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Important Dates:

e Feb 20-21—Fruit
Sale

o Feb. 23—Band Par-
ents Meeting

e Feb.27 & 28—
District Honor Band

e March 4 ABDA Con-
cert Festival

e March 16-20—
Spring Break

e March 23—Band
Parents Meeting

e March 27 & 28—
Fruit Sale

e April 16-18-All
State Band Festival

e April 24—Spring
Concert

o April 27—Band Par-
ents Meeting

e April 27—May 1 -
Middle School Audi-
tions

e May 4-8—High
School Auditions

o May 8—Jazz Band
Concert

e May 22—Last Day of
School

o May 26-29—Rookie
Camp

o May 26—Freshman
Parent Orientation
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Grissom Band Parents
Association, Inc.

President’s Message

Hi Everyone,

| am sorry | missed you at
the January meeting, but |
know that Kathy took good
care of things. Thank you
all for your good wishes, |
am much better now.

Symphonic camp was a
great success! Our stu-
dents made great progress
on their selections, they
had the opportunity to learn
from many highly experi-
ence clinicians, and we all
had a great pot luck dinner.
Many thanks to Becky
Brown and Rachel Albritton
for coordinating all of the
hospitality!!!

Our fruit sales fund-raiser is
still continuing! We have
had outstanding sales this
year — better than in many
years past. Please con-
sider helping if you have
not already. Not only does
your student get credit to-
ward his/her account for
time spent working at the
sale site, you are helping to
fund the band.

o
s

Our students will be partici-
pating in a new band festi-
val this year on March 4.
Look elsewhere in this
newsletter for more infor-
mation, or on the web at
http://www.abdasite.com. |
hope to see you there!

As always, thank you for
your time and effort to keep
our band running so well. |
look forward to seeing you
again at the next meeting
on February 23.

Chip

Chip Ledbetter

GBPA President 08-09
president@grissomband.org
chipled@comcast.net

881-6388 home
684-4866 cell
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Notes from
the
Directors

All-State and District Honor Band Students!

Congratulations to the following students who
auditioned and made the Alabama All-State and/or
District | Honor Band. Honor Band will be February
26 and 27 at Decatur High School. All-State Band is
at Auburn University April 16-18. We are very proud
of these students for going over and above what is
asked of them on a daily basis to participate in these
activities.

Those who made All-State Band are: Eric Clark,
Charles Page, Jinie Yang, Elizabeth Smith, Katie
McNichol, Kelsey Dalton, David Sampson, Amy
Brown, Olivia Funkhouser, Calvin Cochran, Tyler
Daughtery, Gray Blass and Corey Sherman.

Those students making District Honor Band in-
clude: Eric Clark, Elizabeth Smith, Allison Bouslog,
David Sampson, Amy Brown, Griffin McDaniels,
Olivia Funkhouser, Calvin Cochran, Tyler Daughtery,
Gray Blass, Corey Sherman and Charles Page.

The price for All-State Band will be approximately
$230, which includes transportation and rooming.
Meals will be extra. Please make checks to Grissom
Band Parents. Please make payment by April 6.

Sym/Concert Band Camp

The students did a marvelous job during camp
on trying to achieve everything that was asked of
them by the conductors and master class clinicians.
All the students worked very hard and made great
progress. We have a long ways to go with prepara-
tions for the concert festival in March, but this activity
gives us a big head start in getting everything ready
to be critiqued. Thanks so much to Becky Brown
and all those who helped with the food aspect of
camp (something that is very important to us all!!)
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Alabama Band Directors Association

The first ABDA Concert Festival will take place in Birmingham March 3 and 4. All three Grissom
Bands will perform Wednesday March 4 in Alys Stevens Concert Hall on the campus of UAB. We
are very excited about this venue and its wonderful acoustics for performer and listener alike. There
will be a detailed schedule for each band to be distributed no later than our February BPA meeting.
We hope each and every one of you will make the effort to hear your children play during this excit-
ing event at this wonderful location!! Please refer to the web site www.abdasite.com for the perform-
ance schedule. This will be an all day event.

Board Member/Committee Chair Openings Available

There will be a very limited number of positions open for committee chairs and BPA board members
for next school year! Please make sure you are not left out in helping support our wonderful children
in the GHS Band next year. More info at the meeting Monday, February 23 at 7:00 PM in the band
room. SEE YOU THERE!!

Schedule of Events

GHS Band Parents meeting-8" grade parents encouraged to attend- April 27 7:00PM- auditorium
Guard auditions clinic- May 4-8: 3:30-5:30. Open to anyone who wishes to try out for color guard.
Rookie Camp- May 26-29: 8 -noon Required for all first year GHS Band student

Guard Camp - June 1-5: 8-11am, noon- 3pm. Required for those making color guard

Guard Camp i June 29-July 3: 8-11am, noon- 3pm. Required for those making color guard
Guard Camp - Front Line i July 20-24: 5-8pm.

Pre-Camp July 29-31: 8am-12pm. ALL BAND STUDENTS

Band -Camp August 3-7: 8am 12pm/ 1:30-4pm / 6-9pm. ALL BAND STUDENTS

Please refer to the Calendar link on the GHS Band website for a complete schedule of events for
the Grissom Band. Also, it would be worth your while to read the GHS Band Handbook that can be
downloaded from the band website.

Wanteevour
Photos!

Now is the time to be loo

The Circus is Coming

We have the circus coming up at the end of the th )
and we are looking for volunteers to work the se ‘
shows that they will be having. If you are interes{e

email me and let me know. There are times for {h¢ Fri-
day morning show that are also available if you anEP
work that one. The circus starts Feb 27 and goe$ t
Mar 1. Remember, if your shift gets done early then
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— are other events coming in
March so look for my email.
you are not receiving my emai J

let rrle ;:10\(.\/ ;so_lt_k;]at Ikc?n add shots of your student and his/her friends doin
youto the fist. Thanks: thing and send to Grissom Band Historian Kate
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Concert Uniforms Ready
Because of Volunteer Help

A very big AThank youo goes out to those who
Season attire. It would be a difficult mission to complete in the amount of time available without your
willingness to help.

Just a reminder, Symphonic gentlemen band members are required to wear a white tuxedo shirt
(Hobby Lobby is one source), black socks and black shoes with their assigned tux. Symphonic la-
dies are required to wear black hose and black closed toe and heeled shoes with their assigned
dresses. Concert Band members will wear their marching uniform and will need to wear black socks
and their black marching shoes. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.

Dondt forget that 1 f you are
the band, getting to know our wonderful band members, able to
sew and like to organize, a great area to invest your time would
be working with uniforms. You have fun meeting and working
with other Band Parents in addition to working with the Band
members. For more information please call me.

Patti Preston
Uniforms@grissomband.org

LAPTOP NEEDED Charms Music
The band needs a laptop computer. Nothing fancy, e o
but it needs to have wireless internet capabilities for Offlce ASSlStant
use with our new A/V equipment. There are many
internet applications that we would like to use with the

band classes now that we have our LCD projector, L. . .
screen and ELMO (document camera). We will also The Charms site is very secure and no information

need Word and PowerPoint applications. Please con-| [ S kept MfAout thereo o

tact Theo Vernon at jtvjazz@knology.net if you have| [tion is encrypted and kept in a database and can-

one to donate. Thank you very much! not be accessed by anyone except you and the band
directors.

Theo Vernon
Grissom High School Band

Huntsville, AL 35802 You will log in with the following to access and

256-881-1075 update your own personal information:
ltviazz@knology.net 1. Go to www.charmsoffice.com
~ 2. Click in the Parent/Student Login

Treasureros M 3. In the School Code field, type grissomhsb
This is just a reminder that the final band fee payment for this school |4. Click Enter Charms
year is due March 1. Please check Charms for your current bal- |5. In the Student ID/Password field type your
ance. All fees have to be up-to-date in order to attend the band student login. This will be the same login you
banquet. Pl ease include your have used in the past. Freshmen will use the
Thanks! same login you used in middle school.
Alice Searcy a_nd Penny Irelan 6. Click on Student Info to add the information
treasurers@grissomband.org requested.
Sg%gx 4335 7. Be sure to click Update when finished.

cC h e

Huntsville, AL 35815

PAGE 4


mailto:jtvjazz@knology.net
mailto:jtvjazz@knology.net

Fruit sales are going strong . . . and coming to an end!

The 2008-2009 Fruit Sale season is past the mid-way point with only two sales remaining. One is the week-
end of February 20™ and 21, where we will offer Temple oranges, Pink Seedless grapefruit, and Florida tan-
gerines. Our final sale will be the weekend of March 27" and 28". Our sales have been so strong this year
that we are going ahead with the full, normal sale in March . We will be offering Valencia oranges
(excellent for juicing), Pink Seedless grapefruit (some of the sweetest of the season), and possibly Florida
tangerines.

Pre-order your fruit for convenience AND savings!

The online pre-order website not only allows you the convenience of using a credit card for your purchase,
but it also provides for you the assurance that your pre-order will be ready and waiting for you to pick up at

your convenience on the weekend of the sale. And you will get a discounttoboot! | f you dondét wa
online, you will be able to download the pre-order form and send it, with your payment, to the address on the
form. And, yes, you will still get the discount with the mailed-in order.
To place a pre-order, go to this website: http://www.fruitorder.com/
orderFundraising.asp?0rgld=338427 and follow these easy steps:
1. Select the type of fruit and box ﬁ% c k
2. Select the quantity you woul d ‘ on
3. Either c¢click on the fAContinue Shop or
Checkouto I|ink. é &
4 Once at checkout , foll ow the rec “
Note: There is a link at the bottom of the Checkout screen that asks you
AWhich seller would you I|Iike to credit is o
as there are no credits allocated for fruit that is purchased.
To download a pre-order form to send in, go to our Grissom Band Fruit Sale website: http://
www.grissomband.org/fruitsales.shtimla nd down | o ad dtehhre fiop rme . Fill it out
dress on the form with your check made out to GBPA.
Work off those fees!
The fruit sales also offer you an opportunity to work off some of those band fees. If you and/or your student
work any of the fruit sales, your studentds account

way to work off fees, it is also a lot of fun and a time when you can get to know some of the other band par-
ents a little better. Feel free to contact us anytime at(fruitsales@grissomband.orq) if you would like to work at
the March sale.

Sale dates are set!

Sale dates for the remainder of the 2008-2009 fruit sale season are set as follows:

February 20-21 and March 27-28*
(*Note: the March sale WILL BE A FULL, NORMAL sale!

Fruit Sale Flyers!

We have some nice flyers available for you to take and put up on your bulletin board at your work. These fly-
ers show the sale dates and times and give the link to our website where you can find other details regarding
the sale. If you would like this flyer, contact us at the e-mail below and we can either send you the file or
make some copies and get them to you.

Fruit sale contacts

Jan and Jeff Brewer are coordinating the fruit sales this year, so if you have any questions about the upcom-
ing fruit sales, contact them at fruitsales@grissomband.org.
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\72,\ Mark Your
v Calendar

S

2/27/09 f 2/28/09

District Honor Band Decatur

3/16/09 f 3/20/09

Spring Break

4/24/09 Spring Band Concert Grissom Auditorium 7:30
4/27/ -9f 5/1/08 Middle School Band Middle School During Class
Auditions

5/8/09 Jazz Band Spring Con- Grissom Auditorium

cert

5/26/09 A 5/29/09 Rookie Band Camp Grissom TBD
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Fundraising Made Easy. Scrip for Sale!

Go to the Grissom Band Web site at www.grissomband.org/scrip for
order forms, lists of merchants and much more.

How are you doing with those New Year s resolutionfg

I f you are | ike many of wus, the resolutions are
the Band through Scrip be one of those. ltbos e
not as important since of the fees are paid and the band seems to wind down the final few months.

The thing about programs is that people are enthusi

ing to create programs that will keep people committed throughout the entire year. Whether you want
to buy scrip, lose weight, stop smoking, or accomplish another goal, there is no single solution that
works for everyone. You may have to try several different techniques, often through a process of trial-
and-error, in order to achieve your goal. The same is true of scrip. The key to maintaining your goals
is to try new techniques and find ways to stay motivated.

Step 1

Aim low. It goes without saying that most resolutions are easier announced (or written) than doned but
if you set the bar too high, youdre doomed fronm

t h

buy scrip for every time | eat out, o0 target a poal

each month.
Step 2

Tell everyone you know. One school of thought says that resolutions are best kept to oneself, but look

at it this way: the more people you tell about |scr |

fall behind.
Step 3

Reward yourself. Following through on a resolution is rarely easy, so a little Pavlovian conditioning
goes a long way. Reward yourself for using scrip for a regular purchase by springing for a steaming
hot cappuccino at the mall. You can even use scrip for that :)

Step 4

Start with spring. Sometimes the best way to a¢con

time of year of your choosing, rather than the one dictated by the calendar. March 1 is a good alternate

dat e, since the change of season wil/l neatly c¢cqi

your spending.
Scrip is easy to obtain

There are several ways to order scrip. Scrip is available year-round. It is sold at all band parent meet-
ings, concerts, and special events. Scrip is also available via email. You can go to the band web site
for access to order forms and the list of merchants. There is a link to an email address for the
St u ¢ k scyp@sgrissomband.org) to place your order. Scrip ordered via email can be delivered sev-
er al ways. We try not to send scrip to school
have them come by your house, or meet someplace convenient.

If you have any questions, just let us know!
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