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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 

Please mark your calendars for the upcoming Holiday season concerts.  
The concert bands and the Jazz bands will each be involved in various 
concerts, and each concert will be a delightful addition to your 
holiday season. Also, the students will be marching in the Christmas 
Parade on December 3rd.  Please come out and support them. 

I want to personally thank all of the parents that helped during the 
marching season. Without you, this program would not be possible.  
There were a lot of parents on the sidelines helping with uniforms and 
equipment.  Please take a moment to thank the parents who were handing 
clothing to your child, pushing equipment onto the field at halftime, or 
making sure your child had a bottle of water after their performance.  These 
parents were lifesavers to our kids!!! 

 Don©t forget to purchase your Scrip. With the rush of the holiday season 
upon us you©ll be sure to find yourself eating out now and then. Scrip is a 
certificate/card that you purchase for stores and restaurants. Instead of 
using your cash to pay your bill, you use Scrip. The band as well as your 
student©s account earn a percentage of what you spend. Scrip 
certificates/cards are also a great holiday gift. If you need holiday ideas, 
just call or email Karen Parker and she©ll give you plenty of great 
Christmas gift ideas. 

 Please mark your calendars for the next Band Parent©s meeting on 
Monday, Nov 28th at 7PM.  We will have more information about our 
Spring Trip, and will update you on the upcoming concerts.  Also, contact 
me immediately if you have a Green Expo shirt that you want to return 
instead of purchasing.   

I would like to take this opportunity to personally wish each and every 
family a safe and joyful Thanksgiving holiday.  See you at the Band Parent 
Meeting and at the holiday concerts! 

Sincerely, 

Cherry Hovik 

President 2005/2006 

cjhovik@comcast.net    
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Directors’  News 
November  2005 

 
Spr ing Tr ip Information: 
The Spring Trip this year will be to Myrtle Beach, SC, March 29th – April 2nd.    The dates have been on the calendar 
posted on Charms and the band’s website since early July. Gateway Music Festival (who we traveled to Hawaii with) 
will be our travel company.  We will leave Wednesday evening March 29th around 7pm and return Sunday evening 
April 2nd around 8pm.  These are estimates at this time.   
 
We plan on having the following groups perform in the Festival:  Concert Band, Symphonic Band II, Symphonic 
Band I, “B”  Jazz Band, “A”  Jazz Band, and a percussion ensemble.  There is an extra cost for each performing group 
over 4 so we have to add that cost in too.  An information sheet was passed out to the students on Thursday, 
November 17th with estimated costs, inclusions, meal information and activities.  Please ask them for it.  This 
information sheet is also posted on the Charms website under Handouts.   
 
The payment schedule is as follows:   
$100.00 – Deposit / register for the trip – November 18th 
$150.00 – 2nd payment – January 4th 
$150.00 – 3rd payment – February 1st 
Balance – 4th payment – March 1st 
 
The costs are based upon several things.  

·  Transportation by 5 Spirit Coach buses (est. $115.00 per person.) The buses have to be paid for whether they 
are full or not this cost can rise if our estimated numbers drop. 

·  Truck rental and fuel costs 
·  Music Festival costs ($65-adults-$110-students) 
·  Accommodations for 3 nights at a 3 star hotel based upon room occupancy.  The fewer in a room, the higher 

the price becomes.  For example, adult rooms (chaperones, truck drivers, bus drivers, directors, nurse) are 
more expensive because there are usually two in a room.  Bus company requires one to a room. 

·  Activities including meals are priced by total participating and will not change like the above costs 
 
Costs right now are based upon 250 travelers including adults.  Final costs will be released when we have firm 
commitments to travel.  This may be February so please be patient.   
 
4 in a room - $475.00 per person 
3 in a room - $497.00 per person 
2 in a room - $540.00 per person 
1 in a room - $669.00 
 
Travel insurance is available from Gateway for approx. $16.00 per traveler.  Application forms are available from the 
band office and must be taken care of individually. 
 
Upcoming Per formances: 
This holiday season will be a busy time for our band!!  We have several performances scheduled, some with new 
twists.  In particular, our annual Christmas Concert on December 2 will be a very special event.  The GHS Band has 
teamed up with Children’s Hospital in Birmingham to make this a benefit concer t for  the Oncology and 
Hematology centers of the hospital!!  We will have Greg Screws (former Channel 31 news and sports anchor) as 
our Master of Ceremonies.  We will also have special guests from Children’s Hospital, both adults and cancer 
‘survivors’  (their term).   This is also a fund raiser for the band, so we are offering aid to a very needy cause and 
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helping the band too.  The Christmas Concert will begin at 7:30.  Many thanks to GHS band parent AVI SWAIN and 
GHS alumni Kathryn Dilworth for making this dream become a reality!! 
 
This is the 20th anniversary of Hilar itas, the ‘A’  Jazz and Concert Choir spectacular!!  If you have never seen this 
show, you must make arrangements to do so.  The performances are Friday and Saturday evening December 9 & 10 at 
7:30.  ‘A’  Jazz and Concert Choir will also perform selections of the season separately.  Mark your calendar.  This is 
a performance you don’ t want to miss! 
 
The annual Potpourr i Concer t will Sunday December 11 at 2pm.  ‘B’  Jazz Band will be performing as well as many 
different instrumental and choral ensembles.  This too is truly a treat that you will regret if you don’ t attend!! 
 
Audition Requirements: 
Semester audition material was handed out in October giving the students almost 2 months to prepare.  This material 
is the same used for the Alabama All-State/District I Honor Band auditions.  Students will be required to play ALL 
12 major scales with arpeggios MEMORIZED in a minute and a half or 2 minutes for those playing those 2 octaves.  
If a student does not meet this minimum requirement they will not be a member of the Symphonic Band I or II next 
semester.  These two bands play grade 5 and 6 literature and must be able to play comfortably music passages in all 
keys. Percussionists will play all 12 major scales, chromatic scale, three etudes (snare, mallets and timpani), snare 
rudiments and timpani tuning.  They have time before class starts each day to practice on the instruments at school. 
There are many students right now in both the Symphonic Bands that cannot play all of these scales.  We cannot 
stress enough how important the basics of music, 12 major scales, are to the success of our band program.  Please 
encourage your child(ren) to practice these scales and their audition etudes to continue the quality of the Grissom 
Band Program.  Individual practice is the only way this band program can sustain the level it is now and grow.  
We also encourage students to take private lessons.  If your child is not currently taking lessons from someone, please 
contact us and we can give you names of qualified teachers.   
 
This audition material is also the Alabama High School All-State Material.  If any current 9th graders are interested in 
the Junior High School All-State audition music, please have them contact the directors.  This music is different from 
our audition music. 
 
Band Individual Pictures: 
The individual band picture proofs taken in October will be handed out to the students on Monday, November 21st.  
The proofs will include price lists and information for returning.  If the proofs are not returned there will be a charge 
of $15.00 per student.  Deadline to turn in orders is December 2nd. 
 
Marching Band DVD: 
Cutting Edge Productions has produced a DVD of the 2005 marching band.  The DVD will include a rehearsal 
montage, Lassiter pre-lims / awards and finals performance plus our own EXPO exhibition performance.  These 
DVDs are $20.00 each.  Deadline to order is December 2nd.  
 
All-State Distr ict Honor Band Audition Information: 
We encourage as many students as possible to participate in the Alabama All-State and District 1 Honor Bands.  
Registration deadline is Wednesday, December 7th (Pearl Harbor Day), the fee $5 for each event.  Auditions are 
January 27 (High School) and 28 (Junior High) at Sparkman High School.  District Honor Band is February 24-25 
and All-State Band is April 20-22.  PROM and All-State Band conflict again, so DO NOT TRYOUT FOR ALL-
STATE BAND IF YOU INTEND TO GO TO PROM!!!  However, you certainly may tryout for District Honor Band.  
ALSO, DO NOT TRYOUT FOR DISTRICT OR ALL-STATE BAND IF YOU DO NOT INTEND TO GO FOR 
ANY REASON.  IF YOU MAKE ONE OF THE BANDS AND DO NOT ATTEND THE CLINIC, YOUR BAND 
GRADE WILL LOWERED!! 
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New Instrument! 
If your child is playing on the same instrument you purchased in middle school, it may be time for an upgrade.  
Christmas is just around the corner!  Please contact the band directors or your student’s private teacher for 
recommendations of quality instruments.  There are some good deals in town but there are also very competitive mail 
order stores.  Shop around before investing your hard earned money. ~ Band Directors  

 
WHERE'S THE FRUIT??!!   
That was the question heard a lot as our first fruit 
sale of the season had to be cancelled.  We 
received a call from O'Dell's on Veteran's Day 
telling us that the fruit just wasn't quite ready for 
picking.  Oranges and grapefruit do not really start 
to ripen until the weather turns cold.  As we have 
noticed, the weather has only recently been Fall-
like.  In addition, Florida has had a tremendous 
amount of rain all Summer which also delays the 
fruit crop.  We scrambled to get postcards out 
with the information but, if you are like us, your 
postcard probably didn't arrive until Friday.  Billy 
O'Dell assures us the crop will be ready for our 
Dec 2-3 sale so plan to get your fruit then. 
  
We also really need some help with the fruit 
sales.  Our fruit sales are a major source of 
income for the band and one of the reasons 
we are able to have such a great program for the 
kids.  We have a great crew that works behind the 
scenes to make sure everything is ready to go 
during the sales, but the success of the sales 
depends on you.  We need your help publicizing 

the sale and WORKING the sale.  It's a great 
opportunity to meet other parents, interact with 
the kids, AND help defray those band expenses 
through FairShare hours.  All it takes is willing 
hands and a great attitude!  If you'd like to work, 
please contact Jan Baker 
at janqueenbee1@knology.net and she will get 
you on the schedule. 
  
You can also help with pre-sales!  Many other 
organizations in the area are now selling fruit and 
are doing it through pre-sales.  You can download 
the form on the band website.  Pre-sales can be 
picked up on Thursday nights (after 7:30) before 
the sales weekend.  Pre-sales have to be paid for 
at the time of pickup.   
  
See you at the Dec 2-3 sale!! 
  
Jim & Sheila Kirsch, Fruit Sale Coordinators, 
jckirsch@knology.net, 880-1162 
Jan Baker, Manpower Scheduling, 
janqueenbee1@knology.net 650-0915 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thanks to all who have volunteered to work in the 
lobby during concerts. The help has been first class all 
the way, and we will be calling on more volunteers in 
the days ahead.  We still have complimentary tickets 
to sign out to parents that are up-to-date on all dues.  

Please check with us to sign out your tickets at the 
next band parent meeting or concert. 

Sharon Keffer 
Concert Committee Chair 
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PANCAKE BREKFAST!!! 

Our first Pancake Breakfasts have been a huge success!  A special thanks to all who have helped for all their hard 
work.  Be watching for the pancake breakfasts to resume in February!  We DO NOT want to send tickets home 
with each student and have them accountable for the tickets/money.  But, we need parents who are willing to sell 
tickets in order to continue for this to be a successful fundraiser.  If you would like to help sell tickets to this event, 
please contact me or any of the board members.  Tickets will also be available at the Band Parent Meeting Please 
mark the schedule below on your calendar. 

 
 
 
�

A SPECIAL THANKS TO TANGENT PRINTING FOR ALL THEIR 
SUPPORT WITH THIS NEWSLETTER!! 
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$$$TREASURER’S BOX$$$ 
 

Thanks to everyone for working so diligently to make sure fees and costs are up to date.  We know it can be a bit 
confusing with the different fee structures depending on where your child is participating.  Below is a “Schedule to 
Date”  of the fees and costs incurred as of 10/01/05.  Please be sure to deduct anything that does not pertain to your 
child (i.e. – instrument rentals, etc).  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  We will get back 
to you a quickly as possible (as with lots of parents, we work outside the home and only do this for a hobby� ). 
 

  Marching   Concert Only  
 Guard 
Only   Jazz Only  

Dues  $  500     $ 445            $   370    $ 150     

Shoes (if needed)  $  32.00   N/A   $   27.00   N/A  

Marietta Competition  $ 25.00   N/A   $ 25.00  N/A  

Summer Rental      (percussion 
& students renting band owned 
instruments)  $  45.00   $ 45.00   x   $ 45.00  

Fall Rental               (percussion 
& students renting band owned 
instruments)  $45.00  $ 45.00   x   $ 45.00  

                                                                                                                                                   

Total due through 09/10/05  $647.00   $ 535.00   **$ 422.00   $ 240.00  

                                                                                                                                         
Full TOTAL due shown above                                                                                               
should be paid as of 09/10/05                                                                                    
EXCEPT -  $ 200.00   $      200.00   $ 100.00   $          -   

 

 ($100 Due                              
By 

12/0105)  
 ($100 Due                              
By 12/0105)  

 ($100 Due                              
By 

12/0105)   

 

 ($100 Due                              
By 

03/01/06)  
 ($100 Due                              

By 03/01/06)  

 **Does not 
include wind 
suit, special 
required 
items, etc.   

                                                                                                                             
REMINDER - ALL dues/payments must be current for a student to participate  
in any trip or activity outside regular school hours                 
 (football games, competitions, etc)    

 
UPCOMING PAYMENTS –  
November 18th  Spring Trip Payment  - $100.00 
12/01/05   Dues    - $100 (or equivalent credit) 
January 4th    2nd Trip payment  - $150.00 
February 1st    3rd trip payment  - $150.00 
March 1st    final balance for Spring Trip  
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[* *The directors are working on a final cost.  One of the factors with the final cost is the number of students planning 
to participate.  If your student is planning to take this trip, it is vital to get your deposit in by November 18th.  Thank 
you.] 
 
 
All checks should be made to Grissom Band Parent’s Association or GBPA.  Make sure your student’s name and 
what the payment is for  written on your check for proper credit.  You may drop payments into treasurer’s box in the 
band room outside the director’s office (NO CASH PLEASE); or you may mail checks to – 
 

Grissom Band Parent’s Association 
PO Box 4335 

Huntsville, AL  35815 
 
 
REMINDER – There is a $30 fee for checks returned by your band.  Payment of the check amount plus the return 
check charge must be made by cashier’s check, money order or cash.  Cash payments must be hand delivered directly 
to one of the treasurers.  Cashier’s checks and money orders can be dropped in the treasurer’s box in the band room or 
mailed to the post office box.  Partial payments cannot be accepted.  We regret that we have had to institute this 
policy, but the cost of bank fees, collection fees, etc. for these returned items can no longer be covered by the band 
fund.  Thank you for your understanding and assistance in insuring funds are available when your check is presented 
for payment. 
 
 
Mary Setzer     Teresa Montgomery 
Co-Treasurer -     Co- Treasurer -  
Student Accounts    Accounts Payable 
880-2862 881-9387 
TubaJrsMom@hotmail.com   tdmont@hiwaay.net 
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 Chaperones corner:  

LuAnn and I just want to thank everybody that helped with chaperoning during the marching season. We couldn’t have 
done it with out your support. I will be at the GBPA meeting November 28th with a sign up sheet if you want to chaperone 
the spring trip. Chaperones will need to make the same payment the students are making until we know the total cost. 
  Thank You, Debbie Krenn 
 

Dear Band Parents, 
  
I really appreciate the calls, wonderful food, and well 
wishes.  I©m doing well and expect to recover quickly.  I 
have two broken bones in my left foot which will mean 4-
6 weeks on crutches; however, no surgery will be 
necessary. I am able to drive and have the help of a great 
husband, two wonderful teenagers, and supportive friends 
in our Band Parents© Association.  
  
I am very grateful that my injuries were not more serious. 
I am also grateful to the folks  
 

 
who helped out at the scene of the accident. You guys and 
gals were wonderful!!!   
  
The leadership for the Band Exposition and the Band 
Parents© Association did an excellent job in setting up this 
event and responding to the incident as well. I am looking 
forward to working with some of the same wonderful 
folks in the Grissom High School Marching Band 
Exposition in 2006. 
  
Sincerely, 
 Becky  

 
Color Guard 
 
What a great season we had this year!  Thank you to all the girls who worked so hard preparing a 
wonderful show.  You represented Grissom well.  Another big thank you goes out to all the guard parents 
that were there to support and encourage the group in so many ways.  I hope to see you all at our 
upcoming parades. 
 
Alice Searcy 

 
P ASIC 2005 in Columbus Ohio was a BLAST! We had 22 students participate and Mr. Barley and 
ten adults also attended. Thanks you Mr. Connell, Mr. Vernon, GBPA, and all the parents that let their 
student participate! We have such good kids, and parents play a big role in that! ~ Thanks again, 
Debbie Krenn. 

Uniforms: Thanks to all of the parents and grandparents for your hard work on alterations.  Your 
willingness to help has been wonderful.  Special thanks to Patti Preston for getting out those stains!!!   

Thanks again. ~ Tiffany Hubbard, 880-3669 and Linda Craft  650-5600  

   



9 

 

 

  

  

  
 

Don’ t be left out! ! !    
To celebrate Grissom High School’s 35th anniversary, the store Argosy (which 
has closed) commissioned an exclusive hand-painted, resin 3-dimentional 
keepsake ornament of GHS.  This limited edition collectible is 4”  in diameter 
and comes in its own gift box for $20 or for $25 you can order an ornament 
with a small stand/base for year-round display.  What a unique reminder of all 
the wonderful memories of Grissom High – excellent holiday or graduation 
gifts or special mementos for current students or alumni!  Grissom Band has 
made special arrangements to sell these ornaments while supplies last.     We 
only have a few left, so don’ t miss this opportunity! !   Order yours before    
     They’ re all gone!  To order, fill out the form below and return with your 
check made to “Grissom Band”  to:  
 Grissom Band Parents Association 

P.O. Box 4335 
        Huntsville, AL  35815 

                    If you have questions, contact Karen Parker at 883-4622 or email parker23@knology.net. 

                    Name: ____________________________________________   Date:  ________________ 
              
                    Street: ____________________________________________  Check Number: _________ 

                    City, State _________________________________________  Zip: __________________ 

                    Phone  __________________________ Email:  __________________________________ 

                    ______ GHS Ornaments WITH display base @ $25 each  x  _________         =    $ __________ 

                   ______  GHS Ornaments (ornament only) @ $20 each       x  _________         =        __________ 

                   Order  Total                    $ __________ 
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