November,
2009

Directors:
Bill Connell
Theo Vernon

Important Dates:

1 Band Parents Meet-
ing: November 23,
7:00 GHS Auditorium

1 Thanksgiving Holi-
days: November 2527

1 Christmas Concert:
December 4, 7:30,

Grissom Auditorium

1 Christmas Parade:
December 5

1 Auditions for Second
Semester: December
711l

1 Hilaritas: December
11-12, 7:30, Grissom
Auditorium

1 Potpourri: December
13, 2:00, Grissom
Auditorium

1 Winter Holiday: De-
cember 23 fi January
5

1 After School Rehears-
als Start: January 6

 Band Parents Meet-
ing: January 25, 7pm,
Grissom Auditorium

1 All State Honor Band
Auditions: January
291130

1 Symphonic Concert
Band Camp: February|
4i16

GRISSOM HIGH SCHOOL

Grissom Band Parents

Associlation, Inc.
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Hello Again Everyone,

This year is really going
by fast! Our football sea-
son is behind us, we just
had the Veterans Day
Parade, and the upcom-
ing Christmas Parade
will mark the end of our
marching season. Yet,
we have much more
ahead! Our band pro-
gram is nationally recog-
nized primarily for its
symphonic programs,
and the coming year will
no doubt reinforce that
recognition.

The culmination of the
symphonic season will
be the trip to Chicago to
perform at the Dixie
Classic (

dent 0s

Message

). Please
remember to keep your
trip payments current,
and for anyone who
wants to go but has not
indicated yet, there is
still time!

Our students still have
quite a few events be-
tween now and the end
of this semester, includ-
ing the Christmas Con-
cert, the Christmas Pa-
rade, Hilaritas, Pot-
pourri, and auditions for
next semester. Look
elsewhere in this news-
letter or in Charms for
dates of these and other
events.

Our Association exists
for one reason only: to
assist the Grissom Band
T our kids. To keep the
band going (at a nation-
ally-recognized level)
requires a lot of financial
assistance, as you have
noticed by now. Our big-
gest fundraiser is about
to begin this month i
fruit sales! Please con-
sider helping if you can.
Not only does your stu-
dent get credit toward

his/her account for time
spent working at the
sale site, you are help-
ing to fund the band.
Note: our first sale
(November 20-21) will
occur prior to our next
meeting (November 23),
so please watch for
email updates.

Once again, | cannot
extend enough thanks to
the many, many people
who keep our Associa-
tion and our outstanding
band running so
smoothly! Please take
the time to thank a com-
mittee chair or a board
officer 1 they are work-
ing hard for all of us.
And dondét fo
our directors for mentor-
ing our kids i not just
about music, but about
teamwork, leadership,
and life.

Respectfully,

Chip Ledbetter
GBPA President 09-10

881-6388 home
684-4866 cell

rgeif
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Executive Board: 2002010
President: Chip Ledbetter
president@grissomband.org

1st. Vice President:Kathy Francica
vpl@grissomband.org
2nd. Vice President: Roy Malone
vp2@grissomband.org
TreasurersKatrena Faddis & Alice Searcy
treasurers@grissomband.org
Secretary: Christy Kindred
secretary@grissomband.org
Committee Chairs
Band BanquetMary Fountain, Sharon Hamiltor
Christy Kindred, Kandi Mair
banquet@grissomband.org
ChaperonesKandi Mair & Kathi Hathcock
chaperones@grissomband.org
Color Guard: Kathy Smith
colorguard@grissomband.org
Concerts: Leigh Smith
concerts@grissomband.org
Fruit Sales:Jeff & Jan Brewer
fruitsales@grissomband.org
Historian: KateJbczynski
historian@grissomband.org
Hospitality: Rachel Albritton
hospitality@grissomband.org
Newsletter: Kim Broyles
newsletter@grissomband.org
Publicity: Teri Mitchell
publicity@grissomband.org
Scrip: Monica Paceley
scrip@grissomband.org
Spirit: Cherry Hovik
spirit@grissomband.org

Stadium Setup:Keith Thompson

setup@grissomband.org

Transportation: Diana Akridge

transportation@grissomband.org

Trucks: Howard Wingo
trucks@grissomband.org
Uniforms: Lisa Steves
uniforms@grissomband.org
Vipers/VBC Coordinators:Mary Fountain &
Sharon Hamilton
vbc@grissomband.org
Ways & Means:Elaine & Scott Sampson
waysmeans@grissomband.org
Webmaster:Melanie Baeske
webmaster@grissomband.org

Notes from
the
Directors

Veterans Day School Assembly and Parade

Thank you to all the band members for helping honor our
veterans during the schoolwide assembly and at the city-
wide Veterans Day Parade. You were well received and
appreciated by many. We must continue to remember
our veterans... past, present and future.

Pictures

Individual band portraits were made during band classes
on November 3-5 by David Phillips. We also had a large
group picture made downtown in Big Spring Park that is
going to look very nice! All of the individual and group
shots will be posted online in about three weeks once
they have been edited. We will have all the information
sent out to you once we are told they have been posted.
Thank you!

2010! It és s

The first deposit for our Spring Trip to Chicago was due to
Thomas Tours on September 30". You can still send in
your deposit of $150.00 plus the 2™ payment of $125.00
if you have not done so. The 2" payment is due on No-
vember 16" to Thomas Tours. The third payment of
$125.00 is not due until January 15". We must have a
very good representation from all three Concert bands
and both jazz bands in order to make this trip happen.
We CANNOT go and attempt to perform with a less than
optimal instrumentation. Everyone makes sacrifices for
things they want to do so hopefully you will ALL want to
travel with us and make your budgets work. We will be
posting a list of who has signed up soon so we can see
where we are for each band. It will be a great trip and
one of the first full band trips we have been on in a long

Chicago Trip

ti me! Pl ease support this
City!!

Step-Up Instruments

It may be time to upgrade

are playing on the same instrument they began on in sixth
or seventh grade. The holidays will be here before you
know it and with the economy the way it is there may be
good deals everywhere. There are a few stores in town
to check out and several mail order places that are very
competitive. When you are ready to look and invest
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please do not hesitate to contact one of us in the
band room by phone or email. We will be glad to
guide you through the process of making a good in-
vestment for your child which in turn will make them
better players and allow them to enjoy playing more.
This also improves the quality of the band at
Grissom.

Instrument Inspections Report

We handed out an Instrument Inspection Guideline
just before Fall Break to all students. We inspected
al | of the studentsd ins
they were in. Most were in decent working order
with many needing several minor adjustments. We
have handed a copy of the inspection sheet to the
students so they know what needs to be taken care
of. All of the repairs/adjustments must be taken care
of prior to the first week of school in January. If
there are any major repairs that need immediate at-
tention, that will be noted on the sheet. Thank you
for adhering to our recommendations for repairs. It
will make their playing more enjoyable and their in-
strument play better.

After School Rehearsal Schedule

Regular after school rehearsals for Symphonic and
Concert Bands will begin November 2". Symphonic
Band 2: Mondays 1 3:30-5:00; Symphonic Band 1:
Tuesdays & Thursdays 1 3:30-5:00; Concert Band:
Wednesdays i 3:30-4:30. We will follow this sched-
ule for the remainder of this semester. Next semes-
ter all after school rehearsals will be from 3:30-
5:30pm. Symphonic Band 2 will add an additional
Thursday evening rehearsal from 6:30-8:30pm be-
ginning in January. Please remember these re-
hearsals are an extension of the school day and are
required for the class. Failure to attend will result in
grades being affected.

Percussion Ensemble Rehearsals

The percussionists from Symphonic Band 1 & 2 will
have a Monday after school rehearsal to prepare for
the Potpourri Concert December 7™ from 5-6:30pm.
On December 13™ the day of the concert, they will
meet at 12:00 noon for final rehearsal prior to the

concert at 2:00pm.
Upcoming Concerts

We have a full schedule of Holiday concerts coming
up in December. Band Christmas Concert is Fri-
day, December 4 at 7 :
Jazz Band and Concert Choir will be Friday and
Saturday, December 11 & 12 at 7:30pm. The Pot-
pourri Concert will be Sunday, December 13" at
2:00pm. This concert consists of instrumental and
vocal ensembles and the

(cHiBG L baagd © see what

We will march in the annual Christmas Parade Sat-
urday, December 5 in downtown Huntsville. The
parade will start at no
change too much from the past several years, the
parade will start at the same parking as the Veter-
ans Parade and end at Huntsville Middle School on
Adams St. More details as they become available.

Band Auditions for 2 " Semester

Auditions for band/chair placement for 2" semester
will be during the week of December 7-11. The
audition material has been handed out. Students
are required to play ALL 12 MAJOR SCALES with
arpeggios 2 octaves within 2.5 minutes. They will
also have 2 musical excerpts they will prepare and
perform along with some sight-reading. These
auditions not only serve as their band/chair place-
ment but also as a major part of their 1% semester
final exam grade. Please ask your sons and
daughters if they have been practicing for their up-
coming audition!]! They
auditions the night before like an academic exam.
Much preparation beforehand must occur.

Again, THANK YOU for your support and coopera-
tion in everything discussed above!! Please help us
to give your child the best experience possible in
band!! See you at all the performances!

condi

30pm.

CAN

Shutterbugs, please plan on sharing some of your captured moments so all of
us can relive those memories during the band banquet at the end of the year. |
already have a catalog compiled and am ready to populate it with your images.
Please contact me about ways you can get your photos to me,

Thank you. Kate Jobczynski, Band Historian
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Pillows for Patriots

Hopefully by now you know that for Christmas we are trying to send
boxes full of our comfy, soft neck roll pillows to our military men and
women serving overseas in very inhospitable environments. The band
will make NO money on this, but we WILL be doing a GREAT service to
our friends and neighbors in the military, and we will get rid of the pil-
lows! All we need to do is cover our costs. A large box of 40 pillows will
cost $260 to ship overseas. That includes our cost on the pillows, boxes
and shipping. Thatodéds where you cc

Everyone | oves this idea. But i
fSomeone shoul déo

vpl@grissomband.org
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