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understanding of these new 
rules.  They provided us 
with additional information 
from the Huntsville City 
Schools, and we are work-
ing to ensure that we are in 

compliance. 

One new rule had an 
abrupt impact on our Asso-
ciation:  We learned that 
HCS employees cannot 
serve as officers in support 
organizations.  I am very 
saddened to report to you 

that Ms. Teri Mitchell, our 
Second Vice President and 
an HCS employee, has 
tendered her resignation 
effective immediately.  Teri 
intends to continue her ser-
vice to the Association in a 

Hi Everyone, 

The band is really busy 
polishing their show as we 
approach our two marching 
contests.  For those par-
ents who are new to GHS 
this year, these competi-
tions are the highlight of the 
fall!  Please plan to attend if 
you can.  Go early to ap-
preciate other band pro-
grams --- and gain an even 
bigger appreciation of ours, 
due in no small part to our 

fine directors. 

We have some changes to 
report at the next Band 
Parents meeting on Sep-
tember 22.  Because of an 
individual in another part of 
the state who enjoyed 
some notoriety and the as-
sociated perks, the State 
Department of Education 
has issued new rules that 
govern how support organi-
zations are to interact with 
school systems and em-

ployees.  

The board officers met with 
Mr. Tom Drake and Ms. 
Bonnie Venezia on Sep-
tember 8 to gain a better 

different capacity, and she 
and the board officers are 
working on securing a re-

placement. 

Chip Ledbetter 
GBPA President 08-09 
president 
@grissomband.org 
881-6388 home 
684-4866 cell 

President’s Message 

G R I S S O M  H I G H  S C H O O L  
September 

2008 

Grissom Band Parents 
Association, Inc. 

Important Dates: 

 Sept. 17—Contest 

Band Rehearsal 

3:30—5:30 

 Sept. 18—GHS vs. 

Bob Jones 

 Sept. 19—Possible 
Contest Band Re-

hearsal 

 Sept. 20—Marching 

Contest in Heflin, AL 

 Sept 22– Band Par-
ents Meeting, 7:00 

pm in Auditorium 

 Sept. 26—GHS vs. 

Buckhorn 

 September 27—

Marching Contest in 
Columbia, Tennes-

see 

 Oct. 3—GHS vs Ha-

zel Green—away 

 Oct. 17—GHS vs 

Sparkman 

 Oct. 23—GHS vs 

Decatur—away 

 Oct. 27—Band Par-
ents Meeting—7:00 

in Auditorium 

 Oct. 31—GHS vs 

Lee, Homecoming 

 Nov. 14—Fall Con-

cert 

Directors: 
Bill Connell 
Theo Vernon 

2008-2009 Banquet 

We will be in need 
of volunteers to  or-
ganize, decorate, col-
lect tickets, and help 
with other exciting ac-
tivities for the end-of-

year banquet. 

We are actively build-
ing a distribution list 
for volunteers, so 
please let us know if 
you are interested. 
We will have a meet-
ing later in the year to 
discuss all of the op-
portunities we have. 

Thanks in advance! 

Karen and Rich Cole 

Colekr@comcast.net 

mailto:president@grissomband.org
mailto:president@grissomband.org
mailto:Colekr@comcast.net


Attendance at ALL band rehearsals is counted as part of the studentsô 
grade.  This includes after school and evening rehearsals.  Roll is taken 
and recorded in a grade book.  We are sorry we have had to add a cou-
ple of extra rehearsals for the contest band this fall, but due to weather 
and a parking lot full of cars we really had no choice.  Thank you for 
being understanding!  Please avoid conflicts because students will be 
required to make up the time they miss and pass off the material that 
was covered during the time they were absent.   Failure to do so will 
result in the studentôs nine week grade being lowered. 

Marching Band Contests 

We plan on taking the marching band to two marching band contests 
this fall.   All students in marching band attend these contests.  Those 
in Football Band will attend and observe the others bands.  Those in 
Contest Band will perform. The dates for these performances are Sep-
tember 20 and 27.  We are avoiding conflicts with fall break, thus the 
earlier dates in September. 

September 20th will be in Heflin, Alabama at the Ranburne High 
School 4th Annual Festival of Sound.  Our performance time is approx. 
7:00pm.  This festival will be hosted at Cleburne County High Schoolôs 
L.E. Bell field since they are doing construction on Ranburne High 
School. We will attend the contest in Columbia, TN on September 27 
held at Columbia Central High School.  Our performance time is ap-
proximately 8:50PM. 

We will meet at the school for a final rehearsal on those Saturdays then 
load up and go.  Complete itineraries will be handed out and posted 
on Charms and the bandôs website the week of the show.  We will also 
try and post directions so we can have as many supporters there as pos-
sible.  These events are a lot of fun and we hope many of you can travel 
to see what hard work your children have been doing these past few 
weeks.  Plan on parking fees and entrance fees to each.  We do not 
have details on this as of yet.  These are ALL DAY events with a return 
late Saturday evening or even early Sunday morning. 

After School Rehearsals 

Students that are in FOOTBALL Band will rehearse after school on 
the day of varsity games immediately after school from 3:30-4:00.  
Again, attendance at these rehearsals is required and is part of their 
grade. 

Students in Contest Band will have the following schedule:  Color 
Guard will rehearse Mondays from 6-9 PM.  Percussion will rehearse 
Mondays from 5-8 PM.  ALL Contest Band students will rehearse Tues-
day and Thursday from 6:00-8:30 PM.  The days of varsity games we 
will have a short rehearsal immediately after school from 3:30-4:00.  

Notes from  

the 

Directors 

Executive Board: 2008 - 2009 
President:  Chip Ledbetter 
president@grissomband.org 

1st. Vice President:   Kathy Francica 
vp1@grissomband.org 

2nd. Vice President:   TBD 
vp2@grissomband.org 

Treasurers: Penny Irelan &  
Alice Searcy 

treasurers@grissomband.org 
Secretary:   Christy Kindred 
secretary@grissomband.org 

Committee Chairs 
Band Banquet: Richard & Karen Cole 

banquet@grissomband.org 
Chaperones:  Jennifer Sherman 
chaperones@grissomband.org 

Color Guard:  Kathy Smith & Zan Crawford  
 colorguard@grissomband.org 

Concerts:  Sharon Keffer 
concerts@grissomband.org 

Fruit Sales:  Jeff & Jan Brewer 
fruitsales@grissomband.org 
Historian:  Kate Jobczynski 
historian@grissomband.org 
Hospitality:  Becky Brown 

hospitality@grissomband.org 
Newsletter:  Kim Broyles & Robin Heath 

newsletter@grissomband.org 
Publicity:  June & Roy Malone 

publicity@grissomband.org 
Scrip:  Joy & Lynn Stuckey 

scrip@grissomband.org 
Spirit:  Ramona Braswel 
spirit@grissomband.org 

Stadium Setup:  Keith Thompson 
stadium@grissomband.org 

Transportation:  Paula Dickerhoff 
transportation@grissomband.org 

Trucks:  Howard Wingo 
trucks@grissomband.org 

Uniforms:  Patti Preston & Diana Akridge 
uniforms@grissomband.org 

Vipers/VBC Coordinators:  Mary Fountain & 
Sharon Hamilton 

vbc@grissomband.org 
Ways & Means:  Elaine & Scott Sampson 

waysmeans@grissomband.org 
Webmaster:  Melanie Baeske 
webmaster@grissomband.org 
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Attendance of all rehearsals is mandatory. 

This schedule for Marching Band will be followed until Fall Break.  After Fall Break, we will have a marching band rehearsal the day of 
the varsity games from 3:30-4:00 PM, which includes all FOOTBALL Band members. 

***Please have your children at rehearsals 10-15 minutes before they are scheduled to begin.   They need time to put their instruments 
together, warm up and be prepared for rehearsal.  Also, please make arrangements to pick up your child within approximately 15 min-
utes of the end of rehearsal.  There is a security issue with children standing in the school parking lot waiting to be picked up after 
hours. 

Varsity Football Games 

All students in marching band are required to attend the varsity football games.  The only exception is the game during Fall Break, 
when we take a small pep band.   The football schedule is listed on the Charms calendar: www.charmsoffice.com. 

PLEASE REFER TO THIS CALENDAR OFTEN TO STAY ABREAST OF WHAT YOUR CHILD IS DOING IN BAND.  THIS IS 
VERY IMPORTANT.   ALL BAND ACTIVITIES ARE LISTED ON THIS CALENDAR.   THE VAST MAJORITY OF THEM ARE 
REQUIRED AND GRADED, SO YOUR CHILDôS GRADE DEPENDS ON KEEPING UP WITH WHAT IS GOING ON!!  
THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION!! 

All games played in Huntsville will be played at Milton Frank Stadium.  The games start at 7 PM. Students are responsible for their 
own transportation to and from the stadium.   We DO NOT provide buses to those games.  Out of town games will have transporta-
tion provided by the band.  Please see the posted itinerary on the bands website and Charms.  The October 3rd Football Game to Hazel 
Green is required for all marching band students.  The only game that is optional is the one during fall break to Florence.  We will 
take leadership and seniors.  We only have one 47-passenger bus to fill.  We will take volunteers until we are full.  We can accommo-
date about 40 students due to having chaperones and directors.   

The students are to be at Milton Frank Stadium no later than 5:50PM and possibly a little earlier if necessary to get dressed and pre-
pare for the game activities.  The games end approximately 9:30, so make arrangements to pick up your child by 9:45.  Please do not wait 
until your child calls you to leave home to pick them up (if you are unable to come to the game).  We have students every game wait for up to an hour 
for their parents to pick them up.  Not only is this an inconvenience for the adults that have to wait with them, but it is also a security issue with peo-
ple (adults and children) waiting in the middle of a dark parking lot at that time of night.   

Again, THANK YOU for your support and cooperation in everything discussed above!! Please help us to give your child the best ex-
perience possible in band!!  See you at all the performances!! 
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 Uniform News 
The Band is finally in their marching uniforms and they look GREAT!  This could not have happened 

without the assistance of numerous people ï Thank you!  Thank you! Thank you! 

We managed to get all of the students fitted and alterations made; now itôs time to make sure the 
uniforms stay in tip-top shape.  Beginning Monday, September 15th at 
9 a.m. if you are available please join us in the hallway outside of the 
Band room.  We will be checking for repairs and brushing off the uni-
forms.  For the rest of the marching season after each football game, 
competition, or parade we will meet during the following school day at 

9 a.m. to go over the uniforms.  

I would also like to thank Daniel Lindsey and Austin Shorter for their 
help during the summer months cleaning out the attic above the Band 

Library.  Their assistance was greatly appreciated.  Way to go guys! 

Patti Preston & Diana Akridge 

Uniforms 

http://www.charmsoffice.com
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Minutes from the Au-
gust Band Parents 
Meeting are available 
on the Grissom Band 
w e b s i t e 

(www.grissomband.org) for your 
review, thanks to Secretary  

Christy Kindred.  

                               Fruit Sales are Coming! 
The 2008-2009 Fruit Sale season is quickly approaching with our first sale coming up on November 21st and 22nd.  The last 
report from the grower is that this yearôs crop is a good one, so we are looking forward to bringing you another season of 
luscious Florida Indian River Groves citrus fruit. 

Pre-order your fruit for convenience AND savings! 

Once again, we will be offering an online pre-order website that will not only allow you the convenience of using a credit 
card for your purchase, but will also provide for you the assurance that your pre-order will be ready and waiting for you to 
pick up at your convenience on the weekend of the sale.  And you will get a discount to boot!  If you donôt want to order 
online, you will be able to download the pre-order form and send it, with your payment, to the address on the form.  And, 
yes, you will still get the discount with the mailed-in order.  There will be more details on the online pre-order process in 
the October newsletter, or you can find it on the Fruit Sale page of the Grissom Band website. 

Work off those fees! 

The fruit sales also offer you an opportunity to work off some of those band fees.  If you and/or your student work any of 
the fruit sales, your studentôs account will be credited $5 per hour worked.  Not only is this a great way to work off fees, it 
is also a lot of fun and a time when you can get to know some of the other band parents a little better.  We will be solicit-
ing workers for the first fruit sale at the October band parent meeting. 

Sale dates are set! 

Sale dates for the 2008-2009 fruit sale season are set as follows: 

November 21-22; December 12-13; January 16-17; February 20-21; and March 27-28* 

*Note: the March sale may end up being a pre-order only sale.  That decision will be made 
in February.) 

Fruit sale contacts 

Jan and Jeff Brewer are coordinating the fruit sales this year, so if you have any questions 
about the upcoming fruit sales, contact them at fruitsales@grissomband.org. 

VBC Help 

If you are interested in earning credits to-
wards your students account in band, 
email me.  The Havoc will be starting up 
soon, and we will need volunteers to work 
the concession stands.   Students 16 and 
older can work the VBC.  There are other 
events that we also work at the VBC, so if 
you are interested please email me.   

mfountain1@knology.net 

Mary Fountain 

Ms. Hope Kinch donated a solid silver 

flute to the band in honor of Max 

Hammond.  Hope was a Grissom HS 

teacher and taught Max when he at-

tended Grissom in the late 70's.  We cer-

tainly appreciate this donation in honor 

of Max. 

mailto:fruitsales@grissomband.org
mailto:mfountain1@knology.net
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REVISED  

FESTIVAL OF SOUND 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2008 

CLEBURNE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL, Heflin AL 

PLEASE REMEMBER THIS IS A REQUIRED PERFORMANCE FOR EVERYONE IN MARCHING BAND.  EVE-
RYONE IS EXPECTED TO ATTEND EVEN IF YOU ARE NOT MARCHING IN THIS PERFORMANCE. 

Bring $2 for guard for parking!!  Put your money in envelope posted on the directorsô office window.  Make sure 
you park your car in the south parking lot (the lot adjacent to the band room. 

ITINERARY 

10:00am- Band room open.  Those that have instruments to be shined need to use this time wisely.  DO NOT BE OUT 
RUNNING AROUND ACTING A FOOL (PLAYING  FOOTBALL, ETC.!!)  Have your Landscapes band T-shirts to 
wear into the stadium if we go watch bands before our performance.  

10:30am- Contest Band check role in the band room.  Get your hats off the carts.  We will wear them in rehearsal. 

10:45am- Rehearsal begins in parking lot or football practice field. 

12:45pm- Rehearsal ends. Put hats back in boxes properly and on the carts. Begin loading trucks.  Battery percussion and 
sousaphones will load and unload their instruments on the bus (tour buses-not school buses).  We will ride up in sections 
so load according to the list posted on the board in the band room.  You will not have time to run home and get anything 
you forgot during this time.  See list below. 

1:00pm-Football Band members arrive.   Wear your Landscapes band T-Shirts. You will not need instruments or uni-
form parts. 

1:15pm-Everyone seated in the band room for last minute announcements and bus loading. 

1:30pm- Depart for the show.  Eat your sack meal during this time.  BRING LOTS OF FOOD!! You will not have time 
to eat again until we get back to the buses after the contest!  Save some food for after the show!  NO CANDY!!!! STUFF 
LIKE PIXIE STICKS ETC. ON THE BUS OR BEFORE THE PERFORMANCE!!! 

4:30pm- Arrive in Heflin.  We will have a short time to relax, use the restrooms etc.  Football band will then go to the 
stadium to see the bands. 

6:20pm- Marching warm up followed by music warm up!!! 

7:20pm- PERFORMANCE!!! 

9:30pm ï Awards Ceremony 

After awards, we will return to the buses to change out of uniform.  You then may return to the stadium to visit the 
concessions.   After eating you will move to the bus you signed up on for the return trip.   YOU MAY NOT CHANGE 
BUSES FROM THE ORIGINAL LIST YOU SIGNED EARLIER IN THE WEEK!! 

10:30pm- Depart for Huntsville 

12:30- 1:00am- Approximate arrival at Grissom. 

WHAT TO BRING: 

1. Uniform accessories: Clean, black band shoes, black socks, black gloves. Guard-all your stuff!! Football Band members 
must wear your band Landscapes T-shirts and jeans or shorts will be fine.  A jacket for the evening may be needed. 

2. Instrument and all accessories.  Have extra reeds etc. 

3. SACK MEAL FOR THE RIDE TO HEFLIN.  WE WILL PROVIDE COOLERS FOR YOUR SOFT DRINKS-NO 
GLASS BOTTLES-FEDERAL REGULATIONS. 

4. Sweats or something to keep you warm on the bus (sometimes it gets a little cool in the evenings).   



We need everyoneôs help to update your information 
in Charms so we can be sure you receive all pertinent 
information and newsletters.  Inputting your own per-
sonal information (address, phone numbers, parentôs 
name) guarantees accuracy and means one person 
does not have to do it all.  It is very simple!   
 
This site is very secure and no information is kept 
ñout thereò on a  web site.   All  information is en-
crypted and kept in a database and cannot be accessed 
by anyone except you and the band directors. 
 
You will log in with the following to access and up-
date your own personal information: 
 
1. Go to www.charmsoffice.com 
2. Click in the Parent/Student Login 
3. In the School Code field, type grissomhsb 
4. Click Enter Charms 
5. In the Student ID/Password field type your stu-

dent login.  This will be the same login you have 
used in the past.  Freshmen will use the same 
login you used in middle school. 

6. Click on Student Info to add the information re-
quested. 

7. Be sure to click Update when finished. 
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Charms Music 
Office Assistant 

Grissom Band still has the popular òmoshieó-

style neck-roll pillows available in chocolate 
brown with an orange Grissom Tigers logo.  

These make comfortable pillows and also 

cute gifts for new students.  The cost is $10 

and these will be available at the band par-

ent meeting and at the ball games. Thanks 

for supporting your band! 

Picture This  

All you photo bugs and proud par-
ents remember to send your best 
shots to Kate Jobczynski, Grissom 
band historian.  She will need pho-
tos of students performing and at 
play during contests, football 
games, concerts, bus trips, guard 
practice, percussion practice, etc.  
If the band is doing it, she wants to 
see it.  Send your photos to histo-
rian@grissomband.org. 

Visit the Grissom Band Website at 

www.grissomband.org  

The Color Guard would like to extend a 
THANK YOU to those who so generously donated to 
our fundraising for our new uniforms this year. Those 
include The Orthopedic Center, SportsMed and Aero-
thermo Technology. Without their support, we could 
not have gotten new uniforms this year. If you get the 
opportunity to thank these businesses personally, 
please do so. The girls have all received their new uni-
forms and they look great! They are all looking forward 
to the first uniform home game this weekend. I would 
also like to again thank all the parent volunteers that 
have stepped up to the plate and helped so far this 
year. With each request, the need is always met thanks 
to the wonderful parents of the Guard Girls. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me if you need anything. 

Kathy Smith 
colorguard@grissomband.org 



Date  What  Where  When  

9/17/08  Contest Band Re-

hearsal  

Grissom  3:30 ñ5:30 pm  

9/18/08  Grissom vs. Bob Jones  Milton Frank Stadium  5:50 -  9:45 pm  

9/19/08  Possible Contest Band 

Rehearsal  

Grissom  3:30 ñ5:30 pm  

9/20/08  Marching Competition.  

All band members  

Hefflin, Alabama  All Day  

9/22/08  Band Parents Meeting  GHS Auditorium  7:00 pm  

9/26/08  Grissom vs. Buckhorn  Milton Frank Stadium  5:50 -  9:45 pm  

9/27/08  Marching Competition.  

All Band Members  

Columbia, Tennessee  All Day  

10/3/08  Grissom vs. Hazel 

Green  

Hazel Green  TBD  

10/6/08 ñ10/10/08  Fall Break   No School  

10/10/08  Grissom vs. Florence  Pep Band Only  Florence  

10/17/08  Grissom vs Sparkmam    Milton Frank Stadium  5:50 ñ9:45 pm  

10/23/08  Grissom vs. Decatur  Away  5:50 ñ9:45  

10/27/08  Band Parents Meeting  Grissom Auditorium  7:00 pm  

10/31/08  
Homecoming  

Grissom vs. Lee  

Milton Frank Stadium  5:50 ñ9:45 pm  

11/4/08  No School    

11/14/08  Fall Concert  Grissom Auditorium  TBD  
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For Your 

 Calendar 
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Scrip - Rechargeable Grocery Cards 
The school year is in full swing.  Remember to order scrip for all you grocery, retail, and restaurant purchases.  
Now is the time to make plans to help the band and earn credits for your student account. The basic idea is to 
use Scrip for things youôll be buying anyway.  Be sure to use your rechargeable grocery cards throughout the year!  
Here are a few ways you can help the band and yourself: 

1. Keep recharging the card and use it to buy groceries for regular and special meals 
and parties 

2. Did you know you can buy stamps at the Kroger store with your card? 

3. The store sells some gift cards that we cannot get from our supplier ï you can 
buy these using your rechargeable card. 

4. Use the rechargeable card to buy pharmacy items. 

5. If your church or work group wants to sponsor a family and provide a gift card 
for groceries ï get a Kroger card and load it before you give it to the family. 

6. Give a loaded rechargeable card to your parents if they have a Kroger nearby. You can load it for whatever 
amount you choose ï usually up to $500. 

7. Ask family and friends to use the rechargeable card and just designate your studentôs account when you buy 
the card for them. The original card only has $5 value, so you can mail it without much worry and let them re-
charge it before they begin to use it. Remember you must buy the gift card from the band to get credit as it is 
reloaded and tell us which student account to assign credit to for each card.  

If you need to buy a card, let us know at scrip@grissomband.org. 

2008ð 2009 Concert Season Tickets  

will be available at the September Band Par-
ents Meeting. One ticket (per band student) 
with eight punches will be issued this year 

and can be used at the Fall, Winter and 
Spring concerts.  Parents must sign for the 

complimentary ticket and be up -to -date with 
fees.  Lost tickets will not be replaced.  

mailto:scrip@grissomband.org

