August, 2008

Directors:
Bill Connell
Theo Vernon

Important Dates:

e Aug. 22— GHS vs
Lee, Milton Frank
Stadium

e Aug. 25— Band Par-
ents Meeting, 7:00
in Auditorium

o Aug. 29—GHS vs.
Butler, Milton Frank
Stadium

o Sept. 1—No School

o Sept. 5—GHS vs.
Huntsville, Milton
Frank Stadium

o Sept. 11—Rehearsal
for Max Hammond
Concert

o Sept. 12—GHS vs.
Austin, away game.

e Sept. 13—Max
Hammond Memorial
Concert, 7:30 in
Auditorium

e Sept. 18—GHS vs.
Bob Jones

o Sept. 20—Marching
Contest

e Sept. 26—GHS vs.
Buckhorn, Milton
Frank Stadium

e September 27—
Marching Contest in
Columbia, Tennes-
see

GRISSOM HIGH SCHOOL

Grissom Band Parents

Association, Inc.

President’s Message

Hi Everyone,

School has started and we
are off to a great start! |
hope you were able to join
us for the end-of-band
camp picnic and exhibition.
The band is already looking
and sounding fine. The
pace will be very quick as
they prepare for their two
planned marching contests
in September, not to men-
tion the many football pre-
games and halftimes!

We have many volunteers
in our association, and |
encourage each of you to
contribute in whatever way
you can. Please take a
close look at the list of
committee chairs on the
next page of this newslet-
ter, and give thought to
who and how you might
help. Some of the chairs
need “shadows” to work
with them this year in
preparation for next year,
so be forward-thinking!

Please note that evening
practices have begun. Be

especially aware of stu-
dents walking in the park-
ing lots of the school when
you drop off and pick up
your student. If you would
like to volunteer to chaper-
one any away games or

marching competitions
please contact Jennifer
Sherman at chaper-

ones@grissomband.org.

Please do not forget to do-
nate bottled water when
you can. We need to keep

our students well-hydrated.
Contact Keith  Thompson,
our stadium setup/water
coordinator, at sta-
dium@grissomband.org for

any additional information.

The first full band parents
meeting of the year will be
August 25 at 7PM in the
auditorium. Please plan to
attend if at all possible — we
will try to limit the meeting
to one hour, but we do
have a lot of information to
share at this first meeting. |
look forward to seeing you
there!

Chip Ledbetter

GBPA President 08-09
president
@grissomband.org
881-6388 home

684-4866 cell
Football Tickets
Grissom Football

Season Tickets will
be available at the
band parents meet-
ing. If you purchase
a season ticket
book, all the money
made goes to the
Grissom High Foot-
ball program. Profit
on tickets pur-
chased at the gate
is split between the
two teams playing.
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Executive Board: 2008 - 2009
President: Chip Ledbetter
president@grissomband.org

Ist. Vice President: Kathy Francica
vp1@grissomband.org
2nd. Vice President: Teri Mitchell
vp2@grissomband.org
Treasurers: Penny Irelan &

Alice Searcy
treasurers@grissomband.org
Secretary: Christy Kindred
secretary@grissomband.org

Committee Chairs
Band Banquet: Richard & Karen Cole
banquet@grissomband.org

Chaperones: Jennifer Sherman

chaperones@grissomband.org
Color Guard: Kathy Smith & Zan Crawford
colorguard@grissomband.org
Concerts: Sharon Keffer
concerts@grissomband.org
Fruit Sales: Jeff & Jan Brewer
fruitsales@grissomband.org
Historian: Kate Jobczynski
historian@grissomband.org
Hospitality: Becky Brown
hospitality@grissomband.org
Newsletter: Kim Broyles & Robin Heath
newsletter@grissomband.org

Publicity: June & Roy Malone
publicity@grissomband.org
Scrip: Joy & Lynn Stuckey

scrip@grissomband.org
Spirit: Ramona Braswel
spirit@grissomband.org

Stadium Setup: Keith Thompson

setup@grissomband.org

Transportation: Paula Dickerhoff

transportation@grissomband.org

Trucks: Howard Wingo
trucks@grissomband.org
Uniforms: Patti Preston & Diana Akridge
uniforms@grissomband.org
Vipers/VBC Coordinators: Mary Fountain &
Sharon Hamilton
vbe@grissomband.org
Ways & Means: Elaine & Scott Sampson
waysmeans@grissomband.org
Webmaster: Melanie Baeske
webmaster@grissomband.org

Welcome to the 2008-2009 Grissom High School Band!!  We certainly are
glad that you have decided to be part of this prestigious organization.
The proud tradition of the Grissom Band continues. Several of you
are GHS Band alumni who most certainly took part in establishing the
standards of excellence that we now strive to achieve and surpass. Our
students have set lofty goals that we hope to meet. Your support and
encouragement for your child and all the band students is vital for all
of us to have a successful year. We look forward to meeting and work-
ing with all of you in the near future. Get involved!! Volunteer to help
in your areas of expertise and comfort. There is something for each
and every band parent to do, and we hope you take advantage of those
opportunities. Let’s have a great year!!

Marching Band Rehearsals

Attendance at ALL band rehearsals is counted as part of the
students’ grade. This includes after school and evening rehearsals.
Roll is taken and recorded in a grade book. Since we don’t have extra
rehearsals it is very important for students to be at all scheduled re-
hearsals. Please avoid conflicts because students will be required to
make up the time they miss and pass off the material that was covered
during the time they were absent. Failure to do so will result in the
student’s nine week grade being lowered.

Students that are in FOOTBALL Band will rehearse after
school on Tuesday from 6:00-7:30 PM. The day of varsity games we
will have a short rehearsal immediately after school from 3:30-4:00.
Again, attendance at these rehearsals is required and is part of their
grade.

Students in Contest Band will have the following schedule:
Color Guard will rehearse Mondays from 6-9 PM. Percussion will re-
hearse Mondays from 5-8 PM. ALL Contest Band students will re-
hearse Tuesday and Thursday from 6:00-8:30 PM. The days of varsity
games we will have a short rehearsal immediately after school from 3:30
-4:00. Attendance of all rehearsals is mandatory.

This schedule for Marching Band will be followed until Fall
Break. FOOTBALL Band members will follow their rehearsal through
September 2°.  After Fall Break, we will have a marching band re-
hearsal the day of the varsity games from 3:30-4 PM, which includes all
FOOTBALL Band members.

***Please have your children at rehearsals 10-15 minutes before they are
scheduled to begin. They need time to put their instruments together,
warm up and be prepared for rehearsal. Also, please make arrange-
ments to pick up your child within approximately 15 minutes of the

(Continued)
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end of rehearsal. There is a security issue with children standing in the school parking lot waiting to be picked up after hours.
Varsity Football Games

All students in marching band are required to attend the varsity football games. The only exception is the game during Fall
Break, when we take a small pep band. The football schedule is listed on the Charms calendar: www.charmsmusic.com.

PLEASE REFER TO THIS CALENDAR OFTEN TO STAY ABREAST OF WHAT YOUR CHILD IS DOING IN BAND.
THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. ALL BAND ACTIVITIES ARE LISTED ON THIS CALENDAR. THE VAST MAJORITY OF
THEM ARE REQUIRED AND GRADED, SO YOUR CHILD’S GRADE DEPENDS ON KEEPING UP WITH WHAT IS GOING
ON!! THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION!

All games played in Huntsville will be played at Milton Frank Stadium. The games start at 7 PM. Students are responsible for
their own transportation to and from the stadium. We DO NOT provide buses to those games. Out of town games will have trans-
portation provided by the band.

The students are to be at Milton Frank Stadium no later than 6 PM and possibly a little earlier if necessary. The games end
approximately 9:30, so make arrangements to pick up your child by 9:45. Please do not wait until your child calls you to leave
them up (if you are unable to come to the game). We have students every game wait for up to an hoktfemthugir péoepts)

nome to
taspic

this an inconvenience for the adults that have to wait with them, but it is also a security issue withlgeople/é#tohgtsehe ohifldle

of a dark parking lot at that time of night.
Marching Band Contests

We plan on taking the marching band to two marching band contests this fall. All students in marching band attend these
contests. Those in Football Band will attend and observe the other bands. Those in Contest Band will perform. The dates for these
performances are September 20 and 27. We are avoiding conflicts with fall break, thus the earlier dates in September.

September 20™ we will be participating in a marching contest in Alabama. We will discuss this more at the August 25th band
parents meeting. We will attend the contest in Columbia, TN on September 27. This will NOT be an overnight trip. Much more
info on both of these events soon!!

Max Hammond Concert

Carl Max Hammond was a 1982 graduate of GHS. He was a trombone player in the Tiger Band who was very active not only
in music but many other activities in school. Unfortunately, Max lost his life on September 11, 2001 in New York. He was on United
Flight 175 that struck the South Tower of The World Trade Center. Since that time the Grissom Band has played a memorial con-
cert on or near September 11 to honor Max and all those who lost their lives that horrific day.

Not only do all 3 ‘sit down’ bands (Symphonic I, II and Concert Band- this includes ALL band students) perform, but also
Concert Choir and members of Images Dance Ensemble. There is no admission for this concert, but Max’s parents have graciously
agreed to allow us to accept donations. All proceeds go to the Max Hammond Memorial Fund which provides instruments for the
band. This is a required performance for all band students. It is a program that includes a video presentation and patriotic music.
It is something you don’t want to miss!!

Band Fees

Unfortunately, the Grissom Band must assess fees in order to operate. Most of you have already paid all or a portion of your
fees for band. If you have made no attempt to pay these fees or complete a promissory note concerning this matter, vour child will
not be allowed to receive their band t-shirt Tuesday, August 19 after school. Your child will not be allowed to perform without a
band tshirt. This is part of our summer uniform which includes Khaki shorts, white socks and white tennis shoes. Bl
take care of this matter as soon as possible. If you have any guestions concerning what you @¥iermpleaseoah
www.charmsoffice.com.

Again, THANK YOU for your support and cooperation in everything discussed above!! We are off to a great start!! Please
help us to give your child the best experience possible in band!! See you at all the performances!!

se mak
ck you

PAGE 3


http://www.charmsmusic.com

New This Fall!

The band will travel on school buses to three away games this season (Hazel Green, Austin
have arrived late (once it was right at half time!) due to the long wait for school busses and th
the kids. This new package will:

e Provide dinner for your band student cheaper than the mall

o Eliminate the need to stop on the way to the games, corralling kids, waiting in food lines, e
o Facilitatettme arrival to prep for the games

. Defray a small fraction of the rising bus costs due to fuel prices

Aorei me fee of $25 wil/ be assessed to al/l
Little Caesards, and/ or Jasonds Del.i and

by Septemi&n®rder to accommodate catering deadlines/deposits, etc.

*Early payment special: If you pay $30 at the band parent meeting, we will add a Grissom pill

more comfortdlbl&5 savings off-#tarids price of the pillow!

The color guard has been busy getting ready for
Marching Season. They have completed all their
camps, held fundraisers for their new uniforms,
been fitted for their new uniforms and received
their Spirit Uniforms. These girls work extremely
hard and add color, performance and beauty to the
half time show. Many times the members of Color
Guard have to explain their role during Marching
Season. This year, their new T-shirt explains it all:
"We're with the Band!" As their choreographer put
it, you do not know how many times I have to ex-
plain that. Speaking of Stan, he is an inspiration
to all.
that have helped thus far and just give you a heads

[ want to thank all the parent volunteers

up, there will be more to come. I would like to
extend a warm welcome to all the new girls and
their families we have on Guard this year. What a
wonderful group of girls! We are all looking for-
ward to seeing the show this year, and as always, be
prepared for the goose bumps.

All you photo bugs and proud par-
ents remember to send your best
shots to Kate Jobczynski, Grissom
band historian. She will need pho-
tos of students performing and at
play during contests, football
games, concerts, bus trips, guard
practice, percussion practice, etc.
If the band is doing it, she wants
to see it. Send your photos to his-

torian@grissomband.org.
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We need everyoneods hel
in Charms so we can be sure you receive all pertinent
information and newsletters. Inputting your own per-
sonal information (addr
name) guarantees accuracy and means one person
does not have to do it all. It is very simple!

0

This site is very secure and no information is kept
Aout thered on a we b
crypted and kept in a database and cannot be accessed
by anyone except you and the band directors.

You will log in with the following to access and up-
date your own personal information:

Go to www.charmsoffice.com

Click in the Parent/Student Login

In the School Code field, type grissomhsb

Click Enter Charms

In the Student ID/Password field type your stu-
dent login. This will be the same login you have
used in the past. Freshmen will use the same

A N e

Band camp is done and unif

to believe that school has already started. The first
kick off wil| be he efore w ow it. . D our
barl1id gtudelrjn aa/eéfhlgiré khaki sk({)]rtgv , W itré?‘ﬁngniél
shoes and white socks ? These items are required
to be worn for the first few games.

ess, phone number s, p
Black socks and gloves will be required when they
wear their marching uniforms. These items will be
sold before the games for $3 per pair.

o

mat i

A I € |

eep fe t

A d I AThangk ouo .
Fotmlithings and aIsdAth tose helpidy Wit l%erﬁl‘?erta-'
tions. If you plan to be at most if not all of the
games, please consider helping with distributing and
picking up the plumes for the half time performance.
If chasing feathers is not for you, then join us the day
after the game to check and brush off the uniforms.
Help is also needed to put uniforms on their correct
carts when they are returned from the dry cleaners.

The benefits to volunteering are the many friends
you make along the way. If you are interested in vol-
unteering or learning more about the opportunities
listed above, please feel free to contact me.

Patti Preston
uniforms@grissomband.org

login you used in middle school.

Click on Student Info to add the information re-
quested.

Be sure to click Update when finished.

If you want to earn credits to help off set

band dues, come and join us at the VBC.

you want to join us please send me your

email address, so that | can inform you
when we have events at the VBC to work.

If

Thanks

Mary Fountain
527 -2864
mfountainl @knology.net

R B T ¥ M w7145 o o, &
Grissom Ban st |
style neo®l pillows available in chocc
brown with an orange Grissom Tige
These make comfortable pillows at
cute gifts for new students. The cos
and these will be available at the ba
ent meeting and at the ball games.
for supporting your band!
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Thank you to all of you that have paid your band fees! This is a reminder that the following fees are due now:
Marching/Football band, $300
Concert band only, $245
Color Guard only, $270
Jazz band, $150
Fall instrument rentals $50

Keep in mind that a 20% penalty will be applied to unpaid fees not received by Sept. 1. Students who are ex-
empt from school fees based on family income are also exempt from band fees but not from other charges
(marching shoes, instrument rentals, etc.).

Additional fees that are due later are listed on the students’ Charms accounts:
Marching/Concert band: $100 due November 1 and $100 due March 1
Color Guard only: $100 due November 1
Any fundraising or Scrip credits that are earned will be applied to these balances.

Payments may be placed in the treasurer’s box in the band room (checks only-NO CASH) or mailed to Grissom
Band Parents, P.O. Box 4335, Huntsville, AL 35815. There will be a $30 charge for returned checks. Payment
of the check amount, plus the returned check charge must be made by cashier’s check, money order or cash.
Cash payments should be delivered directly to one of the treasurers.

Pl ease include your studentdés name on all checks
If you have questions about your Charms account, please contact the treasurers.

Alice Searcy and Penny Irelan

treasurers@grissomband.org Volunteers Needed for
the Concert Committee

LR 3 S Co-chair (freshman or sopho-
Lo U % : o l,. R, “"'1‘ — .
& o ’ Fomr g 4 v more parent) to help with
e 200808 2009 Concert Season Tickets =88 .
[&%=: = i graphics, lobby set up and
- ‘i Will be available at the August A . .
, volunteer coordination.
Band Parents Meeting S
15" One ticket (per band student) with eight punches # - ' Lobby workers for concerts
| il will be issued this year and can be used at the = )
*_»  Fall, Winter and Spring concerts. Parents must * #— (Slgl’l up at August Band Par-

sign for the complimentary ticket and be up-to-
date with fees. Lost tickets will not be replaced. ‘-":; 24

o= = Sharon Keffer, con-

ent meeting or contact

S ¥ 4 = - } | S en = Leel By - i
27! e e s certs@grissomband.org).
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For Your

Calendar

Date

What

Where

When

8/25/08

9/1/08

9/11/08

9/13/08

9/19/08

9/22/08

9/27/08

10/6/08 f 10/10/08

Band Parents Meeting

Labor Day

Max Hammond Dress

Rehearsal

Max Hammond Concert

Possible Contest Band

Rehearsal

Band Parents Meeting

Marching Contest. All

Band Members

Fall Break

GHS Auditorium

GHS Auditorium

GHS Auditorium

Grissom

GHS Auditorium

Columbia, Tennessee
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7:00 pm

No School

3:30 3 4:15 pm

7:30 pm

3:30 i 5:30 pm

TBD Saturday Only

No School




Go to the Grissom Band web site at www.grissomband.org/scrip for

Order forms, lists of merchants and much more.

Wh a't : Scrip is Ashopping cart fundraisingo

Back to school is always a hectic time. I'm reminded with every check we write the cost of our free public educa-
tion. Scrip provides a small amount of relief when it comes to fundraising. The beauty of Scrip is that it is fundraising for
the band and your student’s account without having to do anything out of the ordinary. The reason for the effectiveness
of scrip is simple: families generate revenue through purchases they would make anyway. Groceries, clothing, toys, gifts,
even gasoline can be purchased with scrip. An organization of 150 families easily spends more than one million dollars per
year on food, clothing and other essentials. If these families use scrip for these purchases, they can raise as much as

$50,000 per year for their organization—without spending an additional penny.
Where: Scrip is easy to obtain

There are several ways to order scrip. Scrip is available year-round. It is sold at all Band Parent's Meetings, con-
certs, and special events. Scrip is also available vie email. You can go to the band web site for access to order forms and
the list of merchants. There is a link to an email address for the Stuckey’s (scrip@grissomband.org) to place your order.
Scrip ordered via email can be delivered several ways. We try not so send scrip to school with students. But, you can go by

the Stuckey’s house, have them come by your house, or meet someplace convenient.
How: Scrip is issued by the national and local retailers

We keep a limited selection of scrip “on hand” for about 40 different merchants. We typically make one to two
Scrip orders monthly during the school year. We can get in a special order in just a few days. Check the band website at
www.grissomband.org/scrip to see the full list of scrip merchants. There are over 500 merchants who participate in the

program in categories including:

e Apparel & Accessories e Discount Stores e Home Improvement
e Books & Music e Electronics & Office e Online & Catalog

e Children & Teens e Entertainment e Service

e Department Stores e  Gas & Auto e Specialty Retailer

e Dining—Casual e Grocery e Sporting Goods

e Dining— Fine e Health & Beauty e Travel

e Dining—On The Go e  Home Décor

If you have any questions please let us know.

scrip@grissomband.org
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The band will be travelling to marching competitions on September 20 and September 27 and will be needing
chaperones. If you would like to go, please email Jennifer Sherman at jen.sherman1@gmail.com. There also
will be sign up sheets at uniform fittings and upcoming band parent meetings. Chaperoning for the band is
fun and you will find they are an awesome bunch of kids that are really a joy to get to know. It's the best way

to get a front row seat for seeing the band in action!

Remember that notarized medical forms and insurance forms must be on file before your child can travel with
the band. Even if you submitted a form last year, Huntsville City Schools requires a new one be on record for
the new school year.

We are in need of a nurse to travel with the band and dispense medications on overnight trips. We have al-
ways been lucky enough to have a band parent who was a nurse that could fill this position and we are hoping
the same will be true this year! If you would be willing to help in this area, contact Jennifer Sherman as soon
as possible to find out details of the position.

Lastly, a big thank you to Kandi Dodson who has volunteered to shadow me this year and take over duties next

year!
Grissom Band is now sending the
WATER newsletter electronically only for the
remainder of the year. This will save
NEEDED! on printing and postage costs. We will
need your help to accomplish this.
Please Bring in Please be sure your e-mail address is

- up-to-date on Charms. If you do not
two cases IfAyou have access to e-mail, or you know
havenot al rydicthdbe an effective way for us
done so. to communicate with you, please let
Water hottles either Kim Broyles (880-0285, newslgt-

are iced down ter@grissomband.org) or Ch|.p

and given to the Ledbetter (881-6388, presi-

student during dent@grissomband.org) know and we

the third quar- will continue to send you a paper copy.

ter of each foot- The newsletter is a vital communica-

ball game. tion tool, and you can't afford to
miss. it.
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