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May 2007
Editors: Judy Hardwick and Penny Irelan 
judhrdwk@knology.net ;     wmsghsaumom@comcast.net
(Send address corrections to us!)
                                                                                                       

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hello everyone,

It’s hard to believe that the year is coming to an end as we 
prepare for our banquet and graduation. For those seniors and 
their parents I would like to extend my thanks to you all for your 
support of the band over your time here and the effort, work and 
time that the seniors put in over the last 4 years. Without all of 
you we would be just another band in Alabama, something we 
obviously are NOT.

For those of you that missed it all three bands did exceptionally 
well at the Dixie Classic in Chattanooga with Sym I taking home 
the overall plaque and honors for Outstanding Woodwinds 
Awards. Sym I and Sym II both received an Outstanding Brass 
Award (the only two given at the festival) and the Concert Band 
received an Excellent rating for their performance. An 
outstanding showing by all the students and the directors. 
Congratulations to all of you!

As you should have seen by now we have seated next years 
board of directors for the band. The list and contact info for 
those folks is within the newsletter. We have also filled the 
majority of the committee leads and have listed those within the 
newsletter as well. We do still have a couple of lead slots that 
need to be filled and would REALLY like to see some of the 
rising Sophomore parents step in and work as assistants on the 
committees in preparation for stepping up to the lead position 
next year. If you would like to get involved and help out 
somewhere, anywhere, please email me and let me know and 
we’ll work something out. I promise you that you will be glad 
you did.

In closing, on behalf of the board I would like to take this first 
opportunity to wish our graduating class of 2007 the best of luck 
in their future endeavors. Continue to show the dedication, effort 
and work as hard as you have and you will go far in life.

Thank you once again to you all.

Jay

Executive Board: 2007-08

President: Jay Simcox cjsimcox@comcast.net
1st VP: Luann Holloway
2nd VP: Dan Peek
Secretary: Teresa Montgomery
Treasurers: Julie Ashcraft  julie12@ashcraft.net
Penny Irelan wmsghsaumom@comcast.net

Committees:
Marching Exposition: Jeff Brewer 
jjgbrew@knology.net
Chaperones: Jennifer Sherman
Publicity:  Teri Mitchell
Color Guard:
Stadium Setup: 
Spirit:   Ramona Braswell
Concerts:  Sharon Keffer: sharonkeffer@knology.net, 
Laura Hardy: lhardy@knology.net, Karen Allison   
klallison129@aol.com
Transportation:   Paula Dickerhoff 
Fruit Sales:   Jim and Sheila Kirsch   
fruitsales@knology.net
Scrip:  Lynn & Joy Stuckey   
Trucks:  Jim Kirsch  jckirsch@knology.net
Vipers/VBC Coordinator: 
Uniforms: Patti Preston, ppreston@knology.net
Historian: Dave Montgomery, jdmont@hiwaay.net
Ways and Means: unfilled at this time
Hospitality: Becky Brown
Webmaster:  Rex Simmons  
webmaster@grissomband.org
Newsletter:  Becky Proaps
pansypillywiggin@knology.net
Band Banquet Chair – unconfirmed at this time

Directors: 
Bill Connell and Theo Vernon
881-1075 (band room)

We will need volunteers to fill the following 
positions before we start next band season. We 
would also like assistants for all the positions 
listed.

- Stadium Set-up
- Color Guard (after tryouts)
- Vipers/VBC Coordinator
- Fruit Sale Coordinator Trainees
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Philadelphia Thanksgiving Day Parade!!
As you all know, the Grissom High School Marching Band has been invited and accepted an invitation to march in the oldest 
Thanksgiving Parade in the U.S this coming November 2007 in Philadelphia, PA.  We would love for ALL members of the band 
to participate in this trip next fall.  At this time everyone will depart on Tuesday, November 20, 2007, and return home early 
Monday morning, November 26th.  This trip is voluntary and is open to ALL Grissom Band students and families.  We MUST 
have at least 150 band students register for this trip in order for us to go.  We will not take a “Make shift” Grissom High 
School Band to march in this nationally televised parade to represent our school, city and state.  

Please make your reservation now so we can confirm this trip.  If you have not sent in your registration yet please contact the 
band directors if you want to go.  Florida Festival Tours will be handling all arrangements for this trip and will include:

One (1) night lodging in a Philadelphia hotel. 
One (1) breakfast at your Philadelphia hotel. 
Touring in Philadelphia to include Independence Hall Complex and Liberty Bell
Three (3) nights lodging in a New Jersey hotel. 
Three (3) breakfasts at your New Jersey hotel. 
One (1) traditional Thanksgiving Dinner on Spirit Cruise Lines. 
One (1) admission to a Broadway Show. Phantom of the Opera, Tarzan or Lion King (Make your choice on registration form)
One (1) dinner at S.P.Q.R.’s. 
One (1) dinner at Dallas BBQ. 
One (1) admission to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. 
One (1) admission to the Radio City Christmas Spectacular. 
Touring in New York to include Shopping on 5th Ave., Macy’s. 
Times Square Rockefeller Center, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, F.A.O. Schwartz, Trump Tower, Saks Fifth Avenue. Ground 
Zero, etc.
One (1) group photo. 
Services of an experienced tour representative with 24-hour on-call services. 
Liability Insurance Coverage. 

All taxes and gratuities (Excluding discretionary bus driver and tour guide gratuity). 
*Transportation not included in this estimate.  We are still working out options whether to bus or fly.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Mr. Connell llennoc1@aol.com or Mr. Vernon jtvjazz@knology.net at 881-1075.  
Thank you for helping to make this experience one your young adult will never forget!

INDIVIDUAL CANCELLATION 
Individual cancellations received after 30 days but less than 21 days prior to scheduled departure date are subject to a $25.00 per 
person cancellation fee. Any cancellations received less than 21 days prior to departure date will result in no refund. Only name 
changes will be accepted 21 days prior to departure date. 

You agree to pay Grissom Band Parents for the aforementioned goods and services according to the following formula and 
schedule: Estimated as of May 1, 2007.

*Transportation not included $785.95* per person quad occupancy 
$840.95* per person triple occupancy 
$920.95* per person double occupancy 
$1,261.95* per person single occupancy 

The aforementioned charges are to be paid to Grissom Band Parents as follows: 
$200.00 per person along with a signed copy of the registration form on 
or before Tuesday, May 15, 2007. 
$200.00 per person on or before Monday, June 4, 2007.
$200.00 per person on or before Monday, July 2, 2007. 
$200.00 per person on or before Wednesday, August 1, 2007. 
$200.00 per person on or before Monday, September 4, 2007.
Full balance on or before Monday, October 1, 2007. 
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Thanksgiving Day Parade Rehearsals
Rehearsals for the Thanksgiving Day Parade will begin after fall break with one evening rehearsal a week.  More details TBA.

Summer Band Schedule
Please refer to the band website for summer rehearsal schedules. www.grissomband.org
The summer and fall football schedule are posted in the Charms calendar.

Color Guard Captain tryouts May 21st 1:00pm
Drum Mayor Tryouts May 22nd 1:00pm
Rookie Camp (all incoming 9th graders) May 29, 30, 31, June 1 8am-12pm
Percussion Mini Camp June 8 1-6pm

June 9 12-5pm
Color Guard Camp June 4-8 8-11am / 12-3pm

July 2-6 8-11am / 12-3pm
Percussion Mini Camp June 29 1-6pm

June 30 12-5pm
Alabama Sports Exhibition July 13th evening TBA
(all section leaders and some upperclassmen will perform in the stands at A & M)
Color Guard Front Line Camp July 16-20 5-8pm
Percussion Camp July 16-20 8-11:30-1-4pm
Uniform Fittings and Fee payments July 23-25
Pre-Band Camp July25-27 8am-12pm
Band Camp July 30-Aug. 3 8am-12pm EVERYBODY

1:30-4pm Contest Band only
6-9pm Contest Band only

School starts August 8
Evening marching rehearsals begin August 9th 6-8:30pm

Mondays - Color Guard (6-9pm) Percussion (5-8pm)
Tuesdays - (6-8:30pm) All marching band members
Thursdays - (6-8:30pm) Contest band members only
Game Days - (3:30-4:00pm)  All marching band members

Summer DCI Show
We will not be able to go to a DCI show this summer due to a date conflict.  Please check www.dci.org for nearby shows and plan 
on going with a group of band members if you want to.

Fall Marching Show
We are in the process now of putting together music and drill for the fall marching show.  It promises to be different that what we 
have done the past several years.  It will have a classical theme with a Drum Corps flavor.  We hope to have show music parts 
posted on Charms and the band website by mid June.  Please go and download a copy for your instrument and start practicing.  
We promise it will be exciting and a lot of fun to learn!  

Contest Band Auditions
We will once again hold contest band auditions during Pre-Camp. Specific requirements will be posted on the websites so please 
be sure to check them out before you come in on July 25th.

Fall Marching Band Contest Dates
September 22nd and 29th the band will compete in marching contests.  Locations TBA
October 6th we will host our own contest the Grissom Marching EXPO at Milton Frank stadium.  All three of these events are 
required for ALL MARCHING BAND MEMBERS.

VBC Coordinator Needed!!!!

We must have a new VBC event coordinator take over Cherry Hovik's position. She has a graduating senior and will not be able 
to volunteer after May. Many individual families have earned a lot of credits for their accounts this year with this fundraiser. If we 
do not have someone step up and take charge of this fundraiser we will loose it. This alone has brought in over $15,000.00 to the 
band program and individual band accounts. With the Thanksgiving trip coming up and band fees due in late July, we would hate 
to see this fundraiser go away. Please volunteer to help schedule workers for this easy fundraiser.
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