August, 2009

Directors:
Bill Connell
Theo Vernon

Important Dates:

e Grissom vs Lee:
August 21, Milton
Frank Stadium

o Band Parents Meet-
ing: August 24, 7:00

e Grissom vs Butler:
August 28; Milton
Frank Stadium

e Grissom vs Hunts-
ville: Sept. 4, Milton
Frank Stadium

o Max Hammond
Dress Rehersal:
Sept. 10.

e Cookout and Foot-
ball Band rehersal
with 8th graders:
Sept 10.

e Grissom vs. Austin:
Sept. 11, Milton
Frank Stadium

¢ Max Hammond Con-
cert: Sept. 12

e Grissom vs. Bob
Jones: Sept. 18,
away

o Marching Contest:
Sept. 19, Hender-

sonville, TN

e Grissom vs Buck-
horn: Sept 25, away

e Marching Contest:
Sept. 26, Columbia,
TN

o Band Parent Meet-
ing: Sept. 28, 7:00

GRISSOM HIGH SCHOOL

Grissom Band Parents
Inc.

Association,

President’s Message

Hi Everyone,

School has started and
we are off to a great start!
I hope you were able to
join us for the end-of-
band camp picnic and
exhibition - the band is
already looking and
sounding fine. The pace
will be very quick as they
prepare for their two
planned marching con-
tests in September, not
to mention the many
football pre-games and
halftimes.

We have many volun-
teers in our association,
and I encourage each of
you to contribute in
whatever way you can.
Please take a close look at
the list of committee
chairs elsewhere in this
newsletter, and give
thought to who and how
you might help. Some of
the chairs need
“shadows” to work with
them this year in prepara-
tion for next year, so be
forward-thinking.

Please note that evening
practices have begun. Be
especially aware of stu-
dents walking in the
parking lots of the school
when you drop off and
pick up your student. If
you would like to volun-
teer to chaperone any
away games or marching
competitions please con-
tact Kandi Mair and
Kathi Hathcock at

Please do not forget to
donate bottled water

when you can. We need
to keep our students well-

hydrated. Contact Keith
Thompson, our stadium

setup/water coordinator,
at

for any additional infor-
mation.

The first full band par-
ents meeting of the year
will be August 24 at 7PM
in the auditorium.

Please plan to attend if at
all possible - we will try
to limit the meeting to
one hour, but we do have
a lot of information to
share at this first meet-
ing, including a special
discussion regarding a
trip in spring. I look for-
ward to seeing you there.

Chip Ledbetter
GBPA President 09-10

881-6388 home
684-4866 cell
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Executive Board: 2009 - 2010
President: Chip Ledbetter
president@grissomband.org

Ist. Vice President: Kathy Francica
vpl@grissomband.org
2nd. Vice President: Roy Malone
vp2@grissomband.org
Treasurers: Katrena Faddis & Alice Searcy
treasurers@grissomband.org
Secretary: Christy Kindred
secretary@grissomband.org
Committee Chairs
Band Banquet: Mary Fountain, Sharon Hamilton,
Christy Kindred, Kandi Mair
banquet@grissomband.org
Chaperones: Kandi Mair & Kathi Hathcock
chaperones@grissomband.org
Color Guard: Kathy Smith
colorguard@grissomband.org
Concerts: Leigh Smith
concerts@grissomband.org
Fruit Sales: Jeff & Jan Brewer
fruitsales@grissomband.org
Historian: Kate Jobczynski
historian@grissomband.org
Hospitality: Rachel Albritton
hospitality@grissomband.org
Newsletter: Kim Broyles
newsletter@grissomband.org
Publicity: Teri Mitchell
publicity@grissomband.org
Scrip: Monica Paceley
scrip@grissomband.org
Spirit: Cherry Hovik
spirit@grissomband.org

Stadium Setup: Keith Thompson

setup@grissomband.org

Transportation: Diana Akridge

transportation@grissomband.org

Trucks: Howard Wingo
trucks@grissomband.org
Uniforms: Lisa Steves
uniforms@grissomband.org
Vipers/VBC Coordinators: Mary Fountain &
Sharon Hamilton
vbc@grissomband.org
Ways & Means: Elaine & Scott Sampson
waysmeans@grissomband.org
Webmaster: Melanie Baeske
webmaster@grissomband.org

Notes from
the
Directors

Welcome to the 2009-2010 Grissom High School Band!! We
certainly are glad that you have decided to be part of this prestig-
ious organization. We are celebrating the 40™ year of Grissom
High School and the 40" year of a proud tradition with the
Grissom Band. Several of you are GHS Band alumni who most
certainly took part in establishing the standards of excellence
that we now strive to achieve and surpass. Our students have
set lofty goals that we hope to meet. Your support and encour-
agement for your child and all the band students is vital for all of
us to have a successful year. We look forward to meeting and
working with all of you in the near future. Get involved!! Vol-
unteer to help in your areas of expertise and comfort. There is
something for each and every band parent to do, and we hope
you take advantage of those opportunities. Let’s have a great
year!! Band Camp was a huge success as most of you witnessed
at our picnic/preview show. We are very proud of how hard the
students worked and what they were able to accomplish during

that week. We have only scratched the surface.
Grading in Band

Grading in the Grissom Band is based on the student’s individ-
ual performance. That means that the directors evaluate your

son’s/daughter’s playing and behavior on a daily basis, whether
it is in class, after school rehearsal or a public performance. In

order to properly grade their progress they must be in class, re-

hearsal or performance. Therefore, attendance is vital to your

son or daughter receiving the grade in band that he/she de-

serves. It is impossible to make up a performance. There is no

way to do that, so please do everything possible to avoid missing
a performance. Students’ grades will be lowered for missing
performances unless it is a family emergency such as a death.
We cannot allow exceptions, because everyone has some type of
exception at some point. We would never have everyone to per-

form if exceptions were made.

Continued

PAGE 2



Marching Band Rehearsals

Attendance at ALL band rehearsals is counted as part of
the students’ grade. This includes after school and evening
rehearsals. Roll is taken and recorded in a grade book.
Since we try to not have extra rehearsals it is very impor-
tant for students to be at all scheduled rehearsals. Please
avoid conflicts because students will be required to make
up the time they miss and pass off the material that was
covered during the time they were absent. Failure to do so

will result in the student’s nine-week grade being lowered.

Students that are in FOOTBALL Band will rehearse after
school on Tuesday from 6-7:15 PM. The day of varsity
games we will have a short rehearsal immediately after
school from 3:30—4:00. Again, attendance at these re-

hearsals is required and is part of their grade.

Students in Contest Band will have the following schedule:
Color Guard will rehearse Mondays from 6-9 PM. Percus-
sion will rehearse Mondays from 5-8 PM. ALL Contest
Band students will rehearse Tuesday and Thursday from 6-
8:30 PM. The days of varsity games we will have a short
rehearsal immediately after school from 3:30—4:00. Atten-
dance at all rehearsals is mandatory. The weeks we have a
Thursday night game we will have a Wednesday afterschool
rehearsal with contest band from 3:30-5:30pm.

This schedule for Marching Band will be followed through
the week of September 21*.  FOOTBALL Band members
will follow their rehearsal through September 1*. After
Fall Break, we will have a marching band rehearsal the day
of the varsity games from 3:30-4:00 PM, which includes all
FOOTBALL Band members. The week of Homecoming
we will have a Wednesday, October 21" afterschool re-

hearsal from 3:30-4:15, since the homecoming game is on
Thursday night October 22™.

***Please have your children at rehearsals 10-15 minutes
before they are scheduled to begin. They need time to put
their instruments together, warm up and be prepared for
rehearsal. Also, please make arrangements to pick up your
child within approximately 15 minutes of the end of re-

hearsal. There is a security issue with children standing in

the school parking lot waiting to be picked up after hours.
Varsity Football Games

All students in football and contest band are required to
attend the varsity football games. The only exception is
the game during Fall Break, when we take a small pep
band. The football schedule is listed on the Charms cal-

endar:

PLEASE REFER TO THIS CALENDAR OFTEN TO
STAY ABREAST OF WHAT YOUR CHILD IS DOING
IN BAND. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. ALL BAND
ACTIVITIES ARE LISTED ON THIS CALENDAR.
THE VAST MAJORITY OF THEM ARE REQUIRED
AND GRADED, SO YOUR CHILD’S GRADE DE-
PENDS ON KEEPING UP WITH WHAT IS GOING
ON! THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION!!

All games played in Huntsville will be played at Milton
Frank Stadium. The games start at 7 PM. Students are
responsible for their own transportation to and from the
stadium. We DO NOT provide buses to those games.
Out of town games will have transportation provided by
the band. We will once again provide the Away Game
Travel Package to all marching band students for $25.00
each. Please have this paid by September 15®. Our first
away game is September 18", On days we travel out of
town for a football game we will provide a meal here at
the school after a short rehearsal before departing for the
game. This worked out great last year! The school busses
cannot arrive at the school until after 4:00 due to their
regular routes so we use that extra time to rehearse and
feed everyone before we leave so we can arrive on time to

the game.

The students are to be at Milton Frank Stadium no later
than 6 PM and possibly a little earlier if necessary. We
will wear the band tshirts, khaki shorts, and white tennis
shoes for the first few games. We will begin wearing uni-
forms on September 11™. The games end at approxi-
mately 9:30, so make arrangements to pick up your child

by 9:45. Please do not wait until your child calls you to

leave home to pick them up (if you are unable to come

Continued
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http://www.charmsoffice.com

to the game). We have students every game wait for up to an hour for their parents to pick them up. Not only is this

an inconvenience for the adults that have to wait with them, but it is also a security issue with people (adults and chil

dren) waiting in the middle of a dark parking lot at that time of night.

Marching Band Contests

We plan on taking the marching band to two marching band contests this fall. All students in marching band attend
these contests. Those in Football Band will attend and observe the others bands. Those in Contest Band will perform.
The dates for these performances are September 19 and 26. Due to concerns in years past, we are avoiding conflicts with

fall break, thus the earlier dates in September.

September 19™ we will be attending the Hendersonville, TN contest and will attend the contest in Columbia, TN on Sep-
tember 26 as The Defending Champions! Much more info on both of these events soon!! A reminder that ALL DEBTS to

the Grissom Band Parents Association must be paid in full before you can travel out of town with the band.
Max Hammond Concert - Saturday September 12 at 7:30pm

Carl Max Hammond was a 1982 graduate of GHS. He was a trombone player in the Tiger Band who was very active not
only in music but many other activities in school. Unfortunately, Max lost his life on September 11, 2001 in New York.
He was on United Flight 175 that struck the South Tower of World Trade Center. Since that time the Grissom Band has

played a memorial concert on or near September 11 to honor Max and all those who lost their lives that horrific day.

Not only do all 3 ‘sit down’ bands (Symphonic I, II and Concert Band- this includes ALL band students) perform, but also
Concert Choir. There is no admission for this concert, but Max’s parents have graciously agreed to allow us to accept do-
nations. All proceeds go to the Max Hammond Memorial Fund that provides instruments for the band. This is a re-

quired performance for all band students. It is something you don’t want to miss!!
Band Fees

Unfortunately, the Grissom Band must assess fees in order to operate. Most of you have already paid all or a portion of

your fees for band. If vou have made no attempt to pay these fees or complete a promissory note concerning this mat-
ter, your child will not be allowed to receive their band t-shirt Tuesday, August 18 after school. Your child will not be

allowed to perform without a band t-shirt. This is part of our summer uniform, which includes Khaki shorts, white socks and

white tennis shoes. Please make arrangements to take care of this matter as soon as possible. If you have any questions concerning

what you owe please check your Charms account (website address is listed above ‘Varsity Football Games’).

**Remember those of you that are Concert Only or Jazz Band Only students owe your fees too. Please check Charms or

contact the treasurers or directors to see what your balance is.
SPRING BAND TRIP!!!! CHICAGO 2010!!
We will be taking all three Concert Bands and the two Jazz Bands on a Spring Trip April 28-May 2™ to CHICAGO, IL! It

has been a while since we have taken a trip with ALL band members. We are working out costs, itineraries, performance,
etc. and will have more information at the band parent meeting. We are trying to keep the costs to a minimum while of-
fering all students and chaperones a great trip! Chicago is such a great city with so many things to do and see. We expect
ALL band members to travel with us and represent the 40-year proud tradition of the Grissom High School Band! A re-
minder that ALL DEBTS to the Grissom Band Parents Association must be paid in full before you can travel out of town.

Again, THANK YOU for your support and cooperation in everything discussed above!! We are off to a great start!!
Please help us to give your child the best experience possible in band!! See you at all the performances!!
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Charms Music

Office Assistant

We need everyone’s help to update your information
in Charms so we can be sure you receive all pertinent
information and newsletters. Inputting your own per-
sonal information (address, phone numbers, parent’s
name) guarantees accuracy and means one person
does not have to do it all. It is very simple!

This site is very secure and no information is kept
“out there” on a web site. All information is en-
crypted and kept in a database and cannot be accessed
by anyone except you and the band directors.

You will log in with the following to access and up-
date your own personal information:

Go to www.charmsoffice.com

Click in the Parent/Student Login

In the School Code field, type grissomhsb

Click Enter Charms

In the Student ID/Password field type your stu-

dent login. This will be the same login you have

used in the past. Freshmen will use the same

login you used in middle school.

6. Click on Student Info to add the information re-
quested.

7. Be sure to click Update when finished.

A N e

On Guard

NOTES FROM THE TREASURERS

Thank you to all of you that have paid your band
fees! This is a reminder that the following fees are
due now:

e Marching/Football band, $300
e Concert band only, $245
e Color Guard only, $270

Jazz band only, $150

[ ]
e Summer and Fall instrument rentals, $50
e Marching shoes purchase, $32

A 20% penalty will be applied to unpaid fees not
received by Sept. 1. Students who are exempt from
school fees based on family income are also ex-
empt from band fees but not from other charges
(marching shoes, instrument rentals, etc.).

Additional fees that are due later are listed on the
student s’ Char ms

e Away game travel package: $25 due Septem-
ber 14 (provides meals for students for 3 away
games)

e Marching/concert band: $100 due November 1
and $100 due March 1

e Color Guard only: $100 due November 1

Any fundraising or Scrip credits that are earned will
be applied to these balances.

Payments may be placed
the band room (checks only-NO CASH) or mailed to
Grissom Band Parents, P.O. Box 4335, Huntsville,
AL 35815. Returned checks are handled through
CheckRedi.

Pl ease include your stu

If you have questions about your Charms account,
please contact the treasurers.

Alice Searcy and Katrena Faddis
treasurers@grissomband.org

account

The Guard is busy getting ready for Football Season. The uniforms have arrived and Uniform fittings sched-
uled. The girls held car washes this summer to make money to buy Pom Poms to use in the stands. These
have arrived and the girls have made up routines to use. We will be needing volunteers to help carry bags to
the stands once the games begin, parents to help with hair and makeup, especially on the competition trips
and chaperones to ride on the buses to help the girls get ready. Thanks to all of the parents who have helped
thus far. It takes many of us to get everything done and to support the girls throughout the year and I really
appreciate all the help. We still have a lot to get done before Football Season and the competitions and | will

continue to keep you informed through email.
Kathy Smith, Guard Mom
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Reloadable Kroger Cards

Do you shop for your groceries at Kroger? Then you need a reloadable Kroger gift card from the band. Eve-
rytime you go to Kroger to do your weekly shopping, go to the customer service counter first. Load your gift
card with the amount that you estimate that you will spend on groceries for that trip. Then do your weekly
shopping. When you go to check out, use your gift card to pay for your purchases. Every time you reload
your card, 5% of the amount will go to the band. It's a very easy way to add credits to your student's ac-
count.

There are several merchants who do not participate in the Great Lakes Scrip program. However, gift cards to
some of these merchants may be purchased at Kroger. Here's an example explaining how:

1. You buy a reloadable Kroger gift card from the band

2. Go to the customer service desk at Kroger and put $25 on the Kroger gift card (5% of the $25 will be sent
to the band when you load the card)

3. Go to the Kroger gift card center and pick up $25 of McDonald's
4. Go to the checkout and purchase the McDonald's card using the Kroger gift card

Some of our families have had trouble when attempting to do this. However, | have called the Fundraising
Coordinator at Kroger corporate, Emeal Williams, and asked him about this practice. He, of course, said that
they don't like for you to do this. They had rather that you be buying your groceries, but that this practice is
not prohibited. It seems that it is all dependent on who your cashier is, but hopefully, the management is get-
ting the word to all the employees that this is not prohibited. The only thing that you cannot buy with a Kroger
gift card is another Kroger gift card. Another thing to note is that if you are buying a Target card with your
Kroger card, your cashier will have to do a manual override because of some system changes that Kroger
has made. Once again, this practice is not prohibited, but since Kroger considers Target a competitor, they
do have to take some extra steps for that override.

Walgreen's Gift Cards

Do you fill your prescriptions at Walgreen's? Do you know that you can pay for them with a gift card? Wal-
green's gives 6% of its earnings back to the band. If you take a medication regularly and have it filled at Wal-
green's, you could be adding credits to your student's account just by purchasing gift cards for your prescrip-
tions. And | don't know about you, but there are many times that | just "run down to Walgreen's" to pick
something up since it is so convenient. | like to have a $25 gift card in my wallet for just such occa-

sions. Walgreen's will be one of the new merchants that will be added to the in-stock inventory in both the
$25 and $100 denominations.

D, N D, DN D, DN D, DN D, DN

T T T FTo= T=

The minutes from the Freshman Parents meeting in May are posted on the web site
www.grissomband.org under the Band Parents May Minutes.
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Help Wanted

Band Equipment Truck Drivers

We are currently looking for volunteers to drive the band trucks to and from events. No special license is re-
quired and the truck crews do all the loading and unloading. If you are interested in helping this season with
driving, contact Howard Wingo at or 683-8487.

Southern Hospitality

The Hospitality committee is responsible for organizing mass feedings of band kids for

various functions as well as feeding our judges and sponsors when we host an event. P
The band parents in the past have been fantastic about pitching in wherever we need / Qo
them. Most of the time it is just bringing some food or snacks. Sometimes we will < )
need a few people to supervise a Hospitality Room. We will let you know in advance oo #

when an event is approaching that requires the Hospitality committee. Look for sign £
up sheets at the Band Parents meetings each month. Rachel Albritton, Hospitality
Chair

Concert Committee

The Concert Committee is responsible for staffing all Symphonic and Jazz concerts during the year. We will
be asking for your help to sell tickets and media, and take tickets at the door. Each concert requires six to

eight workers to run smoothly. I't’s easy work and w
Working concerts is a great way to be involved in Grissom Band! You may sign up to work at a concert at

any band parent meeting or by emailing . The first concert will be the Max
Hammond Memor i al Concert on Sat. Sept . 12. It s not

Uniform News

First game in uniform is the 11th. If you can help at the beginning of halftime please meet us in the end zone,
to hand out the plumes.

Parents PLEASE do not give your child anything but water to drink. The uniforms are very expensive and
they need to be taken care of. Remind your kids not to lean on the fences, the uniforms will rip and are not
easily fixed. If we all watch out for the uniforms and take care of them we will look professional.

or

Chaperone Opportunities

This is just a reminder that if you would like to chaperone one of our away games that we will be traveling to
this year (September 18", September 25" and October 16™) or our march band competitions (September19th
and September26th) please let me know

If you have not turned in your medical forms please turn them in as soon as possible. Also we are in need of a
nurse to travel with the band and dispense medications on overnight trips. We have always been lucky
enough to have a band parent who was a nurse that could fill this position and we are hoping the same will be
true this year! If you would be willing to help in this area, contact Kandi Mair or Kathi Hathcock as soon as
possible to find out details of this position.
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Don’t Forget ! !Earn Band Fee Credits

Each family is _ _ _
If you are interested in working the Von Braun Center

asked to donate for credits towards dues and other items that pertain
two cases of water to band send me an email. | will add you to the list to
so that we can en- receive the schedules that the VBC sends me. Once

you receive the schedule let me know as soon as

sure that our kids possible if you would like to work.

stay well-hydrated
and healthy! If you

If you have any questions please email me and | will
answer them.

haven’'t sent indxa'murThtkwo cases yet,
now ! Kroger has been running a sale on anxs _
cases for just $2.99. Use you Kroger Mary Fountain

scrip, and help yourself and the band!

Photos Needed

Calling All Shutterbugs

To ensure another terrific end-of-year photo review, please take pictures of the
band students in action, (or inaction ;-) ). More angles and perspectives make
for a more interesting story. You can send photos to me a few at a time
throughout the year, or you can wait until the end of marching season and burn
your collection on a CD to give to me. Send photos to me at

Senior's "Before" Photos

No, it's not too early. Reminders to submit "before" photos of the seniors for
their photo presentation at the banquet will be made until the end of January.
Again, | will be asking Waldrup Studio for senior portraits. Kris Waldrup Mchugh sent me a CD of all the por-
traits in November last year. My goal is to have the seniors' photo presentation done by mid-February—not
two days before the banquet—so | can devote my attention from there on to the whole end-of-year photo re-
view for all the bands. There will be deadlines to get photos in for the senior ads in the yearbook; therefore, |
would greatly appreciate it if the seniors would observe my deadline of January 31, 2010 for getting their
"before" photos turned in to me. If you need photos scanned, | will gladly do it for you.

Thank you in advance.
Kate Jobczynski, GHS Band Historian

Transportation News

School Bus transportation has been r es eThedatksafedSep- t
tember 18™ at Bob Jones, September 25" at Buckhorn, and October 16" at Sparkman. The buses will
transport our band students and chaperones to the football games and back to Grissom after the games. We
will be using Capital Trailways for our transportation to the marching band competitions in September. The
band will be traveling to Hendersonville, TN on September 19th and Columbia, TN on September

26th. Details will be provided closer to the date of each competition.

Diana Akridge
Chairperson, Transportation
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