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Hi Everyone, 

Welcome back to a new 
band year, and welcome to 
all of our new parents!   I 
hope you had a great Inde-
pendence Day, and are 
ready to begin again.  We 
have a lot happening in a 
very short time ï we will all 
be busy!  Our guard and 
percussion are already pre-
paring for the new march-
ing season, and before 
school starts we will have 
make-up rookie camp, pre-
camp, band camp, contest 
band auditions, uniform 
fittings, and much more.  
Please note that all of the 
dates for these events may 
be found both in this news-
letter and in the CHARMS 

data base. 

As you are aware, the 

Grissom Band Parents As-

sociation is an all-volunteer 

organization, and I must 

say we are blessed with 

volunteers this year!  We 

had well over 70 parents 

and students volunteer to 

work at the Air Show in late 

June, which was successful 

for our band despite the 

tragic events of the second 

day.  We certainly have the 

affected families in our 

thoughts and prayers.  I 

truly thank all who volun-

teered, some of whom we 

even had to place on an 

alternate list ï thanks for 

giving your time.  We need 

everyone to help in what-

ever manner works for you 

ï there will be plenty of 

opportunities for us all 

throughout the year. 

Again, please be sure you 

note the dates of our up-

coming events on your cal-

endar or in CHARMS, and I 

will see you all soon. If you 

have any questions please 

give me a call or drop me 

an e-mail! 

Chip Ledbetter 

President 2007-2008 

Presidentõs Message 

G R I S S O M  H I G H  S C H O O L 
July, 2008  

Grissom Band Parents 
Association, Inc. 

Important Dates:  

¶ Color Guard Frontline 

Camp: July 21-24, 5-8 

pm 

¶ Make-Up Rookie 

Camp: July 21-22,      

8 amñnoon 

¶ Band Pre-Camp: July 

23-25, 8 amñnoon 

¶ Band Camp: July 28ñ

August 1, 8 amñnoon 

(all members), 1:30ñ4 

pm (Contest Band), 

6ñ9 pm (Contest 

Band) 

Directors: 
Bill Connell 
Theo Vernon 

We must have a NEW 
medical form for each 
student yearly.  A copy 
of both pages is in-
cluded in this newslet-
ter and needs to be 
completed as soon as 
possible.  This form 
must be notarized to be 
valid.  

BAND CAMP 
SUCCESS 

¶ EAT before re-
hearsals (heat, 
milk and sodas 
donôt mix well). 

¶ Drink lots of 
fluids before, 
during breaks, 
and after re-
hearsals 

¶ Bring and apply 
suntan lotion; 
wear hats and 
sun glasses 

¶ Sit down if you 
start seeing 
flickering 
lightsðthis is an 
indication that 
you are about to 
fall down. 



We hope you all had a very restful summer, as short 
as it was.  Yes it is time to get back to it so to speak.  
All the Pre-Game and Contest Band music has been 
posted on Charms and the band website along with 
MP3 files for your listening pleasure.  All of this mu-
sic MUST be memorized before Band Camp so get 
started NOW!  The Contest Band audition procedure 

has been posted along with an MP3 clip of the re-
quired music for your learning pleasure.  This proce-

dure is also listed here in the newsletter. 

We are very proud of the color guard for working dili-
gently at their two camps and their morning rehears-
als this summer.  They also have raised funds to get 
new uniforms at car washes and through donations!  
They have worked very hard and are doing great!  
We canôt wait to see what they can do if they keep at 

the pace they are currently going. 

The percussion section has had two mini camps and 
will have their full-week camp July 14-18.  So far 
they are doing very well.  I know they are ready to 

get their music soon and get to memorizing it! 

Everyone needs to be sure to have copies of all of 
the following music at Pre-Camp, and it must be 
memorized!!  Check your assigned parts from the 

audition list that was posted in June. 

Birdland ï Pre-Game Show music 
Star Spangled Banner 
Alma Mater 
Tiger Rag 

Contest Band music must be memorized by Monday 
of Band Camp.  We may assign different parts than 
what you have learned or practiced depending upon 

how auditions turn out. 

Rock Point Holiday 
Sonoran Desert Part 1 
Sonoran Desert Part 2 

All rehearsals are required.  Missed time will put you 

WAY BEHIND which will be very hard to make up. 

Notes from  

the 

Directors  

Executive Board: 2008 - 2009 
President:  Chip Ledbetter 
president@grissomband.org 

1st. Vice President:   Kathy Francica 
vp1@grissomband.org 

2nd. Vice President:   Teri Mitchell 
vp2@grissomband.org 

Treasurers: Penny Irelan &  
Alice Searcy 

treasurers@grissomband.org 
Secretary:   Jennifer Sherman 
secretary@grissomband.org 

Committee Chairs 
Band Banquet: TBD 

banquet@grissomband.org 
Chaperones:  Jennifer Sherman 
chaperones@grissomband.org 

Color Guard:  Zan Crawford & Kathy Smith 
colorguard@grissomband.org 

Concerts:  Sharon Keffer 
concerts@grissomband.org 

Fruit Sales:  Jeff & Jan Brewer 
fruitsales@grissomband.org 
Historian:  Kate Jabczynski 
historian@grissomband.org 

Newsletter:  Kim Broyles & Robin Heath 
newsletter@grissomband.org 

Publicity:  June & Roy Malone 
publicity@grissomband.org 
Scrip:  Joy & Lynn Stuckey 

scrip@grissomband.org 
Spirit:  Ramona Braswel 
spirit@grissomband.org 

Stadium Setup:  Keith Thompson 
setup@grissomband.org 

Transportation:  Paula Dickerhoff 
transportation@grissomband.org 

Trucks:  Howard Wingo 
trucks@grissomband.org 

Uniforms:  Patti Preston & Diana Akridge 
uniforms@grissomband.org 

Vipers/VBC Coordinators:  Mary Fountain & 
Sharon Hamilton 

vbc@grissomband.org 
Ways & Means:  Elaine & Scott Sampson 

waysmeans@grissomband.org 
Webmaster:  Melanie Baeske 
webmaster@grissomband.org 
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Lets Get Started! 

PAGE 3 

¶ July 21 - 24:  Color Guard Front Line Camp, 5 - 8 pm 

¶ July 21 & 22: Make Up Rookie Camp, 8 am - Noon (all new members of the Grissom Band 
that did not attend Rookie Camp in May)  

¶ July 23 - 25: Band Pre -Camp (All Band Members) 8 am ð Noon  

¶ July 28 - August 1:  Band Camp, 8 - noon (all members), 1:30 - 4 pm  and 6 - 9 pm (Contest 
Band only)  

¶ July 29: Grissom High School Orientation.  Band Students will be released from camp to 
pick up their new schedule and turn in all materials due at orientation.  

¶ August 6:  School Starts Back, and after school rehearsals start   Please refer to the cal-
endar posted on charms for a complete rehearsal schedule  

¶ August 22:  Grissom vs. Lee at Milton Frank Stadium.  When the game is in Huntsville, the 
students meet at the stadium by 6pm.  Each student is responsible for their own trans-
portation.  We have trucks that will take the large instruments and equipment. Pick up 
your student at approximately 9:30 pm fron the stadiumõs north parking lot. 

¶ August 25:  Band Parents Meeting, 7 pm in the auditorium.  PLEASE MAKE EVERY EF-
FORT FOR AT LEAST ONE PARENT/GUARDIAN TO ATTEND EACH BAND PARENTõS 
MEETING.  THEY ARE ON THE 4TH MONDAY OF EACH MONTH EXCEPT FOR DECEMBER 
AND MAY.  

¶ August 29: Grissom vs. Butler at Milton Frank Stadium  

Marching Band Contests  

Tentative Marching Band Contest dates are September 20 th and September 27 th.  ALL  
marching Band members are required to attend these, so please mark your calendars.  

2008 -2009 Band Calendar  

The 2008 -2009 band calendar has been posted on Charms.  98% of all band activities are 
posted so please check them out so you will have no conflicts.   www.charmsmusic.com   
Login to the Parent/Student Login: grissomhsb to get to the public calendar.  You may also 
login to your students account using their ID/password.  

PLEASE REMEMBER: ALL  PERFORMANCES AND REHEARSALS OF THE ENSEMBLE THAT 
YOUR CHILD IS ENROLLED ARE REQUIRED.  BAND IS A PERFORMANCE BASED CLASS.  
THEREFORE, ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION IN ALL PERFORMANCES IS A VERY 
LARGE PART OF THE STUDENTSõ GRADE.  THERE IS NO WAY TO TAKE A òMAKE- UPó 
PERFORMANCE LIKE A òMAKE-UPó TEST!!   

Your son/daughter will not pass band for a grading period (9 weeks) if they have an unex-
cused absence from a performance during that grading period. Excuses for missing per-
formances are listed in the GHS Band Handbook on the Grissom Band Web site at 
www.grissomband.org . These include illness with a doctorõs excuse, family emergency 

http://www.charmsmusic.com/
http://www.grissomband.org/


 
We need everyoneôs help to update your information 
in Charms so we can be sure you receive all pertinent 
information and newsletters.  Inputting your own per-
sonal information (address, phone numbers, parentôs 
name) guarantees accuracy and means one person 
does not have to do it all.  It is very simple!  Please try 
and have this done before Pre-Camp July 23rd.  
Thank you. 
 
This site is Very Secure and no information is kept 
ñout thereò on a  Web site.   All  information is en-
crypted and kept in a database and cannot be accessed 
by anyone except you and the band directors. 
 
You will log in with the following to access and up-
date your own personal information: 
 
1. Go to www.charmsmusic.com 
2. Click in the Parent/Student Login 
3. School Code is grissomhsb 
4. Enter Student Password:  this will be the same 

login you have used in the past.  Freshmen will 
use the same login you used in middle school. 

5. Click on Student Info to add the information re-
quested. 

6. Be Sue to Click update when finished. 
7. Click Exit on Main Screen to explore what all you 

can do here. 

Contest Band Audition 
 Procedures 

Music Selection:  Sonoran Desert Part 2 / Measures 29-56 

ALL MUSIC MUST BE MEMORIZED!! 

Groups will be formed with close to equal instrumentation of wood-
winds and brass. 

Å Routine ï Applicants will start at ñdetailò. You will be called to 
attention, given a horns up, then a count off to begin. You will 
low mark time 10 for nothing and step off playing audition 
marching excerpt at the tempo determined by the sound clips on 
the website. (While playing, the applicant will keep their instru-
ment or drum front the entire time and only pivot/crab step the 
lower body.) 

DRILL : 40 counts phrases 

Mark time 10 
Begin playing on count ñ4ò of measure 29 which will be count 9 of the 
mark time 
ALL-Step off on count ñ1ò of measure 30 
ALL-Forward 10 
ALL-Left slide 10 
ALL-Backwards 10 
ALL-Right Slide 10 

Brass hold 40 

Woodwinds continue Right Slide 10 
WW-Forward 10 
WW-Left slide 10 
WW-Backwards 10 

Woodwinds hold 40 (til end) 

BRASS-Left Slide 10 
BRASS-Forward 10 
BRASS-Right slide 10 
BRASS-Backwards 10 

ALL-Hold 10 and play to downbeat of Meas. 56 

Percussionists audition will take place at percussion camp. 

Evaluation Criteria: 

Music performance 
 KNOW the music! 
Marching execution 
 Proper upper body position with good posture 
 Toes up 
 Horn angles 

Please practice this routine before Pre-Camp. We will only allow 
two times through for each group. Groups will be chosen during 
Pre-Camp at random. PLEASE BE PREPARED SO WE DO 

NOT WASTE TIME!  

Want to Reduce your Band Fee 
and Have Fun?  
 

Please e -mail me at mfountain1@knology.net  
if you are interested in working at the VBC, 
especially the incoming freshman.  Working 
at the VBC gives you an opportunity to de-
fray some of the costs of the band dues, and 
also, we have fun.  You  can call me at 527 -
2864, or e -mail me at vbc@grissomband.org.  
Thanks, Mary  Fountain.  

PAGE 4 

Charms Music 
Office Assistant 

mailto:mfountain1@knology.net


NOTES FROM THE TREASURERS 

2008 Contest Band Instrumentation   3 Tenor Drums  
15  Flutes    7 Mellophones   5 Bass drums  
17  Clarinets    10  Trombones    4 Cymbals  
12  Alto Saxes    9 Baritones    20  Color Guard  
4 Tenor Saxes   5 Tubas    
13  Trumpets    5 Snares  

Dues for band are as follows:  

Marching/Football Band  $500 (includes participation in Concert Band, Jazz Band and/or Color Guard) 
Concert Band only   $445 
Color Guard only   $370 
Jazz Band only   $150 

The ñCASHò portion of the dues is due at uniform fitting on July 24 -25.  Payment is due then, whether or not your child 
will be fitted for a marching uniform.  Amounts due at uniform fitting are: 

Marching/Football Band: $300; Concert Band only: $245; Color Guard only: $270; Jazz Band only: $150. 

The ñCASH OR EQUIVALENT CREDITSò portion of the dues can either be paid with cash OR it can be paid by credit 
earned by working at certain eligible  fundraisers (i.e., fruit sales, Von Braun Center concessions) or by purchasing 
Scrip.  

Marching/Football Band and Concert Band only:  $100 is due November 1st and $100 is due March 1st.   
Color Guard only:  $100 is due November 1st 

Because a majority of the bandôs expenses are incurred during marching season, prompt payment of your fees is crucial 
to the band program!  A 20% penalty will be applied to the unpaid fees if not received by September 1st.  Students who 
are exempt from school fees based on their family income are exempt from the band dues, but not from other charges 
(instrument rental, marching shoes, etc.).   

If you are playing a Grissom Band owned instrument, you will pay a per semester rental fee of $50 for summer, fall and 
spring semesters.  All percussionists will pay this fee as well as those who rent wind instruments.   

Summer fee is due now; Fall fee is due August 6; Spring fee is due January 9. 

Payments can be mailed or placed in the treasurerôs box in the band room. Checks or money orders only - NO CASH.   

Please write your studentôs name on all checks! 

Grissom Band Parents Association 
P. O. Box 4335 
Huntsville, AL 35815 

RETURNED CHECK FEE ï There is a $30 fee for checks returned by your bank.  Payment of the check amount plus the 
returned check charge must be made by cashierôs check, money order or cash.  Cash payments must be hand delivered 
directly to one of the treasurers.  NO CASH IN TREASURERôS BOX PLEASE.  Cashierôs checks or money orders can 
be dropped in the treasurerôs box in the band room or mailed to the post office box.  Partial payments cannot be ac-
cepted.  We regret that we have had to institute this policy but the band can no longer cover bank and collection fees 
associated with returned items.  Thank you for your understanding and insuring funds are available when your check is 
written. 

Attention Committee leads and their assistants:  If you need to request reimbursement for a budget-approved expendi-
ture, please submit your receipts attached to a ñGPBA Reimbursement Request Formò.  This form is posted in the 
ñHandoutsò section on CHARMS. 

Alice Searcy  will be handling the collection of band fees.  Penny Irelan  is the one who takes care of bills and reim-
bursements.  Either of us will be happy to assist you with any questions you may have.  Both Alice and Penny can be 
contacted at treasurers@grissomband.org  
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July 25:  FRESHMAN 
   A L   5:00-6:30 p.m. 
   M-Z   6:30-8:00 p.m 

UNIFORM FITTINGS 
JULY 24TH-25TH  

Every Marching Band Member MUST be fitted for a uniform! 
 

July 24:  SENIOR  5:00-6:00 p.m. 
   JUNIOR  6:00-7:00 p.m. 
   SOPHOMORE  7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

Please make sure you are at uniform fitting during your scheduled time, it will be greatly appreciated.  However, if 
an emergency situation arises please contact me immediately. 

All new marchers will be required to order a pair of black marching shoes from the band at approximately $32.00.  
Any veteran marchers who need new shoes will order at this time also.  Black gloves will be sold prior to the first 
performance in uniform.  Color Guard has been measured for your uniforms and are aware of all your extra parts 
including shoes. 

Band Camp apparel:  White tennis shoes are required.  They do not need to be fancy, just white! 

Uniform for First Few Games Only:  Khaki shorts will be the òuniformó pants for the first few football games only.  
It is recommended that you GET YOUR KHAKI SHORTS EARLY, since the òtrueó khaki color tends to sell out 
rather quickly.  (Not for use at Band Camp!)  White tennis shoes and white socks will be required.  The shirt will 
be provided. 

All of the information you receive at the beginning of a new school year may seem to be a bit overwhelming to 
process.  If you have any questions at all please feel free to contact me. 

If you would like to help work with the uniforms, we could always use help. You do not have to be able to sew to 
work with the uniforms! 

Patti Preston 

883-2425 

uniforms@grissomband.org  

P.S.  If you can help with uniform fittings please bring a seam ripper if you have one and  
         be in the Band Room by 4:30 p.m. 

Grissom Band Ads to be Included in Football Program 

Grissom Band parents are being given an opportunity to place business or personal adds for their band students 
in the 2008 football program.  This would be an especially nice way to honor your senior, or any band member.  
This would be a nice keepsake, and showcase the fabulous Grissom Tiger Band.  There is a form that needs to 
be filled out to place an ad, and it can be located on page 9 of this newsletter.  The deadline for purchasing ads is 

August 1.  The program committee also plans to represent the band better with pictures and write ups. 
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This form can also be downloaded from www.grissomband.org. 
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