Grissom Band Parents Association, Inc.

Newsletter
March 2005

Editors - Mitzi Crawford & Judy Hardwick

President’s Message

March is here and our band schedule is busy!!! State competition
i1s March 15th at Huntsville High School. Concert band plays at
3:00 PM, Symphonic II band plays at 4:30 PM, and Symphonic I
band plays at 6:00PM. Please come out and support our students
as they continue to amaze us with their talents!!!

I am still in need of someone to manage the Vipers (Raptors?)
scheduling. The games begin in late March. Please call me or
Karen Parker if you are interested. Last year's coordinator did a
great job and has all her paperwork together and will assist you in
getting started. Please consider devoting your time to this band
project.

Please be sure that your fair share, trip fees, dues and rentals are
paid. These must be paid to allow your child to participate in any
trip. If you have any questions regarding your account status
please contact Julie Ashcraft. She will be happy to assist you.

Please take a moment to read the newsletter and mark your dates
for upcoming events on your calendar. I hope you have a won-
derful, relaxing Spring Break and I will see you at the Band Par-
ent Meeting on March 28 at 7PM.

Sincerely,
Cherry Hovik
President 2004/2005
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$9% TREASURER'S BOX $%

Student account statements have been mailed out and you should have
received one or will be receiving one shortly if you have an account balance.
If your account is paid in full, no statement will be mailed. Call or
email Julie with any questions.

Renting an instrument from the band? Spring instrument rental of 345
is due now!

The $45 for the day trip to play in the Dixie Classic Festival in Chatta-
nooga on April 23 is due now.

MARCH 31, 2005 - ALL REMAINING DUES, FEES, AND INSTRUMENT RENTALS ARE DUE
NOW!! YOUR STUDENT’S ACCOUNT MUST BE PAID IN FULL BY MARCH

3154

**% PLEASE, PLEASE BE AWARE.... In order for your student to attend the Chattanooga trip and the band
banquet, you must have paid all DUES, FEES, INSTRUMENT RENTALS, AND ANY BACK FEES OWED.
Your student’s account must be PAID IN FULL in order for him/her to attend the banquet. If you are unsure
about your account, call or email Julie.

As always...

l. Make checks payable to Grissom Band Parent Association —or GBPA- and put purpose of check and
student’s name in the note section. Then do one of the following:

2. Place fee in the Treasurer’s Box located in the Band Room, right outside the Director’s office.
Or
Mail payment to:
Grissom Band Parent Association
P.O. Box 4335
Huntsville, Al 35815

Call or email us if we can help you in any way!!
Julie Ashcraft Kathy Francica
650-5043 883-7132

email: Julie23(@Ashcraft.net email: KFrancica@bellsouth.net



Director’s Notes

Jazz Band Information

The jazz bands have a couple of upcoming gigs in March and April. “B” Jazz band is playing on Thursday,
March 17th for the American Society of Military Comptrollers of Huntsville at Trinity United Methodist Church.
They will perform pre-program music and then after the luncheon and the program. This will be an excused
absence from class. We will depart the band room at the end of 2nd period in order to get there, set-up, warm up
and play by 11:00am. The students will need to dress nicely (ties for guys and no jeans). We should return to
school by 1:00pm. Students will also need to pack a lunch since we will have to eat during our break at Trinity.

“A” Jazz Band has a performance for the grand opening of Redstone Village on Thursday, April 7th at 10:00am.
We will depart school at the beginning of 2nd period and return by 12:00 noon. This will be an excused absence.
Not sure about lunch yet but will give all the information to the students.

The Jazz Festival is scheduled for Saturday, April 9th. All “B” and “A” Jazz students will be involved during the
day and evening concert/awards ceremony. If we do not have at least 6 bands registered we will not have the fes-
tival. As of March 9 we have 2 bands registered with a deadline of March 11th. We will need parent help in the
lobby for this activity.

Jazz Band Spring Concert will be Friday, April 22nd at 7:30pm.

All-State Band Festival

Congratulations to the following students who made All-State
Band: Danny Thompson, Rita Weinzettle, Karen Kirk,
Deanna Swain, David Potter, Andrew Noble, Kevin Geis,
Chris Allison, Scott Rawls, Matthew Parker, Rusty Clark,
Erica Foster, Courtney White, Allison Potter, Ashley Tar-
quine and Karen Branick. These students will be attending
the festival at Auburn University April 14-16. The cost will
be $115 per student, which will be for motel and transporta-
tion. Make checks payable to Grissom Band Parents. NO
CASH!! Each student will be responsible for paying for their
meals. We suggest approximately $15-20 per day.

Grand National Adjudicators Invitational

The Grissom Symphonic I, II and Concert Bands have been invited to compete in a national symphonic/concert
band competition Saturday, April 23 in Chattanooga, TN. This is truly an honor not bestowed on many top bands
in the country, much less all 3 bands. The invitation was extended to the GHS Band after our yearly band events
calendar was published when school opened, thus it is not on the band calendar. It also was not budgeted for
when we were working on the budget last summer. However, this is a prestigious event and a wonderful opportu-
nity to play for a nationally recognized panel of adjudicators. After each band performs they will have a clinic
with one of the adjudicators who has evaluated their performance, and they will be given immediate feedback on
ways to improve. The entire cost for the festival is $45. This covers transportation and all expenses for the festi-
val. The only other cost will be for food, which each student will be responsible for 2 meals maximum. Payment
was due by March 11. Checks only please, NO CASH! PLEASE REMEMBER ALL BAND FEES AND
EXPENSES MUST BE PAID BEFORE YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN THIS EVENT.



Grissom Marching Band Invitational Marching Band Contest

Our first marching band contest will be held October 22, 2005. Many of you have already agreed to help or chair
a committee. Even if your child graduates this year, we will definitely need help from any parents who are will-
ing to work. A list of committees will be published in next month’s newsletter for your information. Hosting a

marching contest is lots of hard work and dedication, but also is a very
profitable event that is lots of fun to be a part of.

Band Auditions

Auditions for fall semester band placement will be May 9-13 during
your band class. These auditions will not be as involved as the
spring auditions. Each student will have to play for us for a final
exam grade and their band placement for the fall semester. This
audition will consist of one etude or solo piece that will most
likely have a Smart Music accompaniment that the students can
practice with.

Smart Music Software Updates
All students who currently have a subscription to Smart Music

will need to either re-register by March 31 or you will no longer be
able to access the software. Please see Mr. Vernon if you want to con-
tinue your subscription for $20.00 for a year or if you are interested in sub-

scribing for the first time. Go to www.smartmusic.com for more information about this amazing software
program for musicians.




2003 Spring and Summer Dates for Grissom Band

Please arrange vour schedules HOW for all Band activities coming this spring and summer. Handing out
schedules this early helps us ALL arrange around our band commitments. Thank woul

What Who When Where Tinwe
EBand Paverts Mesting Al band pavents March 23® GHE band room Tpm
Jazz Band Fastneal ALL Jamz Band members Aprla® GHE anditorpam Moast ofthe day
All-State Band Fastiral Thos who made A1-State Apnll4-15 Anbrn Ty All Doays
Jazz Band Spring Concext ALL Jazz BEand members fpril 2209 GHE anditornm T S3pm
Diixie Classic Concert Fastieal Sym L Sym I & Concert Band Aprl 23 Chattanooga, TH ALLDATYI
BA5 00 foe iz due March 1™ Al other Band fees st be paid in full 1o parficipat.
Eand Pavest Meetmz Aprl 25 GHE anditorpam Tpm
Leadership Workshops A1 interested members April 528§ May %5 GHS band rooen. 3:30-530
Pearcussion Clinies A1 peroussionists April 2528 GHE Band room 5:00-700pm
EBand Bangquet ALL PATDIN FULL MEMBERS Aprl23° VEC &:30pm
*% AT Band fees must be paid in full 0 parficpar **
Zolo & Ensemble Those nderested April a0t Hastselle HE ALL DAY
Sprng Concert Sym L Sym I & Concert Band lay & GHE anditornm T S3pm
Calor Guard Clingefduditions A1 Prospectire members May13 GHE Band room 3:30-530pm
Band Auditions ALL band members Maye-13 GHS band rocim Band Class
Diyam Mapor anditioms A1 interested band members May 164 GHE band room 1.530pm
Guard Captain anditims A1l nrperested upperlassimen meambars May 17° GHE band rocem 1:30pm
Graduation Sym L Sym I & Concent Mlay 19° VEC Arena 550pm
Rookie Canp A1 vear marchers May 5-27 GHE Band room Bam-12pm
Pearcussion Weskbr Clinies Tharsdays begirming Jane 2 — aly 28 GHE Band room 65mn
Calor Guard Camp A1 muard menbers Jane &-10 GHE Band room 8-1lam/2-3pm
Permssion Wealkend Clmic Thoarsday, Friday, Sat. Jane 245 Spanf25"-5 Spml28® 2 Tpm
Calor Guard Camp A1 muard menbers Jalyr 4-8 GHE Band room 8-1lam/2-3pm
Pearcussion Canp A1 peroussion members Jalyr 18-22 SAM - 12PM and 1FM - SPM
Calor Guard Camp Sabers/Rifles Tl 25-29 GHE Band room 8-1lam/2-3pm
Band Pre-Cang ALl BAND MEMBERS July 27-29 GHE Band wam Bam-Tdmn
Band Carg ALl BANTD MEMBERS Az 1-5 8- 28 20 DA D
Band Family Kicle Off/Coole Chnt ATlBand Family Members Aug. 5 GHS Back pading ot bpmu
School Starts Angnst B
TBA Guard Daies
Color Guard mommg whearsals A1l Guard members TEA GHE parkmg lot B-2am
4 Tupperware News )

Our Tupperware fundraiser is coming along. We plan to kick it off at the
Band Parent Meeting on Monday, March 28. This fundraiser will give a great
opportunity to help fill in for our shortage this year due to fewer fruit

. sales. P }

4 Chaperones Needed!! N
We are still looking for some chaperones for the Chattanooga trip on April 23rd. Please contact

us if you are interested. Thank you so much to Cherry Hovik, Tasmen Yauney, Patti Preston,
Jan Jeter, Liz Potter, Tiffeny Hubbard for riding with Sym II and Concert Band to HHS for
State. Thank you to Kitty Call for volunteering her van for transportation.

Debbie Rose & Loren Foster




Band Banquet News

Come to the Grammies!

This year's banquet theme is the "Band Grammies" and we will have an evening full of fun and awards. The ban-
quet will be held on Friday, April 29, beginning at 6:30 PM in the VBC North Hall. This is an evening that cele-
brates the hard work of the entire band and also honors the seniors. Ticket reservation cards will be mailed in
early April. Student tickets are included in the band fees -- in order for students to attend, all fees must be paid in
full. Guest tickets will be $20.00.

Our committees have already started planning, but it's not too late to volunteer to help. Contact Tammie Tackett
(880-2565 or tammie.tackett@comcast.net) or Kathy Branick (882-3258 or kathybranick@bellsouth.net).

SENIOR PARENT ALERT

The band banquet committee is looking for all those special slideshow pictures . We particularly request that
every senior submit a baby or toddler picture and their senior picture. The senior picture can be

any size from wallet to an 8 x 10. Baby/toddler pictures should be 5 x 7 or smaller. Please do not submit any
framed pictures and don't forget to put your name on the back. If you have any questions, please contact Susan
Field (883-7153 or fielddocs@knology.net).

Part of the decor at the band banquet will be the "Now and Then" senior picture gallery. We encourage all seniors
to have a current picture and an early childhood picture for inclusion in the gallery. These pictures should be light
weight (no glass preferred) and framed. Copies of pictures are fine and inexpensive black plastic frames are
certainly adequate. Margaret Haack will be coordinating the picture gallery. You may contact her at 883-9126 or
rohaack@mindspring.com.

WANT ADS

The band banquet committee is looking for pictures to be considered for inclusion in the slideshow. These may
be hard copy pictures or on disc. Please put your name on your submissions and place them in the slideshow box
in the band room. If you have questions, please contact Susan Field (883-7153 or fielddocs@knology.net)

Are there vinyl records in your closet? The banquet committee is looking for some of these antiques to be part of
the evening's decorations. The banquet decorating committee is also looking for CD donations. These CDs will
be part of the decorations and will not be returned. So if you have some a stack of things you never listen to or
you have kept all those promotional CDs everyone gets in the mail, consider making a donation. If you have
records (and album covers) or CDs to give or lend, please contact Kathy Branick (882-3258 or kathybran-
ick@bellsouth.net).
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Grissom Band has made special arrangements to take orders
while supplies last for the exclusive ornaments listed below.
Note that supplies are limited and subject to early sellout.
To order, fill out the form below and return with your check
made to “Grissom Band” to:
Grissom Band Parents Association
P.O. Box 4335
Huntsville, AL 35815
You will be contacted to arrange pickup when your ornaments arrive. If you have questions, contact
Karen Parker at 883-4622 or email parker23@knology.net.

Name: Date:
Street: Check Number:
City, State Zip:
Phone: Email:
Ornament Quantity Quantity Amount
WITHOUT WITH
Stand ($20 | stand ($25
each) each)

Grissom High School $
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BAND PARENTS
MEETING
MONDAY —

March 28
7PM - Bandroom
See you there!!

- A

GHS Band Parents Association

March Newsletter

www.grissomband.org
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