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ments to re-check your 
studentôs profile in 
Charms and ensure that 
your email addresses are 
up-to-date, since most of 
our communication is via 
email. 

I cannot extend enough 
thanks to the many, 
many people who keep 
our superior band operat-
ing so smoothly.  Thank 
you for allowing the 
board officers, committee 
chairs, and me to call on 
you for help from time to 
time, and for tolerating 
my multiple mass email 
messages.  It is an honor 
to serve you and to serve 
with you. 

Chip Ledbetter 
GBPA President 08-09 
president@grissomband.org 

881-6388 home 
684-4866 cell 

Hi Everyone, 

I hope you had a chance 
to go to at least one of 
the competitions in Sep-
tember.  The band was 
sensational!  They made 
top marks and brought 
home championship tro-
phies at both the Heflin 
and Columbia competi-
tions.  Kudos to Mr. 
Connell, Mr. Vernon, 
our clinicians, and espe-
cially our fantastic stu-
dents!   

Please note that we are in 
a transition period be-
tween marching and con-
cert seasons.  Although 
we do have a few football 
games left, our students 
are already working on 
material for the fall con-
cert, scheduled for No-
vember 14.  Be sure to 
look elsewhere in the 
newsletter for important 
dates ï and donôt forget 
to check the calendar on 
Charms periodically.  
Speaking of Charms, 
please take a few mo-
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Grissom Band Parents 
Association, Inc. 

Important Dates:  

¶ Oct. 23ñGHS vs 

Decaturñaway 

¶ Oct. 27ñBand Par-

ents Meetingñ7:00 

in Auditorium 

¶ Oct. 31ñGHS vs 

Lee, Homecoming 

¶ Nov. 3ñAfter School 

Rehearsals start 

¶ Nov. 14ñFall Con-

cert 

¶ Nov. 21 & 22ñFruit 

Sales 

¶ Nov. 24ñBand Par-

ents Meeting, 7:00 

in Auditorium 

¶ Dec. 5ñChristmas 

Concert 

¶ Dec. 6ñChristmas 

Parade 

¶ Dec. 8ñ12ñSecond 

Semester Auditions 

¶ Dec. 12 & 13ñ

Hilaritas 

¶ Dec. 12 & 13ñFruit 

Sales 

¶ Dec .14ñPotpourri 

¶ Dec. 16ñ19ñFinal 

Exams 

Directors: 
Bill Connell 
Theo Vernon 

Money Matters  

Thanks to all who have 
paid your band fees!  
This is a reminder that 
the following fees are 
due November 1: 

¶ Marching/Football 
band, $100 

¶ Concert band only, 
$100 

¶ Color Guard only, 
$100 

Please check your 
Charms account for your 
current balance.  If you 
have credits for VBC or 
Scrip, you may not owe 
the full $100.  If you have 
questions about your 
Charms account, please 

contact the treasurers. 

 Please include your stu-
dentôs name on all 

checks. 

Alice Searcy and Penny 

Irelan 

treasurers@grissomband.org 

mailto:president@grissomband.org


After School Concert Band Rehearsals 

Attendance at ALL band rehearsals is counted as part of the 

studentsõ grade.  This includes after school and evening re-

hearsals. Please avoid conflicts because students will be re-

quired to make up the time they miss and pass off the material 

that was covered during the time they were absent.   Failure to 

do so will result in the studentõs nine-week grade being low-

ered.  Rehearsal schedule is as follows: 

¶ Symphonic Band I ð Tues & Thurs 3:30-5:30pm 

¶ Symphonic Band II ð Mon 3:30-5:30 (Begins November 

3rd) 

¶ Concert Band ð Wed 3:30-5:30 (Beings November 5th) 

Marching Band Contests 

We are very proud of what the marching band was able to ac-

complish this fall with all the distractions of weather and cars 

parked in our classroom during our rehearsal times.  We 

missed a total of 12+ hours of rehearsal and were still able to 

reach a level of performance that was well beyond what we all 

expected in a short amount of time.  Thank you all for your dili-

gent work and dedication and CONGRATULATIONS for a very 

successful contest season.  We also want to thank the parents 

for your support throughout the season and the year.  We have 

much more to come! 

Concert Season 

The concert season which makes up the majority of your 

childõs band experience at Grissom is here and we are very 

excited.  We have several concerts coming up before our Holi-

day break in December.  The Fall Concert will be Friday, No-

vember 14th at 7:30pm.  All three concert bands and the two 

jazz bands will perform.  The Christmas Concert is Friday , De-

cember 5th at 7:30pm. òHilaritasó will be Friday and Saturday, 

December 12 & 13 at 7:30pm.  This concert features the 

òAóJazz Band and the Concert Choir.  The Potpourri Concert 

will be Sunday, December 14th at 2:00pm.  This concert fea-

tures small instrumental and choral ensembles from the band 

and choral departments. 

Parades 

The marching band will not march in the Veteranõs Day Parade 

Notes from  

the 

Directors  

Executive Board: 2008 - 2009 
President:  Chip Ledbetter 
president@grissomband.org 

1st. Vice President:   Kathy Francica 
vp1@grissomband.org 

2nd. Vice President:   Roy Malone 
vp2@grissomband.org 

Treasurers: Penny Irelan &  
Alice Searcy 

treasurers@grissomband.org 
Secretary:   Christy Kindred 
secretary@grissomband.org 

Committee Chairs 
Band Banquet: Richard & Karen Cole 

banquet@grissomband.org 
Chaperones:  Jennifer Sherman 
chaperones@grissomband.org 

Color Guard:  Kathy Smith & Zan Crawford  
 colorguard@grissomband.org 

Concerts:  Sharon Keffer 
concerts@grissomband.org 

Fruit Sales:  Jeff & Jan Brewer 
fruitsales@grissomband.org 
Historian:  Kate Jobczynski 
historian@grissomband.org 
Hospitality:  Becky Brown 

hospitality@grissomband.org 
Newsletter:  Kim Broyles & Robin Heath 

newsletter@grissomband.org 
Publicity:  Teri Mitchell 

publicity@grissomband.org 
Scrip:  Joy & Lynn Stuckey 

scrip@grissomband.org 
Spirit:  Ramona Braswel 
spirit@grissomband.org 

Stadium Setup:  Keith Thompson 
stadium@grissomband.org 

Transportation:  Paula Dickerhoff 
transportation@grissomband.org 

Trucks:  Howard Wingo 
trucks@grissomband.org 

Uniforms:  Patti Preston & Diana Akridge 
uniforms@grissomband.org 

Vipers/VBC Coordinators:  Mary Fountain & 
Sharon Hamilton 

vbc@grissomband.org 
Ways & Means:  Elaine & Scott Sampson 

waysmeans@grissomband.org 
Webmaster:  Melanie Baeske 
webmaster@grissomband.org 

After School Concert Band Rehearsals 
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this year.  We plan on marching in the Christmas Parade which is usually held the first Saturday in December, which is 

December 6th. More info later. 

Auditions for Spring Semester 

Auditions for Spring semester band placement will be held December 8-12.  The audition music was handed out in 

class the week of October 20th.  We hold auditions twice a year to enable the students to move up in their section and 

possibly in to a higher band.  This means that if they move into a different band their 2nd semester schedule will 

change to reflect that.  Depending upon how prepared your child is for the audition will determine whether they move 

up stay the same or move down.  Yes they can move down to a lower band if they are not prepared. 

Step-up Instruments 

If your son or daughter is playing on the same instrument they began on in 6th grade it might be time for an upgrade.  

There are many mail order businesses that are very competitive.  If you need help with this good investment, please 

contact the band directors. 

Again, THANK YOU for your support and cooperation in all that Grissom Band does! Please help us to give your 

child the best experience possible in band!!  See you at all the performances!! 
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Reflections is a national PTA program that provides stu-
dents an opportunity to create works of art for self ex-
pression and recognition.  Arts categories include visual 
art, photography, literature, music, dance and film. 

Students may have participated in Reflections at their 
elementary or middle school. The program also includes 

a division for high school students. Recognition for a Reflections entry would be a 
great addition to a studentôs resume. 

Alabama PTA awards a $500 scholarship for High School seniors participating in the 
program. If your senior is interested in applying for this scholarship, please contact 
Donna Clark. 

Reflections packages are available in the main office. Information and entry forms are 
also available at the Grissom website http://www.hsv.k12.al.us/schools/high/ghs/
reflections.htm or at http://www.alabamapta.org/aboutus/reflections-enteringInfo.html 

The due date for this yearôs entries is Friday, November 14, 2008. Should you have 
any questions, please contact Donna Clark at clarkdf@aol.com or call 882-3144. 
 

http://www.hsv.k12.al.us/schools/high/ghs/reflections.htm
http://www.hsv.k12.al.us/schools/high/ghs/reflections.htm
http://www.alabamapta.org/aboutus/reflections-enteringInfo.html
mailto:clarkdf@aol.com
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Fruit Sales  

The 2008-2009 Fruit Sale season is quickly approaching with our first sale coming up on November 21st and 
22nd.  The last report from the grower is that this yearôs crop is a good one, so we are looking forward to bringing 
you another season of luscious Florida Indian River Groves citrus fruit. 

Pre -order your fruit for convenience AND savings!  

Once again, we will be offering an online pre-order website that will not only allow you the convenience of using 
a credit card for your purchase, but will also provide for you the assurance that your pre-order will be ready and 
waiting for you to pick up at your convenience on the weekend of the sale.  And you will get a discount to boot!  
If you donôt want to order online, you will be able to download the pre-order form and send it, with your pay-
ment, to the address on the form.  And, yes, you will still get the discount with the mailed-in order. 

To place a pre-order, go to this website: http://www.fruitorder.com/orderFundraising.asp?OrgId=338427 and 
follow these easy steps: 

¶ Select the type of fruit and box size and click on the ñView Detailsò link. 
¶ Select the quantity you would like and click on the ñAdd to Cartò link. 
¶ Either click on the ñContinue Shoppingò link or on the ñProceed to Checkoutò link. 
¶ Once at checkout, follow the directions on the screen and youôre done! 

Note: There is a link at the bottom of the Checkout screen that asks you 
ñWhich seller would you like to credit for this order?ò  Please ignore that 
box as there are no credits allocated for fruit that is purchased. 

To download a pre-order form to send in, go to our Grissom Band Fruit Sale web-
site: http://www.grissomband.org/fruitsales.shtml and download the ñpre-order 
formò.  Fill it out and send it to the address on the form with your check made out 
to GBPA. 

Work off those fees!  

The fruit sales also offer you an opportunity to work off some of those band fees.  If you and/or your student 
work any of the fruit sales, your studentôs account will be credited $5 / hour worked.  Not only is this a great 
way to work off fees, it is also a lot of fun and a time when you can get to know some of the other band parents 
a little better.  We will be soliciting workers for the first fruit sale at the October band parent meeting. 

Sale dates are set!  

November 21-22; December 12-13; January 16-17; February 20-21; and March 27-28* 

(*Note: the March sale may end up being a pre-order only sale.  That decision will be made in February.) 

Fruit Sale Flyers!  

We will have some nice flyers available at the October band parent meeting for you to take and put up on your 
bulletin board at your work.  If you canôt make it to the meeting, contact us at the e-mail below and we can ei-
ther send you the file or make some copies and get them to you. 

Fruit sale contacts:  

Jan and Jeff Brewer are coordinating the fruit sales this year, so if you have any questions about the upcoming 
fruit sales, contact them at fruitsales@grissomband.org. 

http://www.fruitorder.com/orderFundraising.asp?OrgId=338427
http://www.grissomband.org/fruitsales.shtml
mailto:fruitsales@grissomband.org
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