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MERRY  

CHRISTMAS  

you can.  Not only does your 
student get credit toward his/
her account for time spent 
working at the sale site, you 

are helping to fund the band. 

Your board officers are still 
working with Huntsville City 
Schools (HCS) and the 
Board of Education regard-
ing compensation to HCS 
employees.  We have sub-
mitted a proposal to the 
Board, and the Board has 
submitted our proposal to 
the State for consideration.  
We hope to have more infor-

mation soon. 

Thank you for your time and 
effort to keep our band run-
ning so well.  I hope you 
have a peaceful Holiday 
break, and look forward to 

seeing you next year! 

Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year, 

Chip 
Chip Ledbetter 
GBPA President 08-09 
president@grissomband.org 
chipled@comcast.net 
881-6388 home 

684-4866 cell 

Seasonôs Greetings, Every-

one! 

As this year draws to a 
close, so does the first se-
mester and our marching 
season.  The Christmas Pa-
rade on December 6 marked 
the last marching event of 
the year, so our focus will 
now shift completely to the 
concert season during sec-
ond semester.  Speaking of 
second semester, our stu-
dents are in the middle of 
their auditions as I write this 
ï I hope each of them does 

well. 

Stay tuned next month for 
information on the upcoming 
Symphonic Camp, to be held 
the first weekend of Febru-
ary.  The camp is a good 
opportunity for our students 
to learn their music quickly.   
Please look elsewhere in 
this and Januaryôs newslet-

ters for more details.  

Our fruit sales fund-raiser 
began last month and is con-
tinuing!  We had a success-
ful sale in November, and no 
doubt we will have another 
good sale in December.  
Please consider helping if 

Presidentõs Message 
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Grissom Band Parents 
Association, Inc. 

Important Dates:  

¶ Jan. 5ñSchool Re-

opens  

¶ Jan. 7ñAll State 

Band Registration 

Due 

¶ Jan. 26ñBand Par-

ents Meeting 

¶ Jan. 30ñAll State 

Band Auditions for 

Senior High 

¶ Feb. 5ñ7ñ

Symphonic/Concert 

Band Camp 

¶ Feb. 18 or 19ñ

ABDA Festival 

Evaluations 

¶ Feb. 20ñ21 Fruit 

Sales 

¶ Feb. 23ñBand Par-

ents Meeting 

¶ Feb. 27 & 28ñ

District Honor Band 

Directors: 
Bill Connell 
Theo Vernon 

LAPTOP NEEDED 
The band needs a laptop 
computer.  Nothing fancy, 
but it needs to have wireless 
internet capabilities for use 
with our new A/V equip-
ment.  There are many inter-
net applications that we 
would like to use with the 
band classes now that we 
have our LCD projector, 
s c r e e n  a n d  E L M O 
(document camera).  We will 
also need Word and Power-
Point applications. Please 
contact Theo Vernon at 
jtvjazz@knology.net if you 
have one to donate.  Thank 
you very much! 
Theo Vernon 
Grissom High School 
Band 
Huntsville, AL 35802 
256-881-1075 
jtvjazz@knology.net 

mailto:jtvjazz@knology.net
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All -State Band/District Honor Band 

Auditions for All-State are Friday, January 30.  There has been a 
change in registration procedures from the past.  All 9th grade 
high school students must try out for the senior high bands.  
They will NOT be allowed to try out for the junior high band as 
they have in the past.   The All- State Clinic will be in Auburn April 
16- 18, 2009.  This does NOT conflict with prom as it has in past 
years.  YEAH!  Registration for all-state band and district honor 
band auditions is due very soon after we come back from the 
holidays: Wednesday, January 7.  The one audition counts for 
placement in both bands if you choose to do so.  District Honor 
Band is February 27-28.  The cost is $5 for auditioning for all-
state and $5 for region band. 

Step-up Instruments 

If your son or daughter is playing on the same instrument they 
began on in 6th grade it might be time for an upgrade.  There are 
many mail order businesses that are very competitive.  If you 
need help with this good investment, please contact the band 
directors.  Good quality instruments have a high resale value if 
properly taken care of, so even in these difficult financial times, 
you are making a good investment.  Naturally, investing in your 
childôs well being is the best investment of all.  Itôs still not too 
late to take advantage of end-of-year sales.  All retailers will try to 
reduce their inventory since they must pay taxes on every instru-
ment they havenôt sold by January 1, 2009. 

Winter Band Camp 

Our annual Symphonic/Concert Band Camp is February 5-7, 
2009.  Rehearsals begin after school on Thursday the 5th, con-
tinuing until 8:30.  Students will be fed a catered meal that eve-
ning.  Rehearsals will continue during the school day Friday with 
master classes on each instrument after school.  A HUGH pot-
luck dinner is that evening followed by a faculty/student recital 
that the public is encouraged to attend.   Another master class/
sectional rehearsal will be Saturday morning followed by a re-
hearsal until noon.  Students have lunch on their own and then 
report back for the concert that closes camp at 2pm Saturday. 

This is a very important time for our band.  We pay top notch 
directors to conduct our bands and we hire professional experts 
on each instrument to teach the master classes and perform in 
the recital.  Therefore, we require that all students attend ALL 

Notes from  

the 

Directors  

Executive Board: 2008 - 2009 
President:  Chip Ledbetter 
president@grissomband.org 

1st. Vice President:   Kathy Francica 
vp1@grissomband.org 

2nd. Vice President:   Roy Malone 
vp2@grissomband.org 

Treasurers: Penny Irelan &  
Alice Searcy 

treasurers@grissomband.org 
Secretary:   Christy Kindred 
secretary@grissomband.org 

Committee Chairs 
Band Banquet: Richard & Karen Cole 

banquet@grissomband.org 
Chaperones:  Jennifer Sherman 
chaperones@grissomband.org 

Color Guard:  Kathy Smith & Zan Crawford  
 colorguard@grissomband.org 

Concerts:  Sharon Keffer 
concerts@grissomband.org 

Fruit Sales:  Jeff & Jan Brewer 
fruitsales@grissomband.org 
Historian:  Kate Jobczynski 
historian@grissomband.org 
Hospitality:  Becky Brown 

hospitality@grissomband.org 
Newsletter:  Kim Broyles & Robin Heath 

newsletter@grissomband.org 
Publicity:  Teri Mitchell 

publicity@grissomband.org 
Scrip:  Joy & Lynn Stuckey 

scrip@grissomband.org 
Spirit:  Ramona Braswel 
spirit@grissomband.org 

Stadium Setup:  Keith Thompson 
stadium@grissomband.org 

Transportation:  Paula Dickerhoff 
transportation@grissomband.org 

Trucks:  Howard Wingo 
trucks@grissomband.org 

Uniforms:  Patti Preston & Diana Akridge 
uniforms@grissomband.org 

Vipers/VBC Coordinators:  Mary Fountain & 
Sharon Hamilton 

vbc@grissomband.org 
Ways & Means:  Elaine & Scott Sampson 

waysmeans@grissomband.org 
Webmaster:  Melanie Baeske 
webmaster@grissomband.org 
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sessions of camp as part of their band grade.   This camp is scheduled a year in advance and has been on the calendar since 
it was published in June.   We accomplish a monthôs worth of work in 3 days.  It is worth every second of your childôs time 
to be here and learn as much as possible from these nationally known conductors and clinicians!!  Parents are certainly 
welcome to sit in and observe any or all sessions if you so choose.   If you are interested in helping out with hospitality for 
this event, please email Mrs. Brown or Mrs. Albritton to volunteer.  Their info is listed elsewhere in this newsletter. 

SOMETHING NEW AND EXCITING!!  

Several band directors in Alabama (including ourselves) have become increasingly disgruntled with the state of affairs in 
our state band directors association (Alabama Bandmasters Association-{ABA}).  As a result we have establish an organiza-
tion to service those who elect to participate in our activities such as a concert festival.   This festival will have amenities 
not available through ABA such as a clinic with a nationally known clinician after the bandôs performance.  There is also a 
judge to critique the conductors and how well they communicate their intentions to the band through their conducting.   
This event will be held in Birmingham at the Alys Stevens Auditorium on the UAB campus March 3-4, 2009.  This is one 
of the premier venues for performing ensembles in the state, being the home of the Alabama Symphony.   Check out the 
website for the first ABDA (Alabama Band Directors Association) concert festival at www.ABDAsite.com This festival will 
take the place of our usual District and State Assessments this year.  We will have a ñpre ABDAò event in February to per-
form for all parents and friends prior to the festival. 

SENIOR TRIP 

This yearôs trip for the senior band members will be to Orlando, Florida.  The dates are March 4-8, 2009.  We will leave 
the evening of the 4th (Wednesday) after returning from Birmingham (see above) and arrive back in Huntsville Sunday eve-
ning the 8th.   Activities will include the parks at Disney and Universal Studios.   See proposed itinerary below.  PLEASE 
UNDERSTAND THAT THE MORE PEOPLE WE HAVE GOING, THE LESS THE TRIP WILL COST AND VICE 
VERSA!!! 

*****First deposit of $200 is due Monday, January 12.  All seniors who are planning on making this trip need to have 
this deposit in on time.  Any adults, who have signed up as a chaperone, please pay your deposit by this time.  The 
number of students signed up to go will determine the number of chaperones that will travel with us.  We are only tak-
ing one bus so seats could be very limited. 

PROPOSAL 
GRISSOM HIGH SCHOOL BAND 

ORLANDO, FL  
MARCH 4-8, 2009 

INCLUDED IN PROPOSAL 

¶ Roundtrip Motor Coach Transportation Via Grayline or Spirit Coach (One 56 Passenger Motor coach) - Due to 
current affairs all chartered motor coach costs are subject to fuel increases.  At this time any increase in the cost of 
the motor coaches and/or the cost of the tour is not anticipated.  In the event a fuel increase should take affect, all 
tour participants will be notified immediately. 

¶ Three Nights Hotel Accommodations - The Hampton Inn - Lake Buena Vista, FL 
¶ One Day Two Park Hopper Ticket to Universal Studios and/or Islands of Adven-

ture  
¶ Two Day Theme Park Adventure Park Hopper Ticket with Admission to Magic 

Kingdom, EPCOT, Disney Hollywood Studios and Animal Kingdom 
¶ One Breakfast and Three Deluxe Continental Breakfasts 
¶ Services of a Thomas Tours Representative Throughout the Trip 
¶ Group Insurance 
¶ All Applicable Taxes 
¶ All Promotional Material, Trip Flyers and Final Documents 
¶ Detailed Routing and Trip Destination Planning 
Above inclusions subject to availability at time of groupôs booking 
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PRICE PER PERSON 

PACKAGE PRICE BASED ON A MINIMUM OF 35 PAYING PASSENGERS 
STUDENTS ADULTS 
$575.00 $575.00 $600.00 $650.00 $800.00 
QUAD QUAD  TRIPLE TWIN  SINGLE  

PACKAGE PRICE BASED ON A MINIMUM OF 40 PAYING PASSENGERS 
STUDENTS ADULTS 
$550.00 $550.00 $575.00 $625.00 $775.00 
QUAD QUAD  TRIPLE TWIN  SINGLE  

PACKAGE PRICE BASED ON A MINIMUM OF 45 PAYING PASSENGERS 
STUDENTS ADULTS 
$530.00 $530.00 $555.00 $605.00 $755.00 
QUAD QUAD  TRIPLE TWIN  SINGLE  
 

SUGGESTED ITINERARY 
Wednesday Depart Huntsville, AL  6:00 PM 
March 4, 2009 Scheduled Rest stops/Drivers Exchange Enroute  

Thursday Arrive Orlando, FL 8:30 AM (EDT) 
March 5, 2009 Breakfast (Included)  8:30-9:30 AM 
 Arrive Universal Studios 10:00 AM 
 Today the Band can Enjoy the Excitement of Universal Studios  
 or Islands of Adventure with Our 1 Day Park Hopper Ticket  
 (Lunch On Own While in the Park Today) 
 Arrive Universal's City Walk  6:00 PM 
 Time for Exploring and Dinner (On Own) While at Universal's City Walk  
 Depart Universal's City Walk  8:30 PM 
 Arrive Hotel/Check-In 9:00 PM 

Friday Deluxe Continental Breakfast Included at Our Hotel  
March 6, 2009 Depart Hotel  8:30 AM 
 Arrive Walt Disney World 9:00 AM 
 Today the Band will Enjoy the Theme Park of Your Choice with Your  
 Theme Park Adventure Park Hopper Ticket  
 (Lunch and Dinner On Own While at the Park Today) 
 Depart Walt Disney World TBA 
 Return to Hotel TBA 
 
Saturday Deluxe Continental Breakfast Included at Our Hotel 
March 7, 2009 Depart Hotel  8:30 AM 
 Arrive Walt Disney World 9:00 AM 
 Today the Band can Enjoy Another Wonderful Theme Park with Our  
 Second Day Usage of Our Theme Park Adventure Park Hopper Ticket  
 (Lunch and Dinner On Own While at the Park Today) 
 Depart Walt Disney World TBA 
 Return to Hotel TBA 

Sunday Deluxe Continental Breakfast Included at Our Hotel 
March 8, 2009 Check-Out Hotel/Depart Orlando, FL  8:00 AM  
 Scheduled Rest stop Enroute 
 Arrive Valdosta, GA NOON 
 Lunch (On Own) NOON-1:00 PM 
 Depart Valdosta, GA 1:00 PM 
Arrive Atlanta, GA 5:00 PM 
 Dinner (On Own) 5:00-6:00 PM 
 Depart Atlanta, GA 6:00 PM 
 Scheduled Rest stop Enroute 
 Arrive Huntsville, AL  11:30 PM (EDT) 
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Fruit Sales are Going Strong! 
The 2008-2009 Fruit Sale season is off to a big start with our November and December sales already in the books.  Al-
though our January sale is still a few weeks off (January 16-17), it will be here before we know it after coming back from the 
holidays.  So, you will need to be quick with your pre-orders as we will have a cut-off date of January 13th.  And donôt for-
get, one of our most popular varieties, Honeybell tangelos, will be available during our January sale only.  Other varie-
ties expected to be available once again are navel oranges, pink grapefruit, and tangerines. 

Pre-order your fruit for convenience AND savings! 
The online pre-order website not only allows you the convenience of using a credit card for your purchase, but it also pro-
vides for you the assurance that your pre-order will be ready and waiting for you to pick up at your convenience on the 
weekend of the sale.  And you will get a discount to boot!  If you donôt want to order online, you will be able to download 
the pre-order form and send it, with your payment, to the address on the form.  And, yes, you will still get the discount 
with the mailed-in order. 
To place a pre-order, go to this website: http://www.fruitorder.com/orderFundraising.asp?
OrgId=338427 and follow these easy steps: 

Select the type of fruit and box size and click on the ñView Detailsò link. 
Select the quantity you would like and click on the ñAdd to Cartò link. 
Either click on the ñContinue Shoppingò link or on the ñProceed to Checkoutò link. 
Once at checkout, follow the directions on the screen and youôre done! 
Note: There is a link at the bottom of the Checkout screen that asks you ñWhich 
seller would you like to credit for this order?ò  Please ignore that box as there are 
no credits allocated for fruit that is purchased. 

To download a pre-order form to send in, go to our Grissom Band Fruit Sale website: http://
www.grissomband.org/fruitsales.shtml and download the ñpre-order formò.  Fill it out and 
send it to the address on the form with your check made out to GBPA. 

Work off those fees! 
The fruit sales also offer you an opportunity to work off some of those band fees.  If you and/or your student work any of 
the fruit sales, your studentôs account will be credited $5 / hour worked.  Not only is this a great way to work off fees, it is 
also a lot of fun and a time when you can get to know some of the other band parents a little better.  With no December 
band parents meeting, feel free to contact us anytime (fruitsales@grissomband.org) if you would like to work at the 
January sale. 

Sale dates are set! 
Sale dates for the remainder of the 2008-2009 fruit sale season are set as follows: 
January 16-17; February 20-21; and March 27-28* 
(*Note: the March sale may end up being a pre-order only sale.  That decision will be made in February.) 

Fruit Sale Flyers! 
We have some nice flyers available for you to take and put up on your bulletin board at your work.  These flyers show the 
sale dates and times and give the link to our website where you can find other details regarding the sale.  If you would like 
this flyer, contact us at the e-mail below and we can either send you the file or make some copies and get them to you. 

Fruit sale contacts 
Jan and Jeff Brewer are coordinating the fruit sales this year, so if you have any questions about the upcoming fruit sales, 
contact them at fruitsales@grissomband.org. 

http://www.fruitorder.com/orderFundraising.asp?OrgId=338427
http://www.fruitorder.com/orderFundraising.asp?OrgId=338427
http://www.grissomband.org/fruitsales.shtml
http://www.grissomband.org/fruitsales.shtml
mailto:fruitsales@grissomband.org
mailto:fruitsales@grissomband.org
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We need everyoneôs help to update your informa-
tion in Charms so we can be sure you receive all 
pertinent information and newsletters.  Inputting 
your own personal information (address, phone 
numbers, parentôs name) guarantees accuracy and 
means one person does not have to do it all.  It is 
very simple!   
 
This site is very secure and no information is kept 
ñout thereò on a  web site.   All  information is en-
crypted and kept in a database and cannot be ac-
cessed by anyone except you and the band direc-
tors. 
 
You will log in with the following to access and 
update your own personal information: 
 
1. Go to www.charmsoffice.com 
2. Click in the Parent/Student Login 
3. In the School Code field, type grissomhsb 
4. Click Enter Charms 
5. In the Student ID/Password field type your 

student login.  This will be the same login you 
have used in the past.  Freshmen will use the 
same login you used in middle school. 

6. Click on Student Info to add the information 
requested. 

7. Be sure to click Update when finished. 

Charms Music 
Office Assistant 

Thank You! 

I want to thank everyone who worked in November 
you did a great job and the credits should be posted 
soon.  We had a lot of volunteers to work more than 
we normally have had. 

This month we have lost a lot of spots at the VBC due 
to the fact that we did not have the participation that 
we normally have.  I don't want us to loose this oppor-
tunity for working at the VBC for credits towards the 
band dues so hopefully in January we can have more 
volunteers at the games and other programs that the 
VBC has to offer.  

The month of December is full now.  If I hear of any 
openings for this month I will let everyone know as 
soon as I can. 

As soon as I get the January schedule I will be sending 
it out to everyone.  

We don't have to wear black jeans or pants anymore at 
the VBC with our t-shirts we can wear jeans that look 
nice. 

If you are not on my mailing list e-mail me and I will 
put you on it.  

Mary Fountain - vbc@grissomband.org 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! With the chang-
ing of the New Year comes the time to exchange 
Marching uniforms for Concert attire. Uniform fittings 
for Concert attire will be held during the first or second 
week after the students return from the Christmas 
break. Specific times will be determined and posted as 
soon as possible. 

We will need all who can sew to please help with the 
needed alterations since will be a short time for any 
changes that need to be made. Thank you for your 
help. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact 
myself or Diana Akridge. 

Thank you again. 
Patti Preston & Diana Akridge 
Patti home ς 883-2424 

Donõt forget to take lots of photos of 
the upcoming band events, and send 
them to Kate Jobczynski, Grissom 
b a n d  h i s t o r i a n  a t  h i s t o -
rian@grissomband.org.  
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