GRISSOM HIGH SCHOOL

October, 2009

Directors:
Bill Connell
Theo Vernon

Important Dates:

I Grissom vs Decatur:
Oct 22

 Band Parents Meet-
ing: October 26,
7:00, GHS Audito-
rium

9 Grissom vs Lee:
October 30

f Vet eranods
rade: Nov 11

Y Band Parents Meet-
ing: November 23,
7:00 GHS Audito-
rium

1 Thanksgiving Holi-
days: November 25
27

I Christmas Concert:
December 4, 7:30,
Auditorium

 Christmas Parade:
December 5

9 Auditions for Sec-
ond Semester: De-
cember 7A11

9§ Hilaritas: December
11-12, 7:30, Audito-
rium

1 Potpourri: Decem-
ber 13, 2:00, Audi-
torium

Presi
Hi Again Everyone,

As | mentioned at our
last meeting, | hope
you had a chance to
go to the Columbia
competition. The band
was sensational! They
made top marks and
brought home champi-
onship trophies. Ku-

b a gosfte Mr. Connell, Mr.
Vernon, our clinicians,
and especially our fan-
tastic students!

Please note that we

are soon entering a
transition period be-
tween marching and
concert seasons. We
do have a few football

dent 0s

games left, so please
try to support our stu-
dents and our team
when you can. | be-
lieve the contest band
will perform their
award-winning show
immediately following
our last game.

Be sure to look else-
where in the newslet-
ter for important dates
—and don’t
check the calendar on
Charms periodically.
Speaking of Charms,
please take a few mo-
ments to re-check
your
and ensure that your
email addresses are

up-to-date, since most

of our communication
is via email.

Many of you may have

seen my recent email

r e g ar Miliomsdor “

Patriots . ” We
discuss this opportu-
nity at our next meet-
ing on October 26.
Please plan to attend.

Message

studen

Grissom Band Parents
Associlation, Inc.

As always, | cannot
extend enough thanks
to the many, many
people who keep our
superior band operat-
ing so smoothly.
Thank you for allowing
the board officers,
committee chairs, and
me to call on you for
help from time to time,
and for tolerating my
fmyllile mass gmai
messages. Itis an
honor to serve you
and to serve with you.

Chip Ledbetter

SBRAPIioEny (9;

881-6388 home
684-4866 cell

Find info about
, the Belk Charity
Sale to benefit
your <ch
band account
on page /.
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Executive Board: 2002010
President: Chip Ledbetter
president@grissomband.org

1st. Vice President:Kathy Francica
vpl@grissomband.org
2nd. Vice President: Roy Malone
vp2@grissomband.org
TreasurersKatrena Faddis & Alice Searcy
treasurers@grissomband.org
Secretary: Christy Kindred
secretary@grissomband.org
Committee Chairs
Band BanquetMary Fountain, Sharon Hamiltor
Christy Kindred, Kandi Mair
banquet@grissomband.org
ChaperonesKandi Mair & Kathi Hathcock
chaperones@grissomband.org
Color Guard: Kathy Smith
colorguard@grissomband.org
Concerts: Leigh Smith
concerts@grissomband.org
Fruit Sales:Jeff & Jan Brewer
fruitsales@grissomband.org
Historian: KateJbczynski
historian@grissomband.org
Hospitality: Rachel Albritton
hospitality@grissomband.org
Newsletter: Kim Broyles
newsletter@grissomband.org
Publicity: Teri Mitchell
publicity@grissomband.org
Scrip: Monica Paceley
scrip@grissomband.org
Spirit: Cherry Hovik
spirit@grissomband.org

Stadium Setup:Keith Thompson

setup@grissomband.org

Transportation: Diana Akridge

transportation@grissomband.org

Trucks: Howard Wingo
trucks@grissomband.org
Uniforms: Lisa Steves
uniforms@grissomband.org
Vipers/VBC Coordinators:Mary Fountain &
Sharon Hamilton
vbc@grissomband.org
Ways & Means:Elaine & Scott Sampson
waysmeans@grissomband.org
Webmaster:Melanie Baeske
webmaster@grissomband.org

Notes from
the
Directors

Marching Season

Well the students survived
came out Champions. We were very proud of them for
enduring the elements and surviving. We wish we had
been able to go to Hendersonville the week before but it
was cancelled due to the inclement weather. The Contest
Band will perform their show after the last game on Octo-
ber 30" once the football game ends. Plan on staying to
see it! We would like to thank all of the parents that make
the marching band machine function, from uniforms to
transportation, field equipment, stand seats, chaperones,
and many, many others. Your son or daughter may not
say it to you but they do appreciate it, and we the direc-
tors could not function without you. THANK YOU!

Trip 2010!

The first deposit for our spring trip to Chicago was due to
Thomas Tours on September 30™. You can still send in
your deposit if you have not done so. We have about 159
students registered for the trip, which makes up about two
bands plus a little. Please be sure to plan on going on this
trip in April!! We must have a very good representation
from all three Concert bands and both jazz bands in order
to make this trip happen. We CANNOT go and attempt to
perform with a less than optimal instrumentation. Every-
one makes sacrifices for things they want to do, so hope-
fully you will ALL want to travel with us and make your
budgets work. We will be posting a list of who has signed
up soon so we can see where we are for each band. It
will be a great trip and one of the first full band trips we
have been on in a long time! Please support this event

Chicago I'tdés n

and |l et’s go to the Windy
Step-Up Instruments
It may be time to upgrade

are playing on the same instrument they began on in 6"
or 7" grade. The holidays will be here before you know it
and with the economy the way it is there may be good
deals everywhere. There are a few stores in town to
check out and several mail order places that are very
competitive. When you are ready to look and invest
please do not hesitate to contact one of us in the band
room by phone or email. We will be glad to guide you
through the process of making a good investment for your

Continued
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child which in turn will make them better players and
allow them to enjoy playing more. This also im-
proves the quality of the band at Grissom.

Instrument Inspections

We handed out an Instrument Inspection Guideline
just before Fall Break to all students. We will be in-
specting all of the stud
next two weeks to see what condition they are in.
They MUST be in proper working condition in order
for the student to perform daily at their best, which is
part of their grade. We will determine if the instru-
ment needs repairs and will expect repairs to be
made within two weeks of the inspection. Points will
be deducted from your nine weeks grade for infrac-
tions that are not corrected. We will post these
guidelines in Charms and the band website.

Upcoming Parades

We are planning on marching in both the Veterans
Day and the Christmas Parades in downtown Hunts-
ville. We will NOT march if inclement weather pro-
hibits. We will have a specific schedule prior to each
parade.

Individual Band Photos

Several band parents and students have brought up
the idea of having individual band portraits made in
their marching uniforms. We are looking into this
and hope to have information by the band parent
meeting. We would do this during their band classes
at school so no extra time outside the school day will
be needed. We may also do a group photo before
the Veterans Day Parade in November somewhere
downtown prior to the parade starting. More informa-
tion will be provided later.

After School Rehearsal Schedule

Regular after school rehearsals for Symphonic and
Concert Bands will begin November 2™. Symphonic
Band 2: Mondays — 3:30-5:00; Symphonic Band 1:
Tuesdays & Thursdays — 3:30-5:00; Concert Band:
Wednesdays — 3:30-5:00. We will just go to 5:00pm
the rest of this semester. Next semester all after
school rehearsals will be from 3:30-5:30pm. Sym-
phonic Band 2 will add an additional Thursday eve-

ning rehearsal from 6:30-8:30pm beginning in Janu-
ary. Please remember these rehearsals are an ex-
tension of the school day and are required for the
class. Failure to attend will result in grades being
affected.

Percussion Ensemble Rehearsals

Nrhespércussinngsts from B@mphosic Barid 1 &nd 2
will have a few after school rehearsals preparing for
the Potpourri Concert in December. Mondays, Oc-
tober 19th and December 7" from 5-6:30pm. On
December 13" the day of the concert, they will
meet at 12:00 noon for final rehearsal prior to the
concert at 2:00pm.

Upcoming Concerts

We have a full schedule of Holiday concerts coming
up in December. The Christmas Concert is Friday,
December 4 at 7:30pm.
Band and Concert Choir will be Friday and Satur-
day, December 11 and 12 at 7:30pm. The Pot-
pourri Concert will be Sunday, December 13" at
2:00pm. This concert consists of instrumental and
vocal ensembles and the

Band Auditions for 2 " Semester

Auditions for band/chair placement for 2™ semester
will be during the week of December 7-11. The
audition material will be handed out very soon. Stu-
dents are required to play ALL 12 MAJOR SCALES
with arpeggios two octaves within 2.5 minutes.
They will also have two musical excerpts they will
prepare and perform along with some sight-reading.
These auditions not only serve as their band/chair
placement but also as a major part of their first se-
mester final exam grade. Please ask your sons and
daughters if they have been practicing for their up-
coming audition!! They
auditions the night before like an academic exam.
Much preparation before hand must occur.

Again, THANK YOU for your support and
cooperation in everything discussed above!! Please
help us to give your child the best experience possi-
ble in band!! See you at all the performances!!

1

Shutterbugs, please plan on sharing some of your captured moments so all of
us can relive those memories during the band banquet at the end of the year. |
already have a catalog compiled and am ready to populate it with your images.
Please contact me about ways you can get your photos to me,

Thank you. Kate Jobczynski, Band Historian
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Fruit Sales are Coming!

The 2009-2010 Fruit Sale season is quickly approaching
with our first sale coming up on November 20" and 21%'.

The | ast report from the gr y e
good one, so we are looking forward to bringing you an-

other season of luscious Florida Indian River Groves citrus

fruit.

Pre-order your fruit for convenience AND savings!

Once again, we will be offering an online pre-order website

that will not only allow you the convenience of using a credit card for your purchase, but will also

provide for you the assurance that your pre-order will be ready and waiting for you to pick up at

your convenience on the weekend of the sale. And you will get a discount to boot! I f you| do
want to order online, you will be able to download the pre-order form and send it, with your pay-

ment, to the address on the form. And, yes, you will still get the discount with the mailed-in order.

You can find more details for the online pre-order process on the Fruit Sale page of the Grissom

Band website.

Work off those fees!

The fruit sales also offer you an opportunity to work off some of those band fees. If you and/or

your student work any of the fruit sales, your

Not only is this a great way to work off fees, it is also a lot of fun and a time when you can get to
know some of the other band parents a little better. We will be soliciting workers for the first
fruit sale at the October band parent meeting.

Sale dates are set!

Sale dates for the 2009-2010 fruit sale season are set as follows:

November 20 -21; December 11 -12; January 15 -16; February 19 -20; and March 26 -27
New Primary Location for Fruit Sale

Our new primary location for our fruit sale will be Kangaroo Express at the corner of Moun-
tain Gap and the Parkway. Advance Auto Parts on South Memorial Parkway, the long-time loca-
tion for our main sale site, is moving in December to a location that is not very conducive for us to
conduct our sale. They have been loyal supporters of our band program over the years, so | en-
courage you to continue to support them in their new location (in Hunnington Center at the corner
of Memorial Parkway and Meadowbrook). We are, however,
very excited to be teamed up with Kangaroo Express. They
are very excited to be a part of our program and we look for-
ward to a long relationship with them.

Fruit sale contacts

Jan and Jeff Brewer are coordinating the fruit sales this year,
so if you have any questions about the upcoming fruit sales,
contact them at

PAGE 4

C

-


mailto:fruitsales@grissomband.org

Charms Music
Office Assistan

NOTES FROM THE TREASURERS

Thank you to all of you who have paid your
band fees! This is a reminder that the following
fees are due November 1:

Marching/Football band, $100

We need everyoneds help
in Charms so we can be sure you receive all pertinel Concert band only, $100
mformathn and ngwsletters. Inputting your own | |color Guard only, $100
personal information (address, phone numbers, par{
entds name) guarantees Please check your Charms account for your
son does not have to do it all. It is very simple! current balance. If you have credits for VBC or

o ) o Scrip, you may not owe the full $100. If you
ThIS site is very secure‘and no information is kept| [have questions about your Charms account,
Aout thereo on a we b 5 lplease contact the treasurers.
crypted and kept in a database and cannot be acdges Remember that Chicago trip payments WILL
by anyone except you and the band directors. NOT e i Cher s Siies (e @i sl
You will log in with the following to access and upq |directly to Thomas Tours.
date your own personal information:

Payments may be pl aced

1. Goto in the band room or mailed to GBPA, PO BOX
2. Click in the Parent/Student Login 4335, Huntsville, AL 35815.
3. Inlthe School Code field, type grissomhsb Please include your st
4. Click Enter Charms e
5. In the Student ID/Password field type your stu- .

dent login. This will be the same login you have | Alice Searcy and Katrena Fad-

used in the past. Freshmen will use the same dis

login you used in middle school.
6. Click on Student Info to add the information re-

guested.
7. Be sure to click Update when finished.

Concert Committee Needs Help

Thank you so much to all those who worked at the Max Hammond Memorial Concert! December

will be here before we know it, and we will all get busy with holiday

wi || be

concerts. Email

plans. Mark your calendars now with three great opportunities to hear
our bands play. The Holiday Concert featuring all our concert bands
on
holiday spirit! The weekend of Dec. 11-13 will be full of great music.
Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30 will be the band/choral Hilaritas
performance featuring our A Jazz band musicians. On Sunday after-
noon at 2:00 B jazz Band and instrumental and vocal ensembles will
treat us to the Potpourri Concert. If you know now that you will be
available, | am taking volunteers to work at the Holiday and Potpourri

Friday, Dec. 4 at 7:

to sign up!
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Bel k Charity Sale to Benef

The band has been given an opportunity to participate in selling tickets to the Annual Belk Charity
Sale, Saturday Nov. 7 from 6 -10am. All money collected from selling the tickets is yours to keep to
help pay for the Chicago trip. Here's how it works:

1 This is a private sale (closed to the public) and a ticket is required to shop in the store during
the event. Tickets are $5

1 On the first item bought at the sale, an extra $5 is taken off at the register. So the ticket be-
comes free as long as an item is bought.

1 If someone knows they are going to buy 5 items, sell them 5 tickets. They will get $5 off each
item and you get $25.

1 Sale discounts will be from 15-50% off, including rarely discounted brands (Tommy Bahama
was mentioned as one).

1 The shopper can register for a $1,000 Belk shopping spree - one entry per ticket. So if they
buy 5 tickets, they have 5 chances to win.

1 If shopping from 6-10am is not your thing, you can shop the week before the event and the
sales associate will hold your items and ring them up that Saturday so you get the sales price.
You can pick up the items later in the day after you've had your coffee.

1 The shopper gets double or triple their Belk Reward bucks (depending on the color of their
card)

1 This is a national sales event, so tickets can be used at any Belk store.

So shoppers get great bargains and you get to keep their $5 admission fee to pay for the Chicago
trip. What's not to like about that!

There were over 30 organizations at the kickoff meeting so there will be some competition. Also, the
Belk sales associates will begin selling tickets the week before the sale, so you'll want to beat them
to the punch.

To help you sell tickets, Belk is setting up a table at one of their Parkway Place entrances for organi-
zations to sell tickets. You must call Belk to reserve a time slot (Jill Driscoll - 551-4200 ext.

313). Call soon before those prime Saturday slots disappear. They will set up a table for you any
day of the week and at least one adult must be present.

| am about out of tickets but should have more soon. There is no limit on the number of tickets Belk
will give us to sell. | also have a limited number of sales fliers showing some of the items that will be
on sale. You can contact me at to get tickets, fliers, or if you have
any questions. And use your imagination to sell these tickets. They are free as long as something
is purchased, they are required to get in the door, and you get to keep all the money. The band will
not be collecting anything from the sale of these tickets. You hold onto it until that check is due to
Thomas Tours. Remember, all of the money you earn selling these tickets is yours to keep for
Chicago!

The minutes from the September Band Parents meeting are posted on the website.
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Earn Band Fee Credits

Hockey season is starting up at the VBC. Work-
ing concessions is a good ways to earn credits

On Guard

towards your child’”s acco
Congratulations girls on your win at Columbia. events at the VBC in the next few months be-
You did a great job, even in the mud! While | sides hockey, so if you are interested in working
was sitting in the stands watching, the specta- the VBC for credits please let me know.
tors behind me were commenting on how good
they thought the Grissom Color Guard was Mary Fountain

while you were performing. You should be very =~ 927-2864
proud of yourselves for a job well done! Thanks

again for all the parent support and help during

this Marching Season.

Kathy Smith, Guard Mom

Uniform News

Thanks to everyone who has been helping with the plumes before, during and
after the halftime show. There are still a few games left, please feel free to join
us!

| still need help on Mondays at 9a.m. We check the uniforms for dirt and make
any repairs. You will find us in the hallway outside the band room.

Thanks again!

Lisa Steves

It's never too early to start buying Scrip for Christmas. A Scrip gift card is a won-
derful present for anyone on your list. There are hundreds of retailers to choose
4 from. You can also purchase Scrip gift cards before you head out to do that
Christmas shopping and then use them to make your purchases if you prefer that
your gift has a more personal touch. Either way, you will be earning money for
your student's account and for the band general fund.

The next Scrip order will be placed on Tuesday, October 27. To place an order
or for more info, contact

Needed: Seniorsdéd AnBeforeo P S

The deadline for submitting baby photos of your senior for the yearbook
has come and gone (Sept. 11). The deadline for senior ads for the year-
book has also passed (October 16). Before you put away those early
photos of your senior, please send one or two to me to use in the senior
presentation for the Band Banquet in the spring (deadline is January 31,
2010). If you need your "before" photos scanned, | will gladly do it for
you. Please contact me, :

Thank you. Kate Jobczynski, Band Historian
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