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Important Dates:

e March 23—Band Par-
ents Meeting

e March 27 & 28—Fruit
Sale

o April 16-18—All State
Band Festival

o April 24—Spring Con-
cert

e April 27—Band Parents
Meeting

e April 27—May 1 -
Middle School Audi-
tions

e May 4-8—High School
Auditions

e May 8—Jazz Band
Concert

o May 16—Band Ban-
quet

o May 22—Last Day of
School

o May 26-29—Rookie
Camp

o May 26—Freshman
Parent Orientation
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President’s Message
Hi Everyone,

| hope you were able to
hear our bands at the
ABDA Concert Festival.
They were outstanding!
Congratulations to Mr. Con-
nell, Mr. Vernon, and all of
our students! | look for-
ward to hearing all of our
groups, including our jazz
bands, at their spring con-
certs. Hope to see you
there!

Our fruit sales fund-raiser is
still continuing! We have
one last sale in March.
Please consider helping if
you have not already. Not
only does your student get
credit toward his/her ac-
count for time spent work-
ing at the sale site, you are
helping to fund the band.

As we proceed toward the
end of this year, we ap-
proach our end-of-year
band banquet, where we
celebrate our students, es-
pecially our seniors.
Please consider volunteer-
ing your time and talents —
the Coles have many open-

ings for volunteers.

As always, thank you for
your time and effort to keep
our band running so well. |

look forward to seeing you
again at the next meeting
on March 23, after Spring
Break.

Chip

GBPA President 08-09
president@grissomband.org

chipled@comcast.net
881-6388 home

Treasurer’s Message

The school year is coming to a
close and it is important that all
band students pay fee bal-
ances. Keep in mind that band
banquet tickets will go on sale
next month and they are

provided free to band mem-
bers whose band fees are
paid in full. Tickets will be
available for sale to other fam-
ily members of band students
whose fees have been paid.
You should have recently re-
ceived a copy of your current
Charms statement.  If you
have questions concerning
your account please contact
Alice.

Please include your student’s
name on all checks. Thanks!

Alice Searcy and Penny Irelan
treasurers@grissomband.org
GBPA

PO box 4335

Huntsville, AL 35815
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Notes from
the
Directors

Alabama Band Directors Association

The first concert festival of ABDA was a great success in Birmingham,
March 3 and 4. The GHS Bands all received an overall superior rat-
ing. Sym. | and Il received all superior ratings while Concert Band
received two Superior ratings and one rating of Excellent. We are
very proud of our young people for their performances and their de-
meanor during a long difficult day. Although we expect such behavior
at all times, sometimes we as directors don't take time to thank our
young people for acting like young adults instead of irresponsible teen-
agers. Thank you

All-State Band

Those 14 students who made the Alabama All-State Band will be trav-
eling to Auburn University April 16-18. Those 2 days out of school will
be an excused absence, but the students are to make up all work
missed. The price for the trip will be $250 per student for transporta-
tion and motel. Meals will be extra. We suggest planning on $15-20
per day for meals. We will depart at 7AM Thursday morning April 16t
and return early evening Saturday, April 18t. The concert for Jr. High
and Blue Band will begin at 11:30am with the White and Red band
performing at 2:00pm. Both concerts take place in the Student Activi-
ties Building on the Auburn campus. The day of the concert is also
Auburn’s A-Day Game. Parking will not be available at all anywhere
near the activities building since the stadium is very close. Not sure
what to tell you to do except be prepared to walk unless you get there
the night before and park. Also, my apologies for leaving Christian
Clark off the All-State and District Honor Band list.

District Honor Band

Congratulations to the students who participated in the District Honor
Band Clinic and Concert! It was a big success. We have received
quite a bit of positive feedback from the students concerning the week-
end.

Solo and Ensemble Festival

As you may or may not have noticed, GHS Band students did not sign
up for Solo and Ensemble Festival this year. The vast majority of our
students who participated picked out music the day of or a day
or two before the event, threw something together and
played for a judge that gave little or no constructive comments
concerning their performance. For those few that did prepare ade-
quately and took pride in their performance we apologize. Those stu-
dents who are well prepared with a solo or ensemble can play at the
April BPA meeting and or on spring concert. We are in the process
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of developing a comprehensive solo and ensemble event for our students which will offer a critique by a professional on that particu-
lar instrument(s) along with a short mini- lesson after the performance.

Spring Concert

Our annual spring concert for the Symphonic and Concert Bands is scheduled for Friday, April 24 in the auditorium at 7:30 PM. The
three bands will perform new selections prepared solely for this concert, along with select solos and chamber ensembles. Depending
on the program length, we may repeat some of the literature played at the concert festival in March. This is always a highlight of the
year. We hope you will plan to attend!!

Jazz Bands Spring Concert

The annual Jazz Bands spring concert will be Friday, May 8 at 7:30pm. Both bands are working on some great jazz arrangements so
be sure not to miss it!

Band Banquet

The annual Band Banquet is scheduled for Saturday night May 16t at the VBC North Hall. This is an event that you do not want to
miss. Good food, family, awards, and lots of fun. Please remember that all of your band account needs to be paid in full before you
can attend the banquet. Check your balance on Charms or email the treasurers to see where you are. This year-end event makes
memories and is so much fun. Be looking out for lots more information coming about reservations.

BPA Committee Posts

We still have a few committee posts open for those of you that would like to become more involved in the activities that your child
(ren) participate in. Please make a special effort to contribute a little of your time and expertise to this worthy cause. Contact any
BPA board member for positions available. Your cooperation and continued support of the band and your wonderful children are
deeply appreciated!!

Summer Dates

Most of the summer marching band rehearsal dates have been posted on Charms. We will have the percussion camp dates posted
by the end of March. Remember these rehearsals are required for all marching band members.

2009-2010 Student Leadership

All students that are interested in being selected for a spot on the 2009-2010 leadership team, be on the lookout for leadership ses-
sions on the calendar. We will probably have a few after school sessions the week after the spring concert. These are usually held
on Tues and Thurs afternoons from 3:30-5:30pm. It might be a good idea to talk to former or current student leadership to see what
the job entails.

Charms Music Office Assistant

The Charms site is very secure and no information is kept “out there” on a web site. All information is encrypted
and kept in a database and cannot be accessed by anyone except you and the band directors.

You will log in with the following to access and update your own personal information:

Go to www.charmsoffice.com

Click in the Parent/Student Login

In the School Code field, type grissomhsb

Click Enter Charms

In the Student ID/Password field type your student login. This will be the same login you have used in the past.
Freshmen will use the same login you used in middle school.

Click on Student Info to add the information requested.

Be sure to click Update when finished.

-l S

N
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Announcing...New York
The 2009 Band Banauet

The annual Grissom High School Band Banquet is scheduled for May 16, 2009. This year's seniors have selected “New
York” as the theme. ALL BAND STUDENTS are welcome and encouraged to attend the band banquet. Each student’s
ticket is included in their yearly dues, BUT DUES MUST BE PAID IN FULL for a student to attend. Seating is limited to
400, so additional tickets for family members will be sold on a “first come, first serve” basis to those whose accounts are
current.

Parent volunteers, this is your (students) event and your support is requested by donating your time to help bring this
year’s banquet together. Awards, decorations and some other preparations all have a price and the band parents asso-
ciation has planned for some of these expenses; however, early volunteering, getting donations, and contributing in early
preparation are essential to keeping within our budget. An idea in respect of “today’s economic situation” would be for
sections or groups to possibly look into donations which would relieve out of pocket expenses The dress code will be in
accordance with school guidelines and can be as casual or formal as you desire within those regulations..

The program artwork is near completion. A special “Thank You” goes out to Matt
Hendrix.
The committees that we are currently forming are:

Decorations
Banquet Tickets
Baby/Senior Pictures
Programs

Sign up today by sending an email to banquet@grissomband.org.

Rich & Karen Cole $

Wantee¥our Photos! Time Is Running Out!

Now is the time to be lookingNeed individual who likes to work

ahead to the emttheyeal |\ith students; is organized:; able to
band banquet this spring png

N\ the wonderful slide show | al|S€W hems & snaps; has a schedule
‘ the students and parents enjoythat will aIIow you to sometlmes be
So. That slfi

d e % W. b e
come a reality without the ¢on| available durlng “sehbol hours and

tribution of pictures from band students and parerissable to attend in - town as well as
alike. Just picture your student on the big scfee AF

the banquet. The best photos are those that shn%?v]:/t el t_O_W” fogtball SEMIES e
the students having fun, performing and just Hang®@mpetitions. If interested or have
out . You dondt have ‘a‘Ply fuRstidhs Rdnfaét eFafti | Prel @
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to Grissom Band Historian Kate Jobczynski at histo-
rian@grissomband.org.
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The final fruit sale is upon us!

The 2008-2009 Fruit Sale season is coming to an end this month. Qur final sale will be the weekend of March 27" and
28" where we will be offering Valencia oranges (excellent for juicing), Pink Seedless grapefruit (some of the sweetest of
the season), and Florida tangerines.

Pre-order your fruit for convenience AND savings!

The online pre-order website not only allows you the convenience of using a credit card for your purchase, but it also

provides for you the assurance that your pre-order will be ready and waiting for you to pick up at your convenience on

the weekend of the sale. And you will get a discounttoboot! | f you dondt want to order
download the pre-order form and send it, with your payment, to the address on the form. And, yes, you will still get the
discount with the mailed-in order.

To place a pre-order, go to this website: http://www.fruitorder.com/orderFundraising.asp?Orgld=338427 and follow
these easy steps:

Select the type of fruit and box size and click ¢
Select the quantity you would Iike and click on t
Either c¢click on the fAContinue Shoppingd |link or ¢
Once at checkout, follow the directions on the sc¢
Note: There is a |link at the bottom of the Checkout
order ?0 Pl ease ignore that box as there are no cred

To download a pre-order form to send in, go to our Grissom Band Fruit Sale website:
http://www.grissomband.org/fruitsales.shtmla nd down | e@ad etrh & oiff pnroe
out and send it to the address on the form with your check made out to GBPA.

Work off those fees! ﬂ ' ﬂ

The fruit sales also offer you an opportunity to work off some of those band fees. If you
and/ or your student work any of the f
hour worked. Not only is this a great way to work off fees, it is also a lot of fun and a time
when you can get to know some of the other band parents a little better. Feel free to con-
tact us (fruitsales@grissomband.org) if you would like to work at the March sale.

it

Fruit sale contacts

Jan and Jeff Brewer are coordinating the fruit sales this year, so if you have any questions about the upcoming fruit sales,
contact them at fruitsales@grissomband.org.

LAPTOP NEEDED

The band needs a laptop computer with wireless internet capabilities for use with our new A/V equip-
ment. There are many internet applications that we would like to use with the band classes now that we have
our LCD projector, screen and ELMO (document camera). We will also need Word and PowerPoint applica-
tions. Please contact Theo Vernon at jtvjazz@knology.net if you have one to donate. Thank you very much!

Theo Vernon
Grissom High School Band
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\%@‘, Mark Your

Calendar
U

Date What Where When

3/27/09 A 3/28/09 Fruit Sales

4/24/09 Spring Band Concert Grissom Auditorium 7:30

4/27/ -9f 5/1/08 Middle School Band Middle School During Class
Auditions

5/8/09 Jazz Band Spring Con- Grissom Auditorium

5/22/09 Last Day of School

H 5/26/09 Freshman Parent Ori- Grissom TBD

VBC Volunteers

I want to thank the adults and students that worked in February with the VBC concessions. They had a lot going on. If you have not
worked the VBC and would like to let me know. It is fun and some hard work but the reward is that you get credit toward your dues.
Remember any credits that you earn will be carried over to the next year. Remember for each hour that you work you earn $5.00 to-
wards your dues. It might not seem like much but it sure adds up in the long run. We earn $6.00 per hour that we work at the VBC
the other $1 goes to the band fund. So we are helping not only your student but also the band. Also, the student has to be 16 years
old to work at the VBC. Any member of the family can work to help with the student dues just as long as they are 16 and older.
Thanks

Mary
vbec@grissomband.org
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