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additional help that week-
end – please respond if you 

can. 

Our fruit sales fund-raiser is 
continuing!  We had suc-
cessful sales in November 
and December, thanks to 
the many of you who con-
tributed your time and ef-
fort.  Please consider help-
ing if you have not already.  
Not only does your student 
get credit toward his/her 
account for time spent 
working at the sale site, 
you are helping to fund the 

band. 

Our proposal to Huntsville 
City Schools regarding pay-
ments to directors and clini-
cians who are HCS em-
ployees was passed on to 

Happy New Year! 

I hope each of you had a 
nice Christmas break and 
are now settling into a good 
routine.  Our kids are al-
ready reading new pieces 
in preparation for the spring 
concert season and a new 
spring festival.  Look else-
where in this newsletter for 
information, plus Mr. Con-
nell and Mr. Vernon will tell 
us more about the festival 
at the upcoming Band Par-

ents meeting. 

Symphonic camp will be 
held the first weekend of 
February.  The camp is an 
excellent opportunity for 
our students to learn their 
music quickly, not to men-
tion the opportunity to learn 
from some highly-talented 
clinicians.   The students 
will have a catered meal on 
that Thursday night, and 
we will all provide a pot-
luck dinner on that Friday 
night – each section is as-
signed a type of dish to 
bring, so be watching for 
that notice.  Our hospitality 
committee will be asking for 
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the state board for review.  
Unfortunately, Dr. Morton, 
state superintendent, disap-
proved our proposal.  There 
is one more review by the 
ethics commission – if they 
should rule favorably, there 
is a slight possibility that Dr. 
Morton might reverse his 
decision.  Otherwise, your 
board officers will be devel-
oping a new plan to cover 
the remainder of this year 
and in years to come.  We’ll 
keep you apprised of our 

progress. 

As always, thank you for 
your time and effort to keep 
our band running so well.  I 
look forward to seeing you 
again at the next meeting on 

January 26. 

Chip 

Chip Ledbetter 
GBPA President 08-09 
president@grissomband.org 
chipled@comcast.net 
881-6388 home 
684-4866 cell 

Opportunity  

Need individual 
who likes to work 
with students; is 
organized; able to 
sew hems & snaps; 
has a schedule that 
will allow you to 
somet imes be 
available during 
school hours and 
is able to attend in - 
town as well as out
-of -town football 
games and compe-
titions. If interested 
or have any ques-
tions contact Patti 
Preston at 883 -

2425. 



Notes from  

the 

Directors 

Executive Board: 2008 - 2009 
President:  Chip Ledbetter 
president@grissomband.org 

1st. Vice President:   Kathy Francica 
vp1@grissomband.org 

2nd. Vice President:   Roy Malone 
vp2@grissomband.org 

Treasurers: Penny Irelan &  
Alice Searcy 

treasurers@grissomband.org 
Secretary:   Christy Kindred 
secretary@grissomband.org 

Committee Chairs 
Band Banquet: Richard & Karen Cole 

banquet@grissomband.org 
Chaperones:  Jennifer Sherman 
chaperones@grissomband.org 

Color Guard:  Kathy Smith & Zan Crawford  
 colorguard@grissomband.org 

Concerts:  Sharon Keffer 
concerts@grissomband.org 

Fruit Sales:  Jeff & Jan Brewer 
fruitsales@grissomband.org 
Historian:  Kate Jobczynski 
historian@grissomband.org 
Hospitality:  Becky Brown 

hospitality@grissomband.org 
Newsletter:  Kim Broyles & Robin Heath 

newsletter@grissomband.org 
Publicity:  Teri Mitchell 

publicity@grissomband.org 
Scrip:  Joy & Lynn Stuckey 

scrip@grissomband.org 
Spirit:  Ramona Braswel 
spirit@grissomband.org 

Stadium Setup:  Keith Thompson 
stadium@grissomband.org 

Transportation:  Paula Dickerhoff 
transportation@grissomband.org 

Trucks:  Howard Wingo 
trucks@grissomband.org 

Uniforms:  Patti Preston & Diana Akridge 
uniforms@grissomband.org 

Vipers/VBC Coordinators:  Mary Fountain & 
Sharon Hamilton 

vbc@grissomband.org 
Ways & Means:  Elaine & Scott Sampson 

waysmeans@grissomband.org 
Webmaster:  Melanie Baeske 
webmaster@grissomband.org 
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AFTER SCHOOL REHERSALS 

Symphonic Band 1--Tuesday and Thursday 3:30-5:30 PM 
Symphonic Band 2--Monday 3:30-5:30 PM & Thursday 6:30 - 8:30 
PM 
Concert Band --Wednesday 3:30-5:30 PM 

REHERSAL ATTENDANCE 

(taken from the Grissom Band Handbook posted on the band 
website) 
Attendance at all rehearsals (full band and sectionals) and perform-
ances is required of all members of the band program. Unexcused 
absences or frequent tardies will lower your grade. It is your re-
sponsibility to notify the band director in advance (at least 2 
weeks) with a signed note from your parent if you will miss a re-
hearsal. You must make up all missed rehearsals (excused or un-
excused) by staying after school, making up the lost time and pass-
ing off music with the director. Failure to do so within one week will 
result in your grade being lowered 10 pts. per missed rehearsal 
during that 9-week period. We request that 2 weeks prior to a per-
formance no rehearsal is to be missed; no excuses except family 
emergencies. The student will not be allowed to perform with the 
band and as a result they will receive a failing grade for that 9 
weeks. This is why we post activity calendars during the summer 
prior to each school year. 

Excused absences must have a note from your parent. 

Reasons include: 
1. sickness 
2. death in the family  
3. pre-arranged conflict -- must be cleared in advance (at least 2 
weeks) with band director 
4. emergency doctor's appointment  

Unexcused absences include the following reasons: 

1. skipping 
2. forgetting 
3. employment conflict 
4. club meeting 
5. make-up test that could be scheduled at a different time 
6. doctor and other appointments that could be scheduled at a dif-
ferent time 
7. trip made in disregard of band commitment 
8. any other conflict not cleared in advance with the band director. 
 
 
 



PAGE 3 

 STEP-UP INSTRUMENTS 

If your son or daughter is playing on the same instrument they began on in 6th grade it might be time for an upgrade.  There are 
many mail order businesses that are very competitive.  If you need help with this good investment, please contact the band di-
rectors.  Good quality instruments have a high resale value if properly taken care of, so even in these difficult times, you are 
making a good investment financially.  Naturally, investing in your child’s well being is the best investment of all. 

WINTER BAND CAMP 

Our annual Symphonic/Concert Band Camp is February 5-7, 2009.  Rehearsals begin after school on Thursday at 5, continuing 
until 8:30.  Students will be fed a catered meal that evening.  Rehearsals will continue during the school day Friday with master 
classes on each instrument after school.  A HUGE potluck dinner is that evening followed by a faculty/student recital that the 

public is encouraged to attend.   Another master class/sectional rehearsal will be Saturday morn-
ing followed by a rehearsal until noon.  Students have lunch on their own and then report back 
for the concert that closes camp at 2pm Saturday. 

This is a very important time for our band.  We pay top-notch directors to conduct our 
bands and we hire professional experts on each instrument to teach the master classes 
and perform in the recital.  Therefore, we require that all students attend ALL sessions of 
camp as part of their band grade.   This camp is scheduled a year in advance and has 
been on the band calendar since it was published in June.   We accomplish a monthõs 
worth of work in 3 days.  It is worth every second of your childõs time to be here and learn 
as much as possible from these nationally known conductors and clinicians!!  Parents are 
certainly welcome to sit in and observe any or all sessions if you so choose.  

If you are interested in helping out with hospitality for this event, please email Mrs. Brown or Mrs. Albritton to volunteer.  Their 
info is listed elsewhere in this newsletter. 

ALL-STATE BAND/DISTRICT HONOR BAND 

Auditions for All-State are Friday, January 30.  There has been a change in registration procedures from the past.  All 9th grade 
high school students must try out for the senior high bands.  They will NOT be allowed to try out for the Junior High band as 
they have in the past.   The All- State Clinic will be in Auburn April 16- 18, 2009.  This does NOT conflict with PROM as it has in 
past years.  YEAH!  Registration for all-state band and district honor band auditions was due Wednesday, January 7.  The one 
audition counts for placement in both bands if you choose to do so.  District Honor Band is February 27-28 at Austin High 
School in Decatur. 

SOMETHING NEW AND EXCITING!! 

Several band directors in Alabama (including ourselves) have become increasingly disgruntled with the state of affairs in our 
state band directors association (Alabama Bandmasters Association-{ABA}).  As a result we have established an organization to 
service those who elect to participate in our activities such as a concert festival.   This festival will have amenities not available 
through ABA such as a clinic with a nationally known clinician after the band’s performance.  There is also a judge to critique the 
conductors and how well they communicate their intentions to the band through their conducting.   This event will be held in Bir-
mingham at the Alys Stevens Performing Arts Center on the UAB campus March 3-4, 2009.  This is one of the premier venues 
for performing ensembles in the state, being the home of the Alabama Symphony.   Check out the website for the first ABDA 
(Alabama Band Directors Association) concert festival at www.ABDAsite.com This festival will take the place of our usual Dis-
trict and State Assessments this year.  We will have a “pre ABDA” event on February 19 th to perform for all parents and friends 
prior to the festival.  More info on this TBA. 

 

 Continued 

http://www.ABDAsite.com


SENIOR TRIP 

 We only had 19 seniors out of 53 sign up for the senior trip so we WILL NOT travel with the seniors this year.  We 

needed to have 35 in order to make this trip happen.  Sorry guys. 

2009-2010 GRISSOM REGISTRATION IS HERE 

 Registration for the 2009-2010 school year is here.  Current GHS 9-11 graders will receive registration ma-
terials in homeroom on January 26th.  The registration forms with all signatures are required back to the home-
room teacher on January 30th.  That gives the students basically three days to get their materials filled out COR-
RECTLY.  Please be advised that if the registration form is missing a class or signature it will go to the bottom of 
the pile.  Make sure everything is filled out correctly.  This is very important.  Also, when selecting classes for 
next year be careful to not load yourself up with so many advanced classes.  You are still in high school and need 
to do more than go to school, study, eat and oh yeah sleep!  Just be cautious when selecting your classes.  You 
want to make sure you have room for BAND and Jazz Band!! 
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Workers Always Needed for the VBC  

If you are interested in working the VBC please let me know.  I know that February will be a 
busy month.  December was, and January is getting that way.  We've had a lot of opportunities 
to work and have had a good group of people working, so thanks to everyone who worked in De-
cember and so far this month.  Your studentôs band account is credited $5.00 per hour that you 
work, and the other $1.00 goes to the band fund.   

This is an easy way to get credits for the next year.  Credits do 
carry over to the next year so you will not loose any money that 
you earn this year. 

 Mary Fountain 

mfountain1@knology.net 

NOVEMBER MINUTES AVAILABLE ON WEB 

If you have to miss a band parentôs meeting, donôt despair.  The minutes 
from each meeting are posted on the band website, Grissomband.org, for 
all to review.  Of course, this does not take the place of  hearing the infor-
mation in person at each monthôs band parents meeting. 

mailto:mfountain1@knology.net
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Fruit Sales are Going Strong! 

The 2008-2009 Fruit Sale season is off to a big start with our November, December and January sales 
already in the books.   
Pre-order your fruit for convenience AND savings! 
The online pre-order website not only allows you the convenience of using a credit card for your pur-
chase, but it also provides for you the assurance that your pre-order will be ready and waiting for you to 
pick up at your convenience on the weekend of the sale.  And you will get a discount to boot!  If you 
donôt want to order online, you will be able to download the pre-order form and send it, with your pay-
ment, to the address on the form.  And, yes, you will still get the discount with the mailed-in order. 
To place a pre-order, go to this website: http://www.fruitorder.com/orderFundraising.asp?
OrgId=338427 and follow these easy steps: 

Select the type of fruit and box size and click on the ñView Detailsò link. 
Select the quantity you would like and click on the ñAdd to Cartò link. 
Either click on the ñContinue Shoppingò link or on the ñProceed to 
Checkoutò link. 

Once at checkout, follow the directions on the screen and youôre done! 
Note: There is a link at the bottom of the Checkout screen that asks 
you ñWhich seller would you like to credit for this order?ò  Please 
ignore that box as there are no credits allocated for fruit that is pur-
chased. 

To download a pre-order form to send in, go to our Grissom Band Fruit Sale 
website: http://www.grissomband.org/fruitsales.shtml and download the ñpre-order formò.  Fill it out 
and send it to the address on the form with your check made out to GBPA. 

Work off those fees! 

The fruit sales also offer you an opportunity to work off some of those band fees.  If you and/or your 
student work any of the fruit sales, your studentôs account will be credited $5 / hour worked.  Not only 
is this a great way to work off fees, it is also a lot of fun and a time when you can get to know some of 
the other band parents a little better.  

Sale dates are set! 

Sale dates for the remainder of the 2008-2009 fruit sale season are set as follows: 
February 20-21; and March 27-28* 
(*Note: the March sale may end up being a pre-order only sale.  That decision will be made in February.) 

Fruit Sale Flyers! 

We have some nice flyers available for you to take and put up on your bulletin board at your work.  
These flyers show the sale dates and times and give the link to our website where you can find other de-
tails regarding the sale.  If you would like this flyer, contact us at the e-mail below and we can either 
send you the file or make some copies and get them to you. 

Fruit sale contacts 

Jan and Jeff Brewer are coordinating the fruit sales this year, so if you have any questions about the up-
coming fruit sales, contact them at fruitsales@grissomband.org. 

http://www.fruitorder.com/orderFundraising.asp?OrgId=338427
http://www.fruitorder.com/orderFundraising.asp?OrgId=338427
http://www.grissomband.org/fruitsales.shtml
mailto:fruitsales@grissomband.org
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The Charms site is very secure and no information 
is kept ñout thereò on a  web site.   All  informa-
tion is encrypted and kept in a database and can-
not be accessed by anyone except you and the band 
directors. 

You will log in with the following to access and 
update your own personal information: 

1. Go to www.charmsoffice.com 

2. Click in the Parent/Student Login 
3. In the School Code field, type grissomhsb 
4. Click Enter Charms 
5. In the Student ID/Password field type your 

student login.  This will be the same login you 
have used in the past.  Freshmen will use the 
same login you used in middle school. 

6. Click on Student Info to add the information 
requested. 

7. Be sure to click Update when finished. 

Charms Music 
Office Assistant 

Uniforms Change With Seasons  

We are currently in the process of changing from 
marching season uniforms to concert season at-
tire.  Symphonic gentlemen are required to wear 
a white tuxedo shirt, black socks and black shoes 
with their assigned tux. Symphonic ladies are re-
quired to wear black hose; black closed toed and 
closed heeled shoes with assigned dresses. Con-
cert Band members will wear their marching uni-
form along with black socks and their black 
marching shoes. 

A very big ñThank youò goes out to the many in-
dividuals who have helped with fittings and/or 
alterations.  Uniform fittings would be a daunt-
ing, if not impossible, task without the people 
who are willing to do the various jobs that are 
needed to complete this mission. 

Patti Preston 

Uniforms 

 

We Want You 

Have you considered what you have to contribute to Grissom Band?  It will 

soon be time to fill positions for next yearôs board and committee chairs.  

There is a job for you, no matter what grade your student is in, or what your 

talents are.  When the call goes out for volunteers, step up and become a part of Grissom Bandôs 

future. 

Now is the time to be looking ahead to the end-of-the-year band banquet this 

spring and the wonderful slide show  all the students and parents enjoy so.  That 

slide show canôt become a reality without the contribution of pictures from band 

students and parents alike.  Just picture your student on the big screen at the ban-

quet.  The best photos are those that show the students having fun, performing 

and just hanging out.  You donôt have to be a professional photographer to send 

photos in.  Just take shots of your student and his friends doing their thing and 

send to  Grissom Band Historian Kate Jobczynski at historian@grissomband.org 



Date  What  Where  When  

1/26/09  Band Parents Meeting  Grissom Auditorium  7:00  

1/30/09  All State Band Audi-

tions  

TBD  TBD  

2/4/09 ñ2/7/09  
Concert/Symphonic 

Band Camp  

Grissom High School  All Day  

2/19/09  ABDA Festival Evalua-

tion  

Grissom High School  TBD  

2/20/09 ñ2/21/09  Fruit Sales    

2/23/09  Band Parents Meeting  Grissom Auditorium  7:00  

2/27/09 ñ2/28/09  District Honor Band  Decatur  TBD  

3/3/09 ñ3/4/09  ABDA Concert Festival  Birmingham  TBD  
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Mark Your 

 Calendar 

Treasurerôs Message 

We have been unable to email financial statements to everyone due to an error in Charms, so 
please check Charms for your balance, payments, and credits.  Spring instrument rentals are now 
due. Work (VBC and fruit sales) and Scrip credits generally will not appear until the beginning 
of the following month.  Please email us with any questions. 

 
Please include your studentôs name on all checks. Thanks! 
 
Alice Searcy and Penny Irelan 
treasurers@grissomband.org 
GBPA 
PO box 4335 
Huntsville, AL 35815 
 



Order Scrip Gift Cards  

For eatingé shoppingé or filling your tank 

We have reached the half way point in the school year and Scrip fundraising is going well.  Scrip 
sales have raised over $3400 for the band so far this year.  December is historically our largest 
month and we sold almost $10,000 in scrip and added over $500 to student accounts in one month!  
Letôs keep it up.  We will have scrip available at the next band parents meeting and we will be placing 
an order that week.  As you know, we keep a limited selection of scrip ñon handò but check the band 
website at www.grissomband.org to see the full list of scrip merchants that we can order from or go 
directly to the scrip provider (http://www.glscrip.com/) to review the merchants. We will continue to 
order and sell scrip throughout the school year.   We can make special orders based on your needs. 
To order, contact the Stuckeyôs at scrip@grissomband.org.  Also, remember to be sure to use your 
rechargeable Kroger cards! 
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Congratulations to 
Olivia Funkhouser 
for making lead trum-
pet in the 2009 Ala-
bama All-State Jazz 

Band!  She is one of four trumpets 
accepted to the band.  The band 
will perform at the Alabama Music 
Educators Conference in Tusca-
loosa on January 24th  

LAPTOP NEEDED 

The band needs a laptop computer.  Nothing fancy, but it 
needs to have wireless internet capabilities for use with our 
new A/V equipment.  There are many internet applica-
tions that we would like to use with the band classes now 
that we have our LCD projector, screen and ELMO 
(document camera).  We will also need Word and Power-
Point applications. Please contact Theo Vernon at 
jtvjazz@knology.net if you have one to donate.  Thank you 
very much! 

Theo Vernon 
Grissom High School Band 
Huntsville, AL 35802 
256-881-1075 
jtvjazz@knology.net 

Happy Valentines Day 

http://www.glscrip.com/
mailto:scrip@grissomband.org
mailto:jtvjazz@knology.net
mailto:jtvjazz@knology.net

