November
2008

Directors:
Bill Connell
Theo Vernon

Important Dates:

e Nov. 21 & 22—Fruit

Sales

Nov. 24—Band Par-
ents Meeting, 7:00
in Auditorium

Dec. 5—Christmas
Concert

Dec. 6—Christmas
Parade

Dec. 8—12—Second
Semester Auditions

Dec. 12 & 13—
Hilaritas

Dec. 12 & 13—Fruit
Sales

Dec. 14—Potpourri

Dec. 16—19—Final
Exams

Jan. 5—School Re-
opens

Jan. 7—All State
Band Registration
Due

Jan. 26—Band Par-
ents Meeting

Jan. 30—All State
Band Auditions for
Senior High

February 4—7—
Symphonic/Concert
Band Camp

Feb. 23—Band Par-
ents Meeting

GRISSOM HIGH SCHOOL

Grissom Band Parents

Association, Inc.

President’s Message

Hi Everyone,

This year is really going by
quickly! Our football sea-
son is behind us, and we
have much more ahead!
Our band program is na-
tionally recognized primar-
ily for its symphonic pro-
grams, and the coming
year will no doubt reinforce
that recognition.

Our students still have
quite a few events between
now and the end of this
semester, including the
Christmas concert, the
Christmas parade, Hilari-
tas, Potpourri, and ... audi-
tions for next semester.
Look elsewhere in this
newsletter or in Charms for
dates of these and other
events.

Our Association exists for
one reason: to assist the
Grissom Band - our kids.
To keep the band going (at
a nationally-recognized
level) requires a lot of fi-
nancial assistance, as you
have probably noticed by
now. Our biggest fund-
raiser is about to begin this

month — fruit sales! Please
consider helping if you can.
Not only does your student
get credit toward his/her
account for time spent
working at the sale site,
you are helping to fund the
band.

Your board officers are still
working with Huntsville City
Schools (HCS) and the
Board of Education (BOE).
The recent enforcement of
long-standing rules regard-
ing compensation to HCS
employees has caused us
much consternation. With-
out going into details, we
believe the manner by
which HCS wants to control
how we compensate our
directors and clinicians is
unnecessary, if not wrong.
We believe we have a solu-
tion that is workable, and
hope to come to an agree-
ment in a small meeting
with one or two BOE repre-
sentatives. Please plan to
attend our next GBPA
meeting on November 24
for what | hope will be a
final update.

Once again, | cannot ex-

tend enough thanks to the
many, many people who
keep our Association and
our outstanding band run-
ning so smoothly! Please
take the time to thank a
committee chair or a board
officer — they are working
hard for all of us. And don't
forget to thank our directors
for mentoring our kids — not
just about music, but about
teamwork and leadership.

Respectfully,

Chip Ledbetter

GBPA President 08-09
president@grissomband.org
881-6388 home
684-4866 cell
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Notes from
the
Directors

After School Concert Band Rehearsals

Attendance at ALL band rehearsals is counted as part of the stu-
dents’ grade. This includes after school and evening rehearsals.
Please avoid conflicts because students will be required to make
up the time they miss and pass off the material that was covered
during the time they were absent. Failure to do so will result in
the student’s nine-week grade being lowered. Rehearsal schedule
is as follows:

Symphonic Band I - Tues & Thurs 3:30-5:30pm
Symphonic Band II - Mon 3:30-5:30 (Began Nov. 3™)
Concert Band - Wed 3:30-5:30 (Began Nov. 5%

Concert Season

The concert season, which makes up the majority of your child’s
band experience at Grissom, is here, and we are very excited.
We have several concerts coming up before our Holiday break in
December. The Christmas Concert is Friday, December 5 at
7:30pm. “Hilaritas” will be Friday and Saturday, December 12 &
13 at 7:30pm. This concert features the “A” Jazz Band and the
Concert Choir. The Potpourri Concert will be Sunday, Decem-
ber 14™ at 2:00pm. This concert features small instrumental and
choral ensembles from the band and choral departments.

Parades

The marching band (which includes all football band members)
will be marching in the Christmas Parade on Saturday, Decem-
ber 6™. We will have an itinerary the week of the parade.

Auditions for Spring Semester

Auditions for Spring semester band placement will be held De-
cember 8-12. The audition music was handed out in class the
week of October 20%. We hold auditions twice a year to enable
the students to move up in their section and possibly in to a
higher band. This means that if they move into a different band
their 2™ semester schedule will change to reflect that. Depend-
ing upon how prepared your child is for the audition will deter-
mine whether they move up stay the same or move down. Yes
they can move down to a lower band if they

are not prepared. Continued
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Step-up Instruments

If your son or daughter is playing on the same instrument they began on in 6™ grade it
might be time for an upgrade. There are many mail order businesses that are very com-
petitive. If you need help with this good investment, please contact the band directors.

2009 Events

Since we may not send a December newsletter, we need to announce some dates of im-
portance during January and early February.

e All-State Band registration due Wednesday, January 7
e All-State Band auditions: Friday Jan. 30- Senior High; Jan. 31- Junior High.

¢  Symphonic/Concert Band Camp: February 5-7.

ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL EVENTS DURING THESE THREE DAYS!!

Again, THANK YOU for your support and cooperation in all that Grissom Band does! Please help us to give your child

the best experience possible in band!! See you at all the performances!!

Chaperones Thanks

A huge thanks goes out
to all the parents who
chaperoned with the band
during football and com-
petition season. Moving
over 200 kids from point
A to point B is no small
task, but our wonderful chaperones made
the job much easier! Thanks for giving your
spare time to ride the buses with the kids to
Decatur twice, Hazel Green, Heflin and Co-
lumbia. If you are like us, you probably have
found that one reward for the job is getting
to know the incredible kids involved in the
band program. They definitely make the trip
worthwhile! We'll have a few more opportu-
nities to chaperone after Christmas, so
watch the newsletter for those dates.

Also, if your student is in jazz or stage band
only and you have not turned in your medi-

cal forms, please do so at your earliest con-
venience.

Jennifer Sherman and Kandi Mair
Chaperone Chairs
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Dondt forget to tak
the upcoming band events, and send
them to Kate Jobczynski,
band historian

rian@grissomband.org.

Grissom
histo-




Fruir Sales are Here!

The Fruit Sale season is getting off to a big start with our November sale on the 21% and 22", Due to the timing
of Thanksgiving and Christmas, we will be turning around quickly to have our December sale just three weeks
after this one. So, you will need to be quick with your pre-orders as we will have a cut-off date of December 9™.

Pre-order your fruit for convenience AND savings!

The online pre-order website not only allows you the convenience of using a credit card for your purchase, but it
also provides for you the assurance that your pre-order will be ready and waiting for you to pick up at your con-
venience on the weekend of the sale. And you will get a discount to boot! If you don’t want to order online,
you will be able to download the pre-order form and send it, with your payment, to the address on the form.
And, yes, you will still get the discount with the mailed-in order.

To place a preorder, go to this website: http://www.fruitorder.com/
orderFundraising.asp!Orgld=338427 and follow these easy steps:
e Select the type of fruit and box size and click on the “View Details” link. ﬁ%
e Select the quantity you would like and click on the “Add to Cart” link.

e Either click on the “Continue Shopping” link or on the “Proceed to @’
Checkout” link. “&

e Once at checkout, follow the directions on the screen and you’re done! |

Note: There is a link at the bottom of the Checkout screen that asks you “Which
seller would you like to credit for this order?” Please ignore that box as there are
no credits allocated for fruit that is purchased.

To download a preorder form to send in, go to our Grissom Band Fruit Sale website: http://
www.grissomband.org/fruitsales.shtml and download the “pre-order form”. Fill it out and send it to the address
on the form with your check made out to GBPA.

Work off those fees!

The fruit sales also offer you an opportunity to work off some of those band fees. If you and/or your student
work any of the fruit sales, your student’s account will be credited $5 / hour worked. Not only is this a great way
to work off fees, it is also a lot of fun and a time when you can get to know some of the other band parents a lit-
tle better. We will be soliciting workers for the December fruit sale at the November band parent meeting.

Sale dates are set!

November 21-22; December 12-13; January 16-17; February 20-21; and March 27-28*

(*Note: the March sale may end up being a pre-order only sale. That decision will be made in February.)
Fruit Sale Flyers!

We will have some nice flyers available at the November band parent meeting for you to take and put up on your
bulletin board at your work. If you can’t make it to the meeting, contact us at the e-mail below and we can ei-
ther send you the file or make some copies and get them to you.

Fruit sale contacts

Jan and Jeff Brewer are coordinating the fruit sales this year, so if you have any questions about the upcoming
fruit sales, contact them at fruitsales@grissomband.org.
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Scripioliday Ideas

The holidays are coming, so now is
the time to make plans to help the
band and earn credits for your stu-
dent account. The basic idea is to
use Scrip (negotiable gift certifi-
cates) for things you'll be buying anyway. As you know,
we keep a limited selection of scrip “on hand” but check
the band website at www.grissomband.org to see the full
list of scrip merchants that we can order from. To order,
contact the Stuckeys at scrip@grissomband.org. Here are

a few ideas for how to use scrip for your holiday gifts:

two of tea, coffee samples or hot cocoa mix and
place in a gift bag or holiday cellophane gift bag.

e  Wrap movie rental scrip and some packages of

microwave popcorn in a bowl

e Dinner and a movie theme - restaurant scrip

plus movie theater scrip

Bath & more - Wrap bath/body care scrip with
a nice set of towels

e Be sure to use your rechargeable Kroger grocery

cards through the holidays!

1. Give scrip as gifts - they are always the right size and
color. Put the scrip in an envelope with a nice card or
“dress it up” with other inexpensive items (see items be-
low). Scrip is ideal if you need to travel out of town - it
packs very compactly.

Charms Music
Office Assistant

2. Use Scrip to buy holiday gifts (order enough to cover
the entire amount)

3. Scrip makes a great stocking stuffer - movies, book-
stores, ice cream, pizza

4. Use scrip for online orders - your favorite book-
stores, outdoor clothing, and department stores, specialty
stores, kitchen stores, you name it - we probably can get
it!

5. If your extended family plans to dine at a restaurant
to celebrate the holiday meal, offer to order scrip - this
could really add up! Take orders ahead of time, collect

the money from family members, then place your order!

6. If your company has a Holiday party and if they give
door prizes, see if you can order scrip for them - it saves
someone the trouble of running all over town to buy it
and you can help the band and your account!

7. Use scrip to buy ham, turkey and the fixings (if you
buy from a well known store) or if you happen to have a
meal catered, see if you can use scrip to cover the costs.

8. Use theme gifts for teachers, acquaintances, employ-
ees or co-workers

e Put bookstore scrip in a coffee mug with a pack or

We need everyoneds he
tion in Charms so we can be sure you receive all
pertinent information and newsletters. Inputting
your own personal information (address, phone
number s, parent 6s nanm
means one person does not have to do it all. It is
very simple!

This site is very secure and no information is kept
Afout thereo on a we b
crypted and kept in a database and cannot be ac-
cessed by anyone except you and the band direc-
tors.

You will log in with the following to access and
update your own personal information:

Go to www.charmsoffice.com

Click in the Parent/Student Login

In the School Code field, type grissomhsb
Click Enter Charms

In the Student ID/Password field type your
student login. This will be the same login you
have used in the past. Freshmen will use the
same login you used in middle school.

Click on Student Info to add the information
requested.

Be sure to click Update when finished.

1.
T
3.
4.
5.
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\72,\ Mark Your
v Calendar

11/24/08 Band Parents Meeting Grissom Auditorium 7:00

12/6/08 Christmas Parade Downtown TBD
12/12 i 12/13 Hilaritas Grissom Auditorium 7:30

12/14/08

Grissom Auditorium 2:00

Potpourri

12/25/08 Merry Christmas In Your Heart All Day

1/7/09 All State Band Regis-

tration Deadline

1/30/09 All State Band Audi- TBD TBD
tions

2/23/08 Band Parents Meeting Grissom Auditorium 7:00




