Adobe Acrobat Reader files.
Our theme for the show is Stormworks with music by Stephen Melillo.

*Uniform Fitting: July 27-29. Each class will be assigned a specific night for fittings. Please refer to the information in
this newsletter for specifics. All new marchers will be required to order a pair of black marching shoes from the band at
approx. $30.00. Any veteran marchers who need new shoes will order at this time also. Black gloves will be sold prior to
the first performance in uniform. Be sure to come our your assigned night and time to make this go as smooth as possible.

*Pre-Camp and Band Camp: These rehearsals are required for all marching band members and are part of your grade for
the first nine weeks of school. Pre-Camp for all marching band members is July 28-30 from 8am-12pm. Marching
fundamentals and music will be practiced. Band-Camp is August 2-6 with three sessions. 1. 8:00am-12:00pm (outside
learning the show) 2. 1:30-4:00pm (inside working on music and equipment work) 3. 6:00-9:00pm (outside working on
show). We get so much done during these camps and have a great time doing it!

Parent/Alumni Night at the Ballgame

Did you play in your high school band? Do you still have access to
an instrument? Do you still hum your part when you hear Tiger
Rag? If so, WE NEED YOU! On Thursday, October 14, at the
Austin-Grissom game, we are having Family Night! We will be
forming a parent/alumni band to play during the 3rd quarter at the
football game. Interested???? Even if you haven't played since
high school, but think you could squeak or squawk out a B-flat
concert scale, come and join in the fun. Who knows, we might
even surprise ourselves with our sound. Music/rehearsal
opportunities will be provided, so please contact me at
cjhovik@comcast.net and let me know your name/instrument. I
look forward to hearing from you soon!
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*Rehearsal Attendance: Attendance at all scheduled rehearsals (full band and sectionals) and performances is required of
all members of the band program. Unexcused absences or frequent tardiness will lower your grade and hinder you from
performing. It is your responsibility to notify the band director in advance (at least 2 weeks) with a signed note from your
parent if you will miss a rehearsal. You must make up all missed rehearsals (excused or unexcused) by staying after school,
making up the lost time, and passing off music with the director. Failure to do so within one week will result in your grade
being lowered 10 pts. per missed rehearsal during that 9-week period. We request that 2 weeks prior to a performance no
rehearsal is to be missed; no excuses except family emergencies. The student will not be allowed to perform with the band
and as a result they will receive a failing grade for that 9 weeks. This is why we hand out activity calendars at the beginning
of each school year and post on the web site in late June or early July.

Excused absences included the following reasons: (Must be made up within one week)
1. sickness - must have signed note from parent/guardian
2. death in the family
3. pre-arranged conflict -- must be cleared in advance (at least 2 weeks)
4. emergency doctor's appointment.

Unexcused absences include the following reasons: (Cannot be made up)
1. skipping
2. forgetting
3. employment conflict
4. babysitting
5. birthday
6. club meeting
7. make-up test that could be scheduled at a different time
8. doctor and other appointments that could be scheduled at a different time
9. trip made in disregard of band commitment
10. any other conflict not cleared in advance with the band director
11. any conflict that is not school relate
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$ Treasurer’s Box $

BAND FEES FOR THE 2004 - 2005 SCHOOL YEAR
Band fees remain UNCHANGED AGAIN this year. They are as follows:

The CASH PORTION of your student's fees is due at uniform fitting July 27-29. You are encouraged
to make smaller payments in each summer month. For example, you may pay $100 in June, $100 in
July, with the final payment of $100 made at the time of uniform fitting.

The “CASH OR EQUIVALENT CREDITS” portion of the fees is the portion formerly known as
Fair Share. We are phasing out the use of this terminology because it seemed to confuse everyone.
That $200 can either be paid with cash OR it can be paid by credit earned by working at certain
eligible fund-raisers (i.e., fruit sales, VIPERS, flower sale, rummage sale) or by buying scrip.

*** Please Be Aware!! Our band runs on VOLUNTEER SPIRIT. The vast majority of volunteer
hours that we all put in have no credit value attached to them. We do it because we love our kids and they love this band. A few
specified activities are eligible for band credits at a rate of approximately $5 per hour worked.

Scrip is an excellent way to earn credit to pay the “CASH OR EQUIVALENT CREDITS” portion. We all spend hundreds of dollars at
the grocery store. Those credits really add up fast. (Call Karen Parker for details.) The first $100 of this CASH/CREDITS portion is
due Nov. 1, 2004. The final $100 is due March 31, 2005.

PARENTS - Please plan to accompany your student to Uniform Fitting nights July 27-29. There will be mandatory paperwork that
only you can fill out and sign. You will need to pay in full your cash portion of the fees at that time, as well.

TO SUMMARIZE: If your student marches, total band dues are $500. $300 must be paid at uniform fitting. With the remaining $200,
you have the option to pay in cash or pay with earned credits. Half of this amount is due in November, half in March. Because a
majority of the band's expenses are incurred during marching season, prompt payment of your fees is crucial to the band program! A
20% penalty will be applied to the unpaid fees if not received by September 1st. Students who are exempt from school fees based
on their family income are exempt from all band fees.

SUMMER RENTAL DUE!
If your student rents an instrument from the band or uses the band's equipment as part of the percussion/pit section, your $45 summer
rental fee is due now!

All checks are to be made out to Grissom Band Parents Association - or GBPA.
Mail them to:
Grissom Band Parents Assoc.
P.O. Box 4335
Huntsville, Al 35815

Feel free to contact us with any questions. We'll do our best to help!

Cash Portion Cash or Equivalent Credits Total Band Fees

Marching $300 $200 $500

Concert Only $245 $200 $445

Guard Only $270 $100 $370

Jazz Only $150 $0 $150

Julie Ashcraft
650-5043
julie22@ashcraft.net

Kathy Francica
883-7132
KFrancica@bellsouth.net
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VIPERS Volunteers!
Thank you so much to all of you who volunteered to help out this past spring and summer. The VIPERS end their regular
season play July 17th. They are in a good place to make playoffs. If they do, we will need volunteers (eight per game).
Some of you have let me know you would still be interested in working the playoffs. Please email me
(jendav5@yahoo.com) if you would like to add your name to the list. Substitutes are very important people! Plans change
and we always need backup.

Again…thanks to all of you who worked this year.
See you at practices and games (with Stadium
Setup).

Blessings!
Jennifer Todd (c: 656-3802; w: 876-4458)

Stadium Setup Committee
Hey folks! Yes…it's that time of year again! School starts soon -- time to shift gears.
We are looking for volunteers…as always. This is the easiest committee to work (in my opinion)
and it only lasts for marching season. What do we do? We have two main functions. 1) collect and
distribute water at the games (about 5-6 volunteers); and 2) roll the black seat covers on the benches to
protect the uniforms (audience participation requested - i.e., everyone able to help).

Water:
We will have a table at the uniform fittings. We will be accepting either cases of water or
monetary donations (we'll be at Thursday practices too). Last year we used over 225 cases of
water during marching season. If you are interested in helping obtain donations (from
businesses/stores) please contact us. (Note: the water collected is used for the Band only.
Any not used in marching season is given to Hospitality for use throughout the rest of the
year.)

Seat Covers:
We cover the benches once the students start wearing the uniforms, at both home and away

games. We ask that anyone who comes early help roll out, and the same with rolling up. Many hands make light work.

Thanks so very much for volunteering your time and we look forward to seeing you at the practices and games.

Go Tigers!
Jennifer Todd (c: 656-3802; w: 876-4458)
Jim & Debbie Krenn (h: 883-7811)
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Fundraising 101: How Does the Scrip Fundraiser
Work?

Grissom Band purchases gift certificates (scrip) at a
predetermined discount amount (for each store) from various
retailers, restaurants (several discount about 8 - 10%) gasoline
companies, specialty companies, grocery store chains (average
about 5%), service providers, home-improvement centers, hotels and
department stores (about 4-8%). The Band then sells scrip to people at
face value. The difference between the face value of the scrip and the
discounted price is how much the band makes (fundraising revenue).
When a person purchases scrip from the band for the
first time, the buyer has the option to provide the name of a band student to
receive credit. We then take the total amount the band earned on that sale, and
split that amount so that 40% is applied to that student's
band account as credit and the
remainder is applied to the Max
Hammond Instrument Fund. If no student is specified, the total amount of earnings on this
scrip purchase will be given to the Hammond Instrument Fund.

One grocery store lets the band purchase $5 gift cards, which we then resell at face value.
The beauty of this fundraiser is that the buyer
can then take this card to any of these stores
in the US, go to the service desk and add
value (“recharge”) that card like a prepaid credit card. The band receives 5% of the
recharge amount every time the card is recharged. This
split is applied, so your student could essentially get credit for 2% of your grocery bill
applied to their band fees!!! To participate you must buy a gift card from Grissom Band (buying one in the store will not
work) and identify which student you'd like to receive credit when you buy the gift card so we will know is to receive
credit.

Once you designate a student for your Scrip earned credits the first time, we continue to track credits for them - just put
their name on your order form as the “student name” when you place an order. If you get friends and neighbors to order
scrip or use rechargeable grocery cards, be sure that they sign up and designate your student to receive credit.

The key to success with Scrip is to use gift certificates to buy things you planned to buy anyway. For instance, several
families buy scrip or recharge grocery cards in the amount of about $500 or more per month. That amounts
to about $6000 worth of scrip per year. At 5% this translates into $300 earnings for one year - 40% applied to your
student's account would be $120 of your band fees could be credited just by using scrip or the rechargeable
card for buying your groceries! If you also use scrip for home services (like lawn care), buying back to school clothes and
supplies, movies (rental or theaters), and restaurants, it adds up!

Order dates are posted on the band website: www.grissomband.org on the main webpage. You may also print order forms
and see the list of merchants that participate under the “scrip” section.

If you have questions, contact the Parkers at parker23@knology.net.
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Grissom Tigers
2004 Football Schedule

Aug. 20 Friday Lee MF

Aug. 27 Friday Butler MF

Sept. 2 Thursday Hazelgreen MF

Sept. 10 Friday Decatur Away

Sept. 17 Friday Pelham
(Homecoming)

MF

Sept. 24 Friday Huntsville
(8th graders
invited)

MF

Oct. 1 Friday Sparkman Away

Oct. 7 Thursday Bob Jones
(Pep Band)

MF

Oct. 14 Thursday Austin
(Family Night)

MF

Oct. 22 Friday Florence MF

Oct. 29 Friday Johnson MF

Thank You!!!
The GHS Band Parents would like to

thank the following businesses in
our community for their continued
generous support of our program:

• Advance Auto • Bruno's (Bailey Cove)

• Rosie's • Rolo's

• Kroger • Publix (Mountain Cove Xing)

• Knology

And a special thank you to the Publix Supermarket charities
for their grant of $500 for the Max Hammond Instrument fund

Marching Season
Rehearsal Schedule

Rehearsal Schedule

Percussion

Monday 5-7PM

Tuesday 7:30-9PM

Thursday 6-9PM

Color Guard

Monday 6-9PM

Tuesday 7:30-9PM

Thursday 6-9PM

Marching Band
Tuesday 6-9PM

Thursday 6-9PM

Other Dates to Remember

Aug. 30 Band Parents Meeting
Grissom Auditorium @ 7PM

Sept. 9 Dress Rehearsal for Max Ham-
mond Concert

Sept. 11 Max Hammond Concert
Grissom Auditorium @ 7:30PM

Sept. 25 Marching Contest
Columbia, TN.

Sept. 27 Band Parents Meeting
Grissom Auditorium @ 7PM

Oct. 2 Marching Contest
Marrietta, Georgia.



APPENDIX A (105-12) 
 

 Huntsville City Schools 
Out-of-Town Field Trip Medical Release Form 

 
Student's Name: ______________________________ Date of Birth: ________________________________  
Street Address: ________________________________ City: _______________Zip Code: _______________  
ParenVGuardian #1 Name:_____________________ Parent/Guardian #2 Name: ____________________  
Address: _____________________________________ Address: ____________________________________  
Home Ph #:___________________________________ Home Ph #:__________________________________  
Phone # @ work: ______________________________ Phone # @ work: _____________________________  
Employer:____________________________________ Employer:___________________________________  
Cell Ph # or Pager: _____________________________ Cell Ph # or Pager: ____________________________  
If unable to reach parent/guardian, please notify: 
 Name: ________________________________ Relationship: ________________________________  
 HomePh#: _____________________________ Cell Ph # or Pager: ____________________________  
 

Student's General Health Information: 
I . Does your child take medication? YES NO 
 (A completed and signed School Medication PrescriberlParent Authorization Form is required for each 
 medication (prescription or over-the-counter) medication to be administered during the field trip). 
2. Does your child have any allergies? YES NO If yes, please list: ____________________________________  
 Does your child require medication to treat severe allergic reactions to insect stings/bites, food, etc.? ______  
 (If yes, a copy of the completed and signed Emergency Planfor Severe Allergy form and the form(s) for 
 related medication(s) must accompany this form). 
3. Does your child have asthma? YES NO 
 (If yes, a copy of the Student Asthma Action Plan Form and related medication authorization forms must 
 accompany this form). 
4. Does your child wear contact lenses? YES NO 
5. Date of your child's last Tetanus Booster shot:   
6. Is there any health history that may assist the person in charge if this student should become ill? __________  
 ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 Family Physician:________________________________________________________________________  
 Address: _______________________________________________________________________________  
 City: ________________________________ State: _______________________Zip Code: ____________  
Authorization to Treat/Administer Medication: _________________________________________________  
I hereby authorize medical or surgical treatment of ___________________________________________ if any 
emergency should arise. I give permission for decisions to be made by the certified teacher in charge and/or 
Huntsville City Schools representative. 
 
NOTE: Your signature on this form acknowledges your acceptance of fmancial responsibility for any medical or dental care your child 
requires. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
Signature of Parent/Guardian Date 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
Signature of Notary Date 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
State County Date Commission Expires 

 
HCS280-11RevJan04 
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BAND PARENTS
MEETING
MONDAY
August 30
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See you there!
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