GRISSOM BAND PARENTS ASSOCIATION, INC.

NEWSLETTER

August 2005
Editors: Judy Hardwick and Erin Gaston

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Parents,

Marching Season is here and our students are busy preparing for
another fabulous year. Our students have been practicing
relentlessly since late July. The Grissom Band is fortunate to have
such a great group of kids (and parents) giving it their all. It takes
everyone to make a successful program work. Please be sure to
thank Tiffeny Hubbard and Linda Craft and the other members of
the Uniform Committee for all their hard work. It takes a lot of hard
work to "dress these kids".

Thank you so much for supporting our Spirit Cookout. | hope you
had the opportunity to meet some other band parents. Hats off to
Avi Swain and her committee for another successful cookout!

Football season begins on August 18th. Please make plans to
attend our games to show your support for the band and the school.
Emotions is a great show, and if you haven't had the opportunity to
watch the students practice, you are in for a real treat. The kids are
doing a wonderful job learning the show. Come to the ballgames
and join the other band parents in the section immediately beside
the band. Hopefully you'll recognize some of the band parent faces
from the Spirit picnic; we'll be sitting together in a sea of orange and
white! | promise, the students will MAKE YOU PROUD!

Back by popular demand, we will have afamily/parent band at
the September 9th football game. If you or any member of your
family, or your neighbors, (or anyone you know) are interested in
playing with our Spirit band, please emaill me at
cjhovik@comcast.net. Be sure to let me know what instrument you
play. Last year we had a great time and made a joyful noise!!!
Some of the current band students were even a little jealous of our
music J. More information will be provided at the Band Parent
Meeting this month.

Our band program comes with a very high price tag. Unfortunately,
the Huntsville City Schools do not provide any financial support for
their band programs except for paying for the teacher salaries. This
means all marching costs, busses, music costs, etc come from the
band parent association. Therefore, fundraising is a major concern
for the Board members. In the past years, Fruit Sales have been
our major fundraiser. However, the hurricanes last year affected
the quality and quantity of the fruit. (Continued on next page.)
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PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE (continued from pagel): The
board is looking for new ways to earn money. Scrip is a
fabulous fundraiser, so please read the newsletter articles
about the Scrip program or contact Karen Parker at
Parker23@knology.net. She will be more than happy to
educate you on Scrip. Also, we are going to have a
pancake breakfast at Ruby Tuesday's (Whitesburg Drive)
on September 10. Please mark your calendars and plan to
support this fundraiser. Additional information is available in
this newsletter.

When you hear the word Charms, do you think of a lollipop,
or do you think of band? Hopefully, your answer was
BAND!!! Charms music is a software package for Music
Education programs. We are currently loading band
information into the Grissom Band account. However, we
need your help. Please access Charms and check your
student's information for accuracy. Your child should be
able to help you login. | also suggest that once you log
in, please change your password (since everyone in the
band knows what formula is used for your current
password). We will be using this data to print our Band
Directories. If you DO NOT want your information included
in the directory, please contact me at cjhovik@comcast.net.
September 1 will be the last date for you to update your
information.

Remember to mark your calendars for the football games,
Band Parent Meeting on August 22, and the Pancake
Breakfast and Max Hammond Memorial Concert on
September 10. | look forward to seeing you at each of
these events.

Sincerely, Cherry Hovik President 2005/2006

cihovik@comcast.net 882-6190

Parent/Alumni Night at the Ballgame

Did you play in your high school band? Do you still have
access to an instrument? Do you still hum your part when
you hear Tiger Rag? If so, WE NEED YOU! On Friday,
September 9, we are having Family Night! We will be
forming a parent/alumni/family band to play during the 3rd
quarter of the football game (and even more than the 3rd
quarter if we sound good). Interested???? Even if you
haven't played since high school, but think you could
squeak or squawk out a B-flat concert scale, come and join
in the fun. For those of you who still play professionally
around town, we REALLY want you to join us (I know who
you are)!!!l Music/rehearsal opportunities will be provided,
so please contact me at cjhovik@comcast.net and let me
know your name/instrument. | look forward to hearing from
you soon!  Cherry

Director’sInfo

Band Camp
WE SURVIVED!! If you don't know what the

students call our week of three-a-days you need to ask
them!! It truly is rough, but we get a month’s worth
of work done in just a few days. It actualy goes by
pretty quickly; especially when it goes as well as it did
this year. The band worked very hard and we fedl it
will show in their performances this fall. Our show is
entitled “Emotions’ and hopefully you will be able to
get some idea of which emotion we are depicting on
the field.

Many Thanks!!!

Severa dozen students took time out of their summer
vacation to complete or at least start their service
projects for leadership or future potential leadership
positions.  Projects included cleaning and repainting
the instrument storage room and painting severa
murals on the walls, painting the uniform and plume
carts and painting murals on the carts, painting the
directors’ office and hallway leading to the band room,
painting the field coordinate markers for each marcher,
painting the ‘x’s on the field for easy marching and
dusting/cleaning all the trophies and shelves in the
band room. Several other projects are still *a work in
progress .

Thanks to those students and adults that participated in
our summer car washes. You did agreat job under less
than ideal conditions. Special thanks to Laura Mollere
for al her hard work. Certainly, there are several other
things that we have forgotten to give folks an *attaboy’
for. We are very thankful to have such supportive and
industrious people in and supporting our band!!!

Grading
All regularly scheduled rehearsals for marching band

are mandatory and are part of each student’s grade.
Grading for this class is based primarily on the band’s
public performances and the student performance in
class. Individual practice outside of class is very
important for everyone in band and that practice will
be obvious in the student’s performance in class. A
student’s grade will be lowered if they have an
unexcused absence from a rehearsal. ‘Unexcused’
means that the student did not give the directors prior
notice (one week minimum) of the absence (except for
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family emergencies or seriousillness). Thiswill result
in the student’s grade being lowered one letter grade
(10 points) for each absence during each grading
period. An unexcused absence from a performance
will result in the student receiving a failing grade for
the 9 week grading period during which the absence
ocCurs.

Rehear sal Schedule

All regularly scheduled rehearsals for marching band
are mandatory and are part of each student’s grade. A
copy of the rehearsal schedule is posted on the band
web site and on Charms for quick reference. We
VERY RARELY schedule an extra rehearsal. If that
does happen, students and parents will be notified as
far in advance as possible.

Marching band rehearsal schedule: (This schedule
will be effect until Saturday, October 22). We will
not have rehearsals during the week of fall break,
October 10-14. Those studentsin town that wish to
attend the Austin football game in Decatur on
October 14 are welcome to do so. We will need you
to let usknow if you plan to do so.

Monday- Percussion: 4:15-7:00 pm. Color Guard:
6:00-9:00 pm

Tuesday-  Woodwinds/Brass:  6:00-9:00 pm.
Percussion/Color guard: 7:30-9:00pm

Wednesday- Full band rehearsal (everyone in
marching band) from 3:25- 5:30 pm on the
following days ONLY: August 18, September 28,
October 19. This are due to Thursday evening football
games.

Thursday: Full band rehearsal 6:00-9:00pm

The weeks of contest the Percussion and Color Guard
sections will cometo all of Tuesday night rehearsals so
they can get that extra time needed with the full band
on thefield.

The varsity football schedule is listed on the football
website at tigerfootball.org

**There is a rehearsal from 3:25-4:00 on Thursday or
Friday of each football game played in Huntsville.
**There will be a 2 hour rehearsal on Saturday,
September 24 and Saturday, October 8. These are the
dates of the two marching band contests. More info
below on the contest.

All Freshmen students and par ents!

HANG IN THERE! We know it seems tough right
now and very time consuming. Statistics prove that
band members manage time better than the average
student. It may take some longer than others to
accomplish this but it will happen. The magjority of the
band students at Grissom are enrolled in two or more
AP classes plus have other activities besides band and
they do fine. The band students are the best studentsin
the school, just ask any teacher. Your students will
experience many very specia events while they are a
part of the Grissom Band that they will never forget
and they will be better because of it. All we can say is
HANG IN THERE! Please do not hesitate to call or
emall one of the directors if you ever have any
guestions or concerns. We will be more than happy to
talk to you.

Marching Band Contests

The band will participate in two marching band
competitions this fall. Those will be in Columbia, TN
on Saturday, September 24 and in Marietta, GA on
Saturday, October 8.  The rehearsal time for those
days will be determined by what time we performance.
The performance time on September 24 will probably
be in the evening after dark. Therefore the rehearsal
that day will be early afternoon. In Marietta on
October 8, there is a preliminary performance in the
afternoon and a finals performance that evening.
Therefore the rehearsal will be in the morning. A
complete itinerary for each trip will be given to the
students as soon as performance times are determined.
This is generally no more than 2 weeks before the
performance.

The Marietta contest on October 8 will be an
overnight trip. We will stay in a motel in Georgia
We will need to collect $25 for the motel (breakfast
included) from each student in marching band by
Friday, September 9. Transportation for both
contests as well as al away football games is paid out
of the band dues that each student pays.

Band Calendar

Please refer to the band calendar on Charms and the
Band’'s Website. All band activities are posted for the
entire school year.
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Spring Trip

We are in the process of getting quotes on a few
different sites for our Spring Trip March 29-April 2,
2006. With fuel prices rising everyday the costs will
be higher that we would like. We hope to have some
pretty good estimated prices a the band parent
meeting. You can count on between $500-$600 to
travel somewhere decent that provides a good quality
music festival. Moreinfo ASAP.

Football Games

All  students are responsible for their own
trangportation to and from Milton Frank Stadium for
the football games in Huntsville. Report times are
generally between 5:30 and 6:00 for a 7:00 kickoff.
We encourageal parents to come to the games.
However, if you are unable, you must pick up your
child after the game, usually at approximately 9:30
The band pays for buses to al football games played
outside of Huntsville. On those days, students are to
bring their uniform accessories to school with them.
They are also to bring money for their evening meal.
Chaperones will be needed for these trips. If you are
interested, please sign up at the band parents meeting.
We aso hire a police officer to sit in the parking lot to
watch our automobiles while we are gone. We ask that
each student and parent that has a car at school while
we are gone to away football games only, pay a $2.00
security fee to cover the police officer. Please be sure
to park in the South parking lot close to the band room.
Cars not parked here will NOT be watched and the
officer cannot be responsible for it. The $2.00 will be
collected the day of the trip.

Max Hammond Memorial Concert

The fourth annual concert will be Saturday, September
10 at 7:30pm in the auditorium. This is a regularly
scheduled performance for al band students. Max
Hammond was a 1982 GHS graduate and a proud
member of the band. Unfortunately, Max was on one
of the ill-fated planes that struck the World Trade
Center in New York on September 11, 2001. Max’s
parents have allowed the band to honor his memory by
holding a memorial concert each year, a which
donations are accepted. The proceeds from this
concert go towards purchasing band instruments in his
name. Not only do al the symphonic and concert
bands at Grissom perform, but also the concert choir
and members of Images Dance Ensemble from GHS
perform. This is truly a night that will move you
beyond words.

Fundraising 101: How Does the Scrip
Fundraiser Work?

Grissom Band purchases gift certificates (scrip) at a
predetermined discount amount (for each store) from
various retailers, restaurants (several discount about 8 -
10%) gasoline companies, specialty companies, grocery
store chains (average about 5%), service providers, home-
improvement centers, hotels and department stores (about
4-8%). The Band then sells scrip to people at face value.
The difference between the face value of the scrip and the
discounted price is how much the band makes (fundraising
revenue). When a person purchases scrip from the band for
the first time, the buyer has the option to provide the name
of a band student to receive credit. We then take the total
amount the band earned on that sale, and split that amount
so that 40% is applied to that student's band account as
credit and the remainder is applied to the Max Hammond
Instrument Fund. If no student is specified, the total amount
of earnings on this scrip purchase will be given to the
Hammond Instrument Fund. One grocery store lets the
band purchase $5 gift cards, which we then resell at face
value. The beauty of this fundraiser is that the buyer can
then take this card to any of these stores in the US, go to
the service desk and add value ("recharge") that card like a
prepaid credit card. The band receives 5% of the recharge
amount every time the card is recharged. This split is
applied, so your student could essentially get credit for 2%
of your grocery bill applied to their band fees!!! To
participate you must buy a gift card from Grissom Band
(buying one in the store will not work) and identify which
student you'd like to receive credit when you buy the gift
card so we will know is to receive credit. Once you
designate a student for your Scrip earned credits the first
time, we continue to track credits for them - just put their
name on your order form as the "student name" when you
place an order. If you get friends and neighbors to order
scrip or use rechargeable grocery cards, be sure that they
sign up and designate your student to receive credit. The
key to success with Scrip is to use gift certificates to buy
things you planned to buy anyway. For instance, several
families buy scrip or recharge grocery cards in the amount
of about $500 or more per month. That amounts to about
$6000 worth of scrip per year. At 5% this translates into
$300 earnings for one year - 40% applied to your student's
account would be $120 of your band fees could be credited
just by using scrip or the rechargeable card for buying your
groceries! If you also use scrip for home services (like lawn
care), buying back to school clothes and supplies, movies
(rental or theaters), and restaurants, it adds up! Order dates
are posted on the band website: www.grissomband.org on
the main webpage. You may also print order forms and see
the list of merchants that participate under the "scrip"

section. If you have questions, contact the Parkers
at parker23@knology.net.



Congratulations to our color guard for working so hard during the summer. Those 6am practices have made
all grateful for getting to “sleep-in” until 8 o’ clock for school. Also, abig THANK-Y QU goes out to all the
guard parents that helped with food, chaperoning and in many other ways over the summer. Please continue
to beinvolved during the marching season. Some things that are needed are help carrying the bagsinto
football games and volunteering to chaperone when we travel.

| am proud to work with such a great group of girls and their parents.
| hopeto seedl of you at all of the games and competitions.

Alice Searcy, guard mom
searcy@hiwaay.net 880-9873

Concert News
Volunteers Needed
We are looking for a great response from concert volunteers this year! Being a concert volunteer is an easy way to
donate time and get to know the GHS Band! Concert volunteers collect tickets and money,
take CD/DVD orders, and hand out programs at the concerts. We also help out with district contests. We will do our
best to schedule enough volunteers so you can still hear your student’s band perform. If you would like to join us,
please email sharonkeffer@knology.net, contact any of the committee members listed below or sign up at the August
22" band meeting. The committee members will then contact you and confirm the schedule.

Max Hammond Concert

The Third Annual Max Hammond Concert will be held at Grissom on September 10th to honor Grissom Band
alumnus, Max Hammond, who died in the terrorist attacks of 9/11. This benefit concert accepts donations to the Max
Hammond Instrument Fund, established in his honor, to assist in purchasing new instruments for our band. The
concert is one of the most inspirational and heart-felt shows that our

Grissom Bands perform. Please plan to attend. Your donations are greatly appreciated.

Concert Tickets

Each band student receives eight free Grissom Band concert tickets. Each ticket admits anyone (senior, student or
adult) into any of the regular 2005-2006 concerts. Regular admission is $3 for students/seniors and $5 for adults.
These tickets are not accepted at the Max Hammond Concert, Potpourri, Hilaritas or Jazz Concerts. The Winter Pre-
District Concert with the middle school bands will be free of charge. Generally, all concerts are recorded, and CD
and/or DVD orders will be taken in the lobby and delivered to the student during his/her band class.

Concert tickets are not available for distribution until a 2. Rental fee payment is current
student's account has met these requirements: 3. Outstanding uniform, misc. fees are paid
1. $300 dues are paid
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NO STUDENT will be issued his/her ticket allotment. These tickets are distributed ONLY to the parent/guardian, who
must SIGN for them. Tickets will be available for pick up at every Grissom Band Parent meeting starting in August,
and also at every concert. Tickets will not be replaced or refunded for any reason and do not carry over from year to
year. Additional tickets may be purchased in the lobby on concert evenings.

Friendly Reminders

Remember that midweek concerts usually begin at 7:00 PM (unless there is no school the next day), and Friday
concerts usually begin at 7:30 PM! If you arrive late, or must leave early, you will be allowed to exit and enter ONLY
when the band has finished the current piece performed (i.e. during the applause or between bands). This is
common theater courtesy... and remember that most of the time a recording is being made. Turn all cell phones to
silent mode (better yet...OFF!) and please remember that NO flash photography is allowed while the band is playing.
We are looking forward to a great concert season!

Your GHS Concert Committee
Sharon Keffer, chair 883-5301 sharonkeffer@knology.net

Laura Hardy 883-8728 |hardy@knology.net
Karen Allison 881-8607 Kklallison129@aol.com
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Pancake Breakfast:

The Band Parent Association is hosting a Pancake Breakfast at Ruby Tuesday's (Whitesburg Drive) on
September 10th from 7-10 AM. Adult tickets will be $5 and kids 10/under will be $3. Adult meals will
include scrambled eggs, 3 pancakes, sausage, and milk, juice or coffee. Kid’'s meals will include
scrambled eggs, 2 pancakes, sausage, and milk or juice. Tickets will be available at the Band Parent
Meeting on August 22, or | will have tickets at the Football games. If you would like to help sell tickets to
this event, details will be available at the Band parent Meeting. Thanks, Cherry (882-6190)



$$$$ Treasurer’'s Update:

REMINDER - Your $300 cash portion of the band dues was due in full by uniform fitting. If your student marches, total band
dues are $500. Please see the fee schedule below. Since the majority of our expenses are incurred with the marching program
and during the first semester, we appreciate all that have paid or made arrangements to pay their dues. If you still have fees
outstanding, please contact Mary Setzer to make payment arrangements.

BAND FEES FOR THE 2005-2006 SCHOOL YEAR

Cash Cash or TOTAL BAND

Portion Earned Credits** DUES
Marching $ 300.00 $ 200.00 $ 500.00
Concert ONLY $ 245.00 $ 200.00 $ 445.00
Guard ONLY $ 270.00 $100.00 $ 370.00
Jazz ONLY $ 150.00 -0- $ 150.00

**One-half of the "Cash or Earned Credits" portion is due in December with the balance due in March. ALL fees must
be paid in full before a student can accompany the band on any band trip or attend the band banquet at the end of the
year.

EQUIPMENT RENTAL - If your student uses a band owned instrument or is a part of pit or percussion, they must pay a
rental/usage fee. Fees are charged for summer usage ($45.00), fall semester usage ($45.00) and spring semester usage
($45.00). If you have not paid this fee, your fall semester fee is due now.

The board continues to search for ways that students (and parents) can earn credits toward their accounts. SCRIP is an
EXCELLENT way to earn these credits. This is a program where you buy certificates for items you already purchase (Kroger,
Bruno's, restaurants, local stores, chain stores). With the purchase of these "SCRIP" certificates, your student as well as the
band earn money. It's a great way to get credit to your account on money you are spending on day-to-day things!!! Be sure to
contact Karen and Nelson Parker for details.

NEW INFORMATION REGARDING PAYMENTS TO THE BAND - Due to the continued rising cost of bank/service fees,
operating costs, etc., effective immediately, any returned check (regardless of the amount) will be assessed a $30 returned
check charge. Payment for the returned check plus the returned check charge will be required to be made by cash, cashier or
bank issued check. Because they offer a free collection service (the band is not charged any collection fees), unsatisfied
returned checks and fess will be submitted to the district attorney's office for collection. Thank you for your understanding about
the new policy and for your continued support of the band program.

CHARMS - The trial period for the Charms program has received very favorable reviews from parents and students using this
access to information. We have just purchased the actual software and are in the process of completing student account
information. We hope to have all accounts current by the first band parent's meeting on August 22nd. We are also working to
establish Charms to accept charge card payments for related band expenses. The cardholder will be assessed a small fee by
PayPal for this service". We hope this will be another asset for you to use on your student's account.

If you have ANY questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. We will be happy to assist you in any way possible.

Mary Setzer (Student Accounts) Teresa Montgomery (Accounts Payable)
880-2862 881-9387
TubaJrsMom@hotmail.com tdmont@hiwaay.net




The preparations for the First Annual Grissom High School Marching Band Exposition, to be held on
October 22™ of this year, are really picking up steam. Many committees are already hard at work with
some of the long-lead items to be done. There remain a number of pre-competition tasks that are soon to
get started. Many of you have already signed up to assist in these and other areas. If you haven't already,
you will soon be contacted with your marching orders (pun intended)!

We still need a lot of volunteers, however, especially to work on the day of the competition. It will take
around 200 or so volunteers to make this a successful event to the bands that compete, to the audience
that attends, and to us, the Grissom Band Parents, as we try to build this into a major fund-raiser for our
band. With that many people needed to make this happen, it is going to take ALL of us pitching in where
we can! So if you haven't already signed up to help sell popcorn, collect tickets at the gate, help down on
the sidelines, or do any one of a couple dozen other jobs that will need to be done, please contact me at
jjgbrew@knology.net or 880-9754 or be ready to sign up at the upcoming Band Parents meeting on
the 22" of this month! Let's work together to make this a great day for all!

~ Jeff Brewer

Stadium Setup Committee

[t©that time of year again...Marching Season. Our first football gameis Thursday,
August 18th. We are till collecting water!! Please don®forget us when you go to
the store. We will need at |east one case (24 bottles) for each student this year. Drop
your donations off at the Bandroom during after school rehearsals. We are looking
for donations of coolers on wheels -- temporary use only for the marching season.
Please contact Jim or Kevin at the numbers below.

We won®be wearing uniforms for a few weeks yet, but look to help with seat covers
in September.

We ask that anyone who comes early help roll out, and the same with rolling up.
Many hands make light work.

Thanks so very much for volunteering your time and we look forward to seeing you
at the practices and games.

Go Tigers!

Jim Krenn (h: 883-7811) Kevin Woodsinger (h: 880-2435)
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T o celebrate the 35" Anniversary of Grissom High School, Argosy
Gifts and Collectibles (which is no longer in business) commissioned an
exclusive hand-painted, resin 3-dimentional keepsake ornament of GHS. This
is the 9" ornament in their Huntsville Ornaments series.  The GHS limited
edition collectibleis 4” in diameter and comesin its own gift box for $20 or for
$25 you can order an ornament with a stand for year-round display. What a
unique reminder of all the wonderful memories of Grissom High — excellent
graduation gifts or mementos for alumni!

Grissom Band has made special arrangements to sell these ornaments while
supplieslast. Note that supplies are limited and subject to early sellout.
We® sell these at the band meeting on the 22nd or you can contact Karen
Parker at 883-4622 or email parker23@knology.net.
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