Sept. 2009

Directors:
Bill Connell
Theo Vernon

Important Dates:

Grissom vs Buck-
horn: Sept 25, away

Marching Contest:
Sept. 26, Columbia,
TN

Band Parents Meet-
ing: Sept. 28, 7:00,
GHS Auditorium

Grissom vs Hazel
Green: Oct 1. Be at
stadium at 5:15 for
band yearbook pic-
tures.

Fall Break: Oct 5-9

Grissom vs Florence:

Oct 9 (optional)

Grissom vs Spark-
man: Oct 16, away

Grissom vs Decatur:
Oct 22

Band Parents Meet-
ing: October 26,
7:00, GHS Audito-
rium

Grissom vs Lee: Oc-
tober 30

Veteran’s Day Pa-
rade: Nov 11

GRISSOM HIGH SCHOOL

Grissom Band Parents

Association,

President’s Message

Hi Everyone,

I hope each of you will
be able to attend the
marching competition in
Columbia, Tennessee
this Saturday. Those
who have never been are
in for a real treat -
marching competitions
are like continuous half-
time shows, except the
crowd pays better atten-
tion and is more respect-
ful of the musicians on

the field!

As always, I sincerely
thank the many great
volunteers we have in

our organization. We
keep moving forward be-

cause of you! If you have
not yet found a niche,
there will be plenty more
opportunities throughout
the year. Please consider
helping in whatever way
you can - no one who
wants to help is ever
turned down!

I hope you are planning
on sending your student
on the trip to Chicago
next spring. Concert
competitions are wonder-
ful musical experiences
and provide an excellent
learning environment.
Plus, the opportunity to
experience our Second
City is a big bonus!
Please do not forget that
our forms and first pay-
ment, including payment
for the musical, are due
by September 30 to Tho-
mas Tours. The website
( )
has more detailed infor-
mation.

Our next meeting will be
September 28 at 7PM. 1

Inc.

look forward to seeing
you there!

Chip Ledbetter
GBPA President 09-10

881-6388 home
684-4866 cell

Concert Rehearsal

Schedule

After —-school concert
rehearsals will begin for
Symphonic I Band on
October 21 and for
Symphonic II and Con-
cert band on November
2. All rehearsals will
begin at 3:30 and end at
5:00 first semester and
5:30 second semester.

Sym. I =Tue and Thur
Sym. II — Mon
Concert Band—Wed
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Executive Board: 2009 - 2010
President: Chip Ledbetter
president@grissomband.org

Ist. Vice President: Kathy Francica
vpl@grissomband.org
2nd. Vice President: Roy Malone
vp2@grissomband.org
Treasurers: Katrena Faddis & Alice Searcy
treasurers@grissomband.org
Secretary: Christy Kindred
secretary@grissomband.org
Committee Chairs
Band Banquet: Mary Fountain, Sharon Hamilton,
Christy Kindred, Kandi Mair
banquet@grissomband.org
Chaperones: Kandi Mair & Kathi Hathcock
chaperones@grissomband.org
Color Guard: Kathy Smith
colorguard@grissomband.org
Concerts: Leigh Smith
concerts@grissomband.org
Fruit Sales: Jeff & Jan Brewer
fruitsales@grissomband.org
Historian: Kate Jobczynski
historian@grissomband.org
Hospitality: Rachel Albritton
hospitality@grissomband.org
Newsletter: Kim Broyles
newsletter@grissomband.org
Publicity: Teri Mitchell
publicity@grissomband.org
Scrip: Monica Paceley
scrip@grissomband.org
Spirit: Cherry Hovik
spirit@grissomband.org

Stadium Setup: Keith Thompson

setup@grissomband.org

Transportation: Diana Akridge

transportation@grissomband.org

Trucks: Howard Wingo
trucks@grissomband.org
Uniforms: Lisa Steves
uniforms@grissomband.org
Vipers/VBC Coordinators: Mary Fountain &
Sharon Hamilton
vbc@grissomband.org
Ways & Means: Elaine & Scott Sampson
waysmeans@grissomband.org
Webmaster: Melanie Baeske
webmaster@grissomband.org

Notes from
the
Directors

Marching Band Rehearsals

Attendance at ALL band rehearsals is counted as part of
the students’ grade. This includes after school and evening
rehearsals. Roll is taken and recorded in a grade book.
Please avoid conflicts because students will be required to
make up the time they miss and pass off the material that
was covered during the time they were absent. Failure to
do so will result in the student’s nine-week grade being low-
ered.

Students that are in FOOTBALL Band will rehearse after
school on the day of varsity games immediately after school
from 3:30—4. Again, attendance at these rehearsals is re-
quired and is part of their grade.

***Please have your children at rehearsals 10-15 minutes
before they are scheduled to begin. They need time to put
their instruments together, warm up and be prepared for
rehearsal. Also, please make arrangements to pick up your
child within approximately 15 minutes of the end of re-
hearsal. There is a security issue with children standing in
the school parking lot waiting to be picked up after hours.

Varsity Football Games (reminders)

All students in marching band are required to attend the
varsity football games. The only exception is the game dur-
ing Fall Break, when we take a small pep band. The foot-
ball schedule is listed on the Charms calendar:

PLEASE REFER TO THIS CALENDAR OFTEN TO
STAY ABREAST OF WHAT YOUR CHILD IS DOING
IN BAND. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. ALL BAND
ACTIVITIES ARE LISTED ON THIS CALENDAR.
THE VAST MAJORITY OF THEM ARE REQUIRED
AND GRADED, SO YOUR CHILD’S GRADE DE-
PENDS ON KEEPING UP WITH WHAT IS GOING
ON!! THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION!

The students are to be at Milton Frank Stadium no later
than 5:50PM and possibly a little earlier if necessary to get

Continued
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dressed and prepare for the game activities. The
games end at approximately 9:30, so make arrange-
ments to pick up your child by 9:45. Please do not wait

until your child calls you to leave home to pick them up (if

vyou are unable to come to the game). We have students

every game wait for up to an hour for their parents to pick

them up. Not only is this an inconvenience for the adults

that have to wait with them, but it is also a security issue
with people (adults and children) waiting in the middle of a
dark parking lot at that time of night.

Y

The away football game itinerary is posted on the web
sites.

Marching Contests

On September 26™ the band will travel to Columbia,
TN to compete. We hope you all can go. It is so very
different than a football game. The audience actually
sits, watches, and listens to the bands without too
much talking and interruption. WOW!!

Band Yearbook Pictures

The Marching Band will take pictures for the year-
book at the October 1%, Thursday night game at Mil-
ton Frank Stadium. We will NOT have a rehearsal
after school that day. We will load the trucks right
after school and meet at the stadium at 5:15pm to
dress and get pictures taken. You will be allowed to
eat AFTER pictures. You may want to bring dinner
with you since the concession stands may not be open
or have enough food prepared for everyone. Each
section and full band will be photographed along with
leadership and seniors.

Chicago Trip Deposit

The first deposit for our Spring Trip to Chicago is due
to Thomas Tours by September 30™. If you plan on
getting tickets to the Broadway show “Billy Elliot,” be
sure to send in the separate form with your money for

the ticket(s). All forms and information can be
found at grissomband.org. Please be sure to plan on
going on this trip in April!! We must have a very
good representation from all three concert bands and
both jazz bands in order to make this trip happen.
We CANNOT go and attempt to perform with a less
than optimal instrumentation. Everyone makes sacri-
fices for things they want to do so hopefully you will
ALL want to travel with us and make your budgets
work. It will be a great trip and one of the first full
band trips we have been on in a long time! Please
support this event and let’s go to the Windy City!!

Step-Up Instruments

[t may be time to upgrade your child’s instrument if
they are playing on the same instrument they began
on in 6™ or 7" grade. The holidays will be here be-
fore you know it and with the economy the way it is
there may be good deals everywhere. There are a few
stores in town to check out and several mail order
places that are very competitive. When you are ready
to look and invest please do not hesitate to contact
one of us in the band room by phone or email. We
will be glad to guide you through the process of mak-
ing a good investment for your child which in turn
will make them better players and allow them to en-
joy playing more. This also improves the quality of
the band at Grissom.

Upcoming Parades

As of now we are planning on marching in both the
Veterans Day and the Christmas Parades in down-
town Huntsville. We will NOT march if inclement
weather prohibits. More info later.

Again, THANK YOU for your support and coopera-
tion in everything discussed above!! Please help us to
give your child the best experience possible in band!!
See you at all the performances!!

' , | want to thank all of the parents who brought food and refreshments for our
“J / 8th Grade practice night, September 10. We had the perfect amount of eve-
rything. GHS Band parents help make this band Great!

W.

Rachel Albritton
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Fruit Sales are Coming/

The 2009-2010 Fruit Sale season is quickly approaching with our
first sale coming up on November 20" and 21%. The last report
from the grower is that this year’s crop is a good one, so we are
looking forward to bringing you another season of luscious Flor-
ida Indian River Groves citrus fruit.

Pre-order Your Fruit for Convenience AND Savings!

Once again, we will be offering an online pre-order website that
will not only allow you the convenience of using a credit card for
your purchase, but will also provide for you the assurance that
your pre-order will be ready and waiting for you to pick up at your
convenience on the weekend of the sale. And you will get a discount to boot! If you don’t want to order
online, you will be able to download the pre-order form and send it, with your payment, to the address on the
form. And, yes, you will still get the discount with the mailed-in order. There will be more details on the
online pre-order process in the October newsletter or you can find it on the Fruit Sale page of the Grissom
Band website.

Work Off Those Fees!

The fruit sales also offer you an opportunity to work off some of those band fees. If you and/or your student
work any of the fruit sales, your student’s account will be credited $5 / hour worked. Not only is this a great

way to work off fees, it is also a lot of fun and a time when you can get to know some of the other band parents
a little better. We will be soliciting workers for the first fruit sale at the October band parent meeting.

Sale Dates are Set!

Sale dates for the 2009-2010 fruit sale season are set as follows:

November 20-21; December 11-12; January 15-16; February 19-20; and March 26-27
New Primary Location for Fruit Sale

Advance Auto Parts on South Memorial Parkway, the long-time location for our main sale site, is moving in

December. While they are not moving far, their new location is not very conducive for us to conduct our sale,

so we are seeking a new location. We are saddened to have to make this move because they have been such

loyal supporters of our fruit sales and our entire band program over many years. I encourage you to continue

to support them in their new location (in Hunnington Center at the corner of Memorial Parkway and Mead-

owbrook) because of their loyal support to us. We have not yet identified our new location. We should be
able to announce it at our September band parent meeting.

Fruit Sale Contacts

Jan and Jeff Brewer are coordinating the fruit sales this year, so if you
have any questions about the upcoming fruit sales, contact them at
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Charms Music

Office Assistant

We need everyoneds hel
in Charms so we can be sure you receive all pertinent
information and newsletters. Inputting your own
personal information (address, phone numbers, par-
ent s name) guarantees
son does not have to do it all. It is very simple!

This site is very secure and no information is kept
Afout thered on a we b
crypted and kept in a database and cannot be accessed
by anyone except you and the band directors.

You will log in with the following to access and up-
date your own personal information:

Go to www.charmsoffice.com

Click in the Parent/Student Login

In the School Code field, type grissomhsb

Click Enter Charms

In the Student ID/Password field type your stu-
dent login. This will be the same login you have
used in the past. Freshmen will use the same

A N e

login you used in middle school.

6. Click on Student Info to add the information re-
quested.

7. Be sure to click Update when finished.

-

< V4
=

\

‘ Uniform News

~

NOTES FROM THE TREASURERS

Thank you to all of you that have paid your band
fees! This is a reminder that the following fees are
now past due:

e Marching/Football band, $300

e Concert band only, $245

e Color Guard only, $270

e Jazz band only, $150

e Summer and Fall instrument rentals, $50
e Marching shoes purchase, $32

A 20% penalty will be applied to unpaid fees not
received by Sept. 1. Students who are exempt from
school fees based on family income are also ex-
empt from band fees but not from other charges
(marching shoes, instrument rentals, etc.).

Additional fees that are due later are listed on the
student sdé Char ms

e Marching/concert band: $100 due November 1
and $100 due March 1
e Color Guard only: $100 due November 1

Any fundraising or Scrip credits that are earned will
be applied to these balances.

Payments may be placed
the band room (checks only-NO CASH) or mailed to
Grissom Band Parents, P.O. Box 4335, Huntsville,
AL 35815. Returned checks are handled through
CheckRedi.

Pl ease include your

If you have questions about your Charms account,
please contact the treasurers.

Alice Searcy and Katrena Faddis
treasurers@grissomband.org

account

The Band is finally in uniform, and they look great! Thanks to all the volunteers that have made it possi-

ble. Beginning Monday the 21st, at 9 a.m. we will be meeting in the hallway. We will be checking for re-
pairs and brushing off the uniforms. For the rest of the Marching season after every game, competition and
Parade, we will meet the following school day at 9 a.m. to take care of the uniforms. Just as a reminder, the
kids are not allowed anything but water to drink and no food at all while they are in their uniforms. | also need
extra eyes on our kids to make sure they don't lean on fences or anything that might stain the uniforms.

Thanks for all your help.

Lisa Steves, uniforms@grissomband.org
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SCRIP NEWS

Are You Ready For A Challenge?

I would like to challenge all of the band families to buy Scrip and give the pro-
gram a try. We all have somewhere that we consistently eat or shop. | chal-
lenge you to find one of those places on the merchant list and begin buying
scrip to pay for your purchases there. When you buy scrip, 40% of the money
earned goes into your students account and 60% goes into the band general
fund. Even if you dondét think that
your studentdés account is worth it,
you put into the band general account is. If every family bought Scrip every
month then by the end of the year all those small amounts would add up to
some significant dollars. Are you ready for the challenge?

Bonus Contributions from Selected Scrip Retailers

The following bonuses will be available for any orders placed between now and the Band Parents Meeting on
September, 28. | am planning to place the order with Great Lakes Scrip Center on September 30 which will
be during the time of this bonus offering. If you are interested in taking advantage of any of these bonuses,
please contact me (scrip@grissomband.org). | will need to collect the money on or before the Band Parents
meeting to make your order.

Great Lakes Scrip Center and L.L.Bean are pleased to offer our customers a 2% bonus on L.L.Bean gift card
purchases from Saturday, September 12, 2009, through Friday, October 9, 2009. That means our customers
can purchase L.L.Bean $25 and $100 gift cards with a 17% contribution instead of the normal 15% contribu-
tion.

Shutterfly ® and Great Lakes Scrip Center are pleased to offer a 5% bonus contribution from Saturday, Sep-
tember 12, 2009, through Friday, October 2, 2009. That means you can purchase Shutterfly $25 gift cards
with a 14% contribution instead of the normal 9% contribution, during that time period only.

Applebee's ® and Great Lakes Scrip Center are pleased to offer a 2% bonus contribution from Saturday,
September 5, 2009, through Friday, October 16, 2009. That means Applebee's gift cards will have a 10%
contribution instead of the normal 8% contribution, during that time period only.

Barnes & Noble will be offering a 1% bonus contribution effective Saturday, September 5, 2009, through Fri-
day, October 2, 2009. When you purchase the popular $10, $25, $100 and $20 "Teacher Gift" gift cards dur-
ing this special offer, you will receive a 10% contribution instead of the normal 9%.

T.G.l. Friday's ® and Great Lakes Scrip Center are pleased to offer a 1% bonus contribution from Saturday,
September 5, 2009, through Friday, October 2, 2009. That means T.G.l. Friday's gift cards will have a 10%
contribution instead of the normal 9% contribution, during that time period only.

Gap and Great Lakes Scrip Center are pleased to offer a 2% bonus contribution from Saturday, August 29,
2009, through Friday, October 2, 2009. That means Gap gift cards will have an 11% contribution instead of
the normal 9% contribution, during that time period only. The Gap gift card may be redeemed for merchan-
dise at any Gap, Old Navy or Banana Republic stores, including Outlet and Factory stores.

New Scrip Merchant

Great Lakes Scrip Center is pleased to announce that Aéropostale ® $25 gift cards are now available with a
7% non-profit contribution. The card may be redeemed for merchandise at any Aéropostale store nationwide
or online at aeropostale.com

The minutes from the August Band Parents meeting are posted on the website.
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Earn Band Fee Credits
Donot F o we ge @oHing Yor Workers to work the VBC Conces-

sions. Hockey season will be coming soon, and we usu-
ally work several of the hockey games and UAH

games. There are other events that we are also asked
to provide volunteers for. If you are interested please
call or email me. With the band going on the trip to Chi-

Each family is cago, it is a good way to earn credits towards the cost.
ked d Five dollars per hour that you work is credited to your

asked to donate studentds account . All credi
two cases of water so that we can en- ceive the check from the VBC, which is usually the mid-
sure that our kids stay well-hydrated and  dle of the next month.
healthy! ' f you havendbuas €nt
cases yet, do it now! 527-2864

Photos Needed

Photo Aficionados

Time is flying by quickly and a lot of events are already history, so-to-speak:
Boot Camp; uniform fittings; Band Camp and picnic; Jamboree; and football
games with Butler, Huntsville, Austin and Bob Jones.. | see several of you out
there with fancy digital SLRs, taking large, high resolution photos. Those pho-
tos are threads of a telling tapestry. Please plan on sharing some of your
cache so all of us can relive those moments during the band banquet at the
end of the year. | already have a catalog compiled and am ready to populate it
with your images. Please contact me about ways you can get your photos to
me, or :

Seniors' "Before" Photos

I need to have all the "before" photos of the seniors before January 31, 2010. Last year, most people who
had only one photo provided it by e-mail. If you have numerous images, a CD may be a more appropriate
option. If you need your "before" photos scanned, | will gladly do it if you just contact me,

or

Thank you. Kate Jobczynski, Band Historian

Concert Committee

The first concert was wonderfull We have a bit of a pause until December, when we have the Holiday Con-
cert, Hilaritas and Potpourri. More details later about these concerts. Reminder: you may sign for and pick
up your eight-pass ticket at the Band Parent Meeting if your dues are up to date.

Leigh Smith
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