
Page 1 

G R I S S O M  H I G H  S C H O O L  
April 

2009 

Grissom Band Parents 
Association, Inc. 

Important Dates: 

 April 24—Spring 

Concert 

 April 27—Band Par-

ents Meeting 

 April 27—May 1 -

Middle School Audi-

tions 

 April 27—Color 

Guard Info Session 

 April 27—

Percussion Orienta-

tion 

 May 4-8—High 

School Auditions 

 May 8—Jazz Band 

Concert 

 May 16—Band Ban-

quet 

 May 22—Last Day of 

School 

 May 26-29—Rookie 

Camp 

 May 26—Freshman 

Parent Orientation 

 July 26-31—Pre 

Camp 

 August 3-7—Band 

Camp 

 August 7—Family 
Picnic & Preview 

Show 

 August 10—School 

Starts 

Directors: 
Bill Connell 
Theo Vernon 

There are no words to ex-
press the sense of loss, grief, 
emptiness, confusion, anger 
and dozens of other emotions 
that we all are experiencing at 
this time concerning the 
loss of two members of 
our Grissom Band fam-
ily.  The horrific accident 
that claimed the lives of 
Tad Mattle, 2008 gradu-
ate, and Leigh Anna 
Jimmerson, sophomore, 
was terrible in its own 
right.  However, the 
realization that we will 
never have the opportu-
nity to be with these 
two young people 
again is almost too 
much to bear.  Our 
heart-felt thoughts and 
prayers are with the 

Leigh Anna Jimmerson 
Visitation: Tuesday from 5-7pm at Laugh-

lin Funeral Home 

Memorial: Wednesday at 11:00am at 

Weatherly Heights Baptist Church 

Visitation and services will be...  

Mattle and Jimmerson families 
in their time of need.  There is 
nothing that anyone can say to 
assuage the loss of hu-
man life.  All we can do is pray 

for these families and of-
fer them support and aid in 
any way possible. We know 
that you, the Grissom Band 
family, have united to do just 

that.  

Students will be excused from 
school to attend any/all of 
these services.  There will be 
no conflicts with any of the 

services and  band activities. 

The Spring Band Concert 
Friday, April 24 will be dedi-
cated to Tad, Leigh Anna and 
their families.  There will be a 
special selection in memory 
of Tad and Leigh Anna to 
close the concert.  We hope 
you and yours will make 

plans to attend.  

Bill Connell 

Tad Mattle 
Visitation: Wednesday from 6-9pm at Spry Fu-

neral Home 

Service: Thursday at 1:00pm at Church of the 

Latter Day Saints on Byrd Springs Road 



Notes from  

the 

Directors 

Executive Board: 2008 - 2009 
President:  Chip Ledbetter 
president@grissomband.org 

1st. Vice President:   Kathy Francica 
vp1@grissomband.org 

2nd. Vice President:   Roy Malone 
vp2@grissomband.org 

Treasurers: Penny Irelan &  
Alice Searcy 

treasurers@grissomband.org 
Secretary:   Christy Kindred 
secretary@grissomband.org 

Committee Chairs 
Band Banquet: Richard & Karen Cole 

banquet@grissomband.org 
Chaperones:  Jennifer Sherman 
chaperones@grissomband.org 
Color Guard:  Kathy Smith  

 colorguard@grissomband.org 
Concerts:  Sharon Keffer 

concerts@grissomband.org 
Fruit Sales:  Jeff & Jan Brewer 

fruitsales@grissomband.org 
Historian:  Kate Jobczynski 
historian@grissomband.org 
Hospitality:  Becky Brown 

hospitality@grissomband.org 
Newsletter:  Kim Broyles & Robin Heath 

newsletter@grissomband.org 
Publicity:  Teri Mitchell 

publicity@grissomband.org 
Scrip:  Joy & Lynn Stuckey 

scrip@grissomband.org 
Spirit:  Ramona Braswel 
spirit@grissomband.org 

Stadium Setup:  Keith Thompson 
stadium@grissomband.org 

Transportation:  Paula Dickerhoff 
transportation@grissomband.org 

Trucks:  Howard Wingo 
trucks@grissomband.org 
Uniforms:  Patti Preston  

uniforms@grissomband.org 
Vipers/VBC Coordinators:  Mary Fountain & 

Sharon Hamilton 
vbc@grissomband.org 

Ways & Means:  Elaine & Scott Sampson 
waysmeans@grissomband.org 
Webmaster:  Melanie Baeske 
webmaster@grissomband.org 

 

PAGE 2 
Continued 

Presidentõs Message 

Hi Everyone, 

Our band family is hurting, crying, angry, and struggling to 

comprehend the events of April 17.  We lost two young lives 

ð Leigh Anna and Tad ð both of whom had influenced so 

many of our kids and all of us.  Any business at hand seems 

rather trite at a time like this, but please bear with me on a 

few items below. 

We are closing in on the end of this year, and still have a 

little more to go ð the Spring Concert is April 24, the Jazz 

Band Concert is May 8, and the Band Banquet is May 16.   

Admission to the banquet is paid by the GBPA for all band 

students, provided they have zero fee balances.  If you  

have an outstanding balance, please take care of it by May 

1 so that your student can attend.  Contact Alice or Penny 

to settle your fees.(treasurers@grissomband.org)  

Please attend the last GBPA meeting of the year on April 27 

at 7PM.  We will elect a new slate of officers and wrap up a 

few items for this year in preparation for next year.  (Rookie 

Camp begins right after school is out, so ònext yearó is only 

a few weeks away.) 

The Spring Concert will be dedicated to Leigh Anna and 

Tad.  Please plan to attend, and keep their families in your 

prayers. 

Chip Ledbetter 

GBPA President 08-09 

president@grissomband.org 

chipled@comcast.net 

881-6388 home 

684-4866 cell 

Spring Concert 

Our annual spring concert for the Symphonic and Concert Bands is scheduled 
for Friday, April 24 in the auditorium at 7:30 pm.   The three bands will per-
form new selections prepared solely for this concert, along with select solos and 
chamber ensembles.  Depending on the program length, we may repeat some 
of the literature played at the concert festival in March.  This is always a high-
light of the year.  We hope you will plan to attend!! 

BPA Committee Posts 

We still have a few committee posts open for those of you that would like to 
become more involved in the activities that your child(ren) participate in.  

mailto:treasurers@grissomband.org
mailto:president@grissomband.org
mailto:chipled@comcast.net
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Please make a special effort to contribute a little of your time and exper-
tise to this worthy cause.  Contact any BPA board member for positions 
available.  Your cooperation and continued support of the band and 
your wonderful children is deeply appreciated!! 

Jazz Bands/Percussion Ensemble Spring Concert 

The annual Jazz Bands Spring Concert will be Friday, May 8 at 7:30pm.  
Both bands are working on some great jazz arrangements.  The percus-
sion ensembles will also be performing..  You donôt want to miss it! 

Band Banquet 

The annual Band Banquet is scheduled for Saturday, May 16th at the 
VBC North Hall.  Good food, family, awards, and lots of fun. This is an 
event that you do not want to miss.   Please remember that all of your 
band fees need to be paid in full before you can attend the banquet.  
Check your balance on Charms or email the treasurers to see where you 
are.  This year-end event makes memories and is so much fun.  Reserva-
tion cards have been mailed and the FINAL DEADLINE TO TURN 
IN RESERVATIONS IS MAY 4TH!!!!!!  ALL band students who plan 
to attend MUST have all band accounts PAID IN FULL and MUST 
turn in a reservation card with their meal choice.  Failure to do either of 
these will prevent you from going to this event. 

End-of-Year and Summer Dates 

ALL of the end-of-year (concerts, auditions, clinics, graduation, etc.) and 
summer marching band rehearsal dates have been posted on Charms; 
many since last June.  Please remember the summer rehearsals are re-
quired for all marching band members.  Percussion sessions in April 
and camp days during June and July are posted as well as color guard 
clinic and camp dates.  Band Pre-Camp and Camp dates have been 
posted for months now.  Go to https://www.charmsoffice.com/ and 
type grissomhsb in the Parent/Student login to see all calendar events or 
you can login in to your individual account with your username and 
password.  Please make arrangements to attend all rehearsals!  Thatôs 
what makes the ñBandò function as well as it does. 

Looking for Leadership!! 

Parents, we are looking for young people in the band who will take 
óownershipô in our organization and be willing to openly show that pride 
in their thoughts, words and deeds.  Each year we have a screening proc-
ess for potential leaders that includes essays, service projects and inter-
views.  That process has served us relatively well over the years, but our 
leaders with few exceptions still lack the desire, ability, courage etc. to 
speak out.  There are numerous times during the course of the school 
year when just a word or two from a peer would be all that needs to be 
said to correct a problem or avoid one altogether.  Itôs the perception 
that their friend/fellow band member will be ómadô at them for being 
singled out.  In most cases this is not true and when this is true it goes 
without saying that the comment needs to be made.   

That having been said, we encourage you to discuss this with your son/
daughter, especially if they are interested in a leadership position.  The 
experience is most beneficial for their future.  The ability to work with 
people canôt be taught in a lecture.  Itôs on the job training that each 
student receives.  The feedback is instant if they are observant and have 
a clue about what they are teaching.  Valuable tools are learned about 
dealing with people and situations.   

Just as important is the role of the SENIOR BAND MEMBERS.  They 
have invested hundreds of hours and thousands of dollars in the GHS 
Band.  It truly is sad to see them waste their senior year because they feel 
that band or life or something (I never really figured that out) owes them 

a ride free of responsibility.  As a senior each student is looked up to by 
EVERY OTHER CLASSMATE!   Seniors set the example for all the 
other students, good bad or indifferent, from the first summer rehearsal 
until the last day they attend Grissom High School.  We have discussed 
this with next yearôs senior class and will continue to do so throughout 
the course of next year.  Please take the time to reinforce these thoughts 
to your senior.   

Spring/Summer Schedule of Events    

**GHS Band Parents meeting-8th grade parents encouraged to attend- 
April 27 7:00pm- auditorium 

Leadership Sessions for all those underclassmen interested 

        April 28-30 ï 3:30-5:00pm 

ALL REHEARSALS WILL BE AT GHS BAND ROOM UNLESS 
OTHERWISE NOTED!! 

Freshman/First Year Band Members  

Rookie Camp- May 26-29: 8-noon Required for all first year GHS 
Band students 

Color Guard  

April 27: 5:30-7:30 pm- Info Session.  Open to anyone who 
wishes to try out for color guard. 

May 4-8: 3:30-5:30 Guard auditions clinic. Open to anyone who 
wishes to try out for color guard. 

June 1-5: 8-11am, noon- 3pm Guard Camp .    
June 29ðJuly 3: 8-11am, noon- 3pm. Guard Camp   
July 20-24:  5-8pm. Guard Camp - Front Line  

Marching Band Percussion  

**ALL RETURNING GHS PERCUSSION AND RISING 9TH 
GRADER PERCUSSION 

April 27:  5:00 pm- 8:00 pm.  Orientation Session 
May 4 & May 11:  5:00 pm- 8:00 pm.   
Auditions for ALL positions in Marching Band 

      *Contest Band Percussion ONLY  (times will be adjusted to ac-
commodate Driverôs Education class taught at Grissom) 

June 3: 8:00- 11:00 am; 12:00- 3:00 pm.  SNARES ONLY 
June 4: 8:00- 11:00 am; 12:00- 3:00 pm.  TENORS ONLY 
June 5: 8:00- 11:00 am; 12:00- 3:00 pm.  BASSES ONLY 
June 30: 8:00- 11:00 am; 12:00- 3:00 pm.  SNARES ONLY 
July 1: 8:00- 11:00 am; 12:00- 3:00 pm. TENORS ONLY 
July 2: 8:00- 11:00 am; 12:00- 3:00 pm. BASSES ONLY 
July 13-17: 9:00 am-12:00 1:30 -5:00 pm; 6:30 - 9:00 pm.  DRUM 

Camp  
     **Sideline Percussion and Football Band Percussion 

June 29: 8:00- 11:00 am; 12:00- 3:00 pm. 

ALL Marching Band Members  

Pre-Camp- All Marching Band Members  

July 29-31: 8:00 am-12:00 pm.  

Band Camp: August 3 -7 

8:00 am- 12:00 pm:  All Marching Band Members 
1:30- 4:00 pm: Contest Band Members Only 
6:00- 9:00 pm: Contest Band Members Only 

Friday- 6:00-8:00 pm: Family Picnic and Preview Show!! 

https://www.charmsoffice.com/
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FYI:  The minutes from the March Band Parents Meeting are posted at www.grissomband.org. 

The annual Grissom High School Band Banquet is scheduled for May 16, 2009. The seniors have selected 
ñNew Yorkò as the theme. ALL BAND STUDENTS are welcome and encouraged to attend. Each studentôs ticket 
is included in their yearly dues, BUT DUES MUST BE PAID IN FULL for a student to attend. Seating is limited to 
400, so additional tickets for family members will be sold on a ñfirst come, first serveò basis to those whose ac-
counts are current.  Volunteers are still needed.  If you would like to volunteer please contact Rich and Karen 

Cole at banquet@grissomband.org. 

Announcing...New York  

The 2009 Band Banquet  

On Guard 
 

For those that have not done so already, it is time 

to turn in your uniforms. Please place your clean 

uniform in a zip lock bag with 

your name on the bag and 

place in the Blue Box in the 

Band Room.  Color Guard 

Clinic/Auditions will be held the 

week of May 4th through May 

8th from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm. 

Anyone interested in audition-

ing for Color Guard should at-

tend. Please pass the word along to anyone who 

might be interested, especially upcoming 8th grad-

ers. Everyone may want to check the Calendar on 

Charms for the Color Guard camps that will be held 

throughout the summer. 

Please feel free to contact myself or Amanda 

Smith if you have any questions. 

 

Kathy Smith 

 Color Guard Mom 

colorguard@grissomband.org 

 
 

Donôt forget to use your complimentary concerts tickets for the April  24th concert. If 
you still haven't received your tickets, they will be available at the ticket sales table 
that evening. 

Photographs 
Last call for photos! The time is here for the band 

banquet and the wonderful slide show all the stu-

dents and parents enjoy so. The best photos are 

those that show the students having fun, performing 

and just hanging out. More are not 

necessary, but if you have a photo 

you would like to share with every-

one else at the banquet please send 

to Grissom Band Historian Kate 

Jobczynski  histo-

rian@grissomband.org. April 25 is the 
final deadline for submitting pho-

CDs of the bandõs 

performances in 

Birmingham at the 

ABDA festival are 

available, one for 

$6 or two for 

$10.   Orders will be 

taken at the con-

cert, at the Band 

Parents Meeting, or via email  at 

vp2@grissomband.org.  

mailto:historian@grissomband.org
mailto:historian@grissomband.org


LAPTOP NEEDED 

The band needs a laptop computer with wireless internet capabilities for use with our new A/V equipment.  There are many internet 
applications that we would like to use with the band classes now that we have our LCD projector, screen and ELMO (document cam-
era).  We will also need Word and PowerPoint applications. Please contact Theo Vernon at jtvjazz@knology.net if you have one to 
donate.  Thank you very much!  Theo Vernon, Grissom High School Band, Huntsville, AL 35802, 256-881-1075, jtvjazz@knology.net 
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Fundraising made easy. Scrip for Sale!  
 

Go to the Grissom Band Web site at www.grissomband.org/scrip for  
Order forms, lists of merchants and much more.  

 

Here are a few ideas for how to use scrip for your family: 

1. Buy Scrip for your favorite restaurants that you visit on a regular basis 

2. Use Scrip to purchase or as Motherõs Day Gifts 

3. Use Scrip to take your Mother out for dinner on Motherõs Day 

4. Use Scrip to purchase or as Graduation gifts 

5. Ask family and friends to use the rechargeable Kroger card and just designate your studentõs account when 

you buy the card for them. The original card  has a $5 value, so you can mail it without much worry and let them 

recharge it before they begin to use it. 

6. Kroger sells some gift cards that we cannot get from our supplier ð you can buy these using your rechargeable 

card. 

7. Do you have a college student?  You can purchase scrip for their favorite restaurant or store and give them a 

nice surprise around finals! 
8.Use scrip for online orders ð your favorite bookstores, outdoor clothing, and department stores, specialty stores, 

kitchen stores, you name it ð we probably can get it! 

If you have any questions, just let us know! 

Scrip is easy to obtain 

There are several ways to order scrip.  Scrip is available year-round.  It is sold at all band parent meetings, con-

certs, and special events.  Scrip is also available via email.  You can go to the band web site for access to order 

forms and the list of merchants.  There is a link to an email address for the Stuckeyõs (scrip@grissomband.org) to 

place your order.  Scrip ordered via email can be delivered several ways.  We try not to send scrip to school with 

students.  But, you can go by the Stuckeyõs house, have them come by your house, or meet someplace convenient.  

Just in time for Mother's Day, 

Bath & Body Works is pleased 

to offer our customers a 5% 

bonus contribution on Bath & 

Body gift cards from Saturday, 

April 18, 2009, through Friday, 

May, 8, 2009. That means both 

the $10 and $25 denomination 

gift cards will have an 18% 

contribution, instead of the 

normal 13% contribution, dur-

ing that period only.  Pamper 

that special woman in your life, 

on Mother's Day, with a gift 

from Bath & Body Works!  

mailto:jtvjazz@knology.net
mailto:jtvjazz@knology.net
mailto:scrip@grissomband.org


The Charms site is very secure and no information is kept òout thereó on a  web site.   All  information is en-

crypted and kept in a database and cannot be accessed by anyone except you and the band directors. 

You will log in with the following to access and update your own personal information: 

1. Go to www.charmsoffice.com 

2. Click in the Parent/Student Login 

3. In the School Code field, type grissomhsb 

4. Click Enter Charms 

5. In the Student ID/Password field type your student login.  This will be the same login you have used in the past.  Fresh-

men will use the same login you used in middle school. 

6. Click on Student Info to add the information requested. 

7. Be sure to click Update when finished. 

Charms Music Office Assistant 

For Seniors Only 
Senior parents, please send Historian Kate Jobczynski ñbeforeò 
pictures of your band student.  Waldrup Photography has fur-
nished the senior photos, but Kate also needs photos of your 
band student when they were young to display at the band ban-

quet, and she is counting on you for 
these.  Please send to 
historian@grissomband.org.  Also Rich 
& Karen Cole need the superlatives 
information and post graduate plans to 
include in the program.  Please send to 
banquet@grissomband.org. 
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Band Uniforms 
The end of the year is quickly approaching and with it comes the checking in and cleaning of all the uniforms.  Your assistan ce in 
expediting this process will enable the uniform committee to begin preparations for the upcoming year.  Parents please make s ure 
your student has turned in all assigned pieces of their uniform.   

White Tennis Shoes .  We ask each member of the marching band to wear a pair of WHITE  tennis shoes to all marching band 
rehearsals.  These do not have to be $200.00 shoes.  Please make sure the primary color of the shoe is WHITE .  This helps the di-
rectors fix many foot problems during the season when they all are close to the same color.  

Summer Band Uniform .  Each band member is required to have a pair of Khaki shorts, WHITE  tennis shoes and WHITE  socks to 
wear with the band T -shirt for the first few football games.  We prefer knee length (or as close to that as possible) Khaki shor ts for 
everyone.  The band T-shirt will be handed out before the first game.  Khaki shorts can become scarce toward the end of summer s o 
you might want to start looking for them by the beginning of July.  

Uniform Fitting .  Uniform fittings will take place during the week of Pre -Band camp.  Each class will be assigned a specific time for 
fittings.  All new marchers will be required to order a pair of black marching shoes from the band at approximately $32.00.  Any vet-
eran marchers who need new shoes will order at this time also.  It is VERY important that ALL marching band members be fitted 
during the scheduled fitting time.  Black dress socks (NO low cut or crew cut) will be required once the band begins to perform in 
their marching uniforms.  Black dress socks will be available for purchase during uniform fittings for $3 a pair.  Black glov es will be 
sold prior to the first performance in uniform and before each game.   

Working with uniforms .  Volunteering to work with uniforms provides a great opportunity to get to know the students and par-
ents.  Having the ability to sew is helpful, but not required. There are several tasks that are performed at uniform fitting and 
throughout the year that require no sewing, just manpower.  If you are interested in helping with uniforms please contact Lisa Ste-
ves at uniforms@grissomband.org.  

VBC Workers 
 

If you are interested in working the VBC to earn 

credits towards your studentõs band dues, please 

email me and I can put you on the list for distribu-

tion when I receive the schedule from the VBC.  

We work the concessions and if you get done in 

time, or sometimes even during your shift, you can 

go and watch a few minutes of the shows. 

Thanks 

Mary Fountain 

mailto:uniforms@grissomband.org


Date  What  Where  When  

4/24/09  Spring Band Concert  Grissom Auditorium  7:30  

4/27/09  Band Parents Meeting.  

8th Grade Parents en-

couraged to attend  

Grissom Auditorium  7:00  

4/27/09  Color Guard Informtion 

Session for all inter-

ested  

Grissom  5:30 ñ7:30  

4/27/09  Percussion Orientation 

for all interested  

Grissom  5:00 ñ8:00  

4/27/ -9ñ5/1/08  Middle School Band 

Auditions  

Middle School  During Class  

5/4/09 ñ5/8/09  High School Band Audi-

tions  

Grissom  During Class  

5/8/09  Jazz Band Spring Con-

cert  

Grissom Auditorium  7:30  

5/16/09  
Band Banquet  

VBC North Hall  6:30  

5/22/09  
Last Day of School  

  

5/26/09 ñ5/29/09  Rookie Band Camp  Grissom  8:00 ñNoon  

5/26/09  Freshman Parent Ori-

entation  

Grissom  TBD  

7/29/09 ñ7/31/09  Band Pre Camp  Grissom  8:00 ñNoon  

8/3/09 ñ8/7/09  Band Camp  Grissom  See Directors Notes  

8/7/09  
Family Picnic & Pre-

view Show  

Grissom  6:00 ñ8:00  
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Mark Your 

 Calendar 


