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keep our band running 
so well. I look forward to 
seeing you again at the 
next meeting on January 
25 at 7PM.  

Chip Ledbetter 
GBPA President 09-10 
presi-
dent@grissomband.org 
chipled@comcast.net 
881-6388 home 

684-4866 cell 

Happy New Year!  

I hope each of you had a 
nice break and are now 
settling into a good rou-
tine. Our students are 
already reading new 
pieces in preparation for 
the spring concert sea-
son and the ABDA Festi-
val, plus the trip to Chi-
cago and the Dixie Clas-
sic Festival. Look else-
where in this newsletter 
for more information, 
plus Mr. Connell and Mr. 
Vernon will tell us more 
about the spring activi-
ties at the upcoming 
Band Parents meeting. 

Symphonic camp will be 
held the first weekend of 
February. The camp is 
an excellent opportunity 
for our students to learn 
their music quickly, not 
to mention the opportu-
nity to learn from some 
highly talented clini-
cians. The students will 
have a catered meal on 
that Thursday night, and 
we will all provide a pot-
luck dinner on that Fri-
day night ï each section 
is assigned a type of 
dish to bring, so be 

watching for a notice. 
Our hospitality commit-
tee will be asking for ad-
ditional help that week-
end ï please respond if 
you can.  

Our fruit sales fundraiser 
is continuing! We had 
very successful sales in 
November and Decem-
ber, thanks to the many 
of you who contributed 
your time and effort. 
Please consider helping 
if you have not already. 
Not only does your stu-
dent get credit toward 
his/her account for time 
spent working at the 
sale site, you are help-
ing to fund the band.  

As always, thank you for 
your time and effort to 
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  2010 Grissom Band Parents 
Association, Inc. 

Important Dates:  

¶ Band Parents Meet-

ing: January 25, 

7pm, Grissom Audi-

torium 

¶ All State Honor 

Band Auditions:  

January 29ñ30 

¶ Symphonic Concert 

Band Camp:  Febru-

ary 4ñ6 

¶ No School: February 

12 and February 15 

¶ Band Parents Meet-

ing: February 22, 

7:00 pm, Grissom 

Auditorium 

¶ Winter Concert/Pre 

ABDA Performance: 

February 26, 7:30 

pm, Huntsville High 

¶ ABDA Concert Band 

Festival, March 9ñ

11, Tuscaloosa 

¶ Spring Break: 

March 15ñ19 

¶ Band Parents Meet-

ing: March 22, 7:00 

pm, Grissom Audito-

rium 

Directors: 
Bill Connell 
Theo Vernon 

The deadline for submit-
ting baby photos of your 
senior for the yearbook 
and senior ads has 
come and gone. Before 
you put away those 
early photos of your 
senior, please send one 
or two to me to use in 
the senior presentation 
for the Band Banquet in 
the spring (deadline is 
January 31, 2010). If 
you need your "before" 
photos scanned, I will 
gladly do it for you. 
Please contact  
me,  histo-
rian@grissomband.org. 

Thank you,   
Kate Jobczynski 

Urgent Need 
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We hope you had a wonderful holiday season!!  It cer-
tainly went by quickly!  I think we all had a tough time get-
ting back into the swing of things, but we finally got going.   
Several of your children got new instruments for Christ-
mas which will really make everyone happy.  Those of 
you waiting still have time to invest in the future of your 
child.  It actually is a great time to buy a new instrument.  
If you need help, please let us know.  

2010 All -State Jazz Band  

Grissom placed two students in the Alabama All-State 
Jazz Band this year, Christian Clark and Sam Altonji.  
They will travel to Tuscaloosa for rehearsals and a final 
concert on Saturday, January 23rd at 10:30am in the 
Moody Concert Hall.  These students were chosen to be 
a part of the 19 piece jazz band.  There were over 60 ap-
plicants. Congratulations guys!! 

Symphonic/Concert Band Camp  

Our annual winter camp is approaching quickly.  The 
dates are February 4-6.  The full schedule is in this news-
letter.  Please be aware that this is a required activity 
for all band students and counts as part of the nine -
weeks grade.   Attendance will be taken at all events.    
We get a great deal of work done during this three-day 
period, putting us weeks ahead of where we would nor-
mally be.  We have our first performance in front of 
judges in late February, so this camp time is invaluable to 
us.  

The clinicians are all wonderful people who will do a tre-
mendous job with our children.  Anthony Maiello, Director 
of Instrumental Studies at George Mason University will 
be conducting Sym. I.  Dr. Maiello is making his third trip 
to be with us during camp.  Laura Burchert, Associate Di-
rector of Bands at Lassiter High School will be conducting 
Sym. II and Ryan Sutton, a Grissom graduate, will be 
conducting Concert Band.  We also have 10 professional 
musicians coming to work with each instrument group in 
master classes.   

There is also an event for you the parents of band stu-
dents.  There will be a parentsô session with the guest 
conductors Saturday morning from 9:00- 10:00 AM.  This 
is a question and answer time for you to ask these profes-
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sionals any question about college and your child.  Whether they are planning to be music majors or not, 
there are many outlets to play their instrument is the university/college setting that will be discussed.  Schol-
arships, admission requirements etc. will also be discussed.  This is a great opportunity to ask the questions 
you have but didnôt know who to ask. 

If you are interested in helping with hospitality for this event, please contact Rachel Albritton at the January 
Band Parentôs Association meeting.  

All - State/Region Honor Band Auditions  

Those students who signed up for All-State and/or Region Honor Band will audition Friday, January 29 at 
Brewer High School.  Sign up for time slots will be from 4-5 pm with auditions beginning immediately after-
ward.  Maps to Brewer High School will be provided.  If your son/daughter signed up to audition, they are ex-
pected to do so.  For those that make it, Region Honor Band will be February 19-20 at Bob Jones High 
School.  All-State Band is April 15-17 at Auburn University.  

MPA (Music Performance Assessment)  better known as District/State Contest will be held at Huntsville 
High School this year.  All three of the Grissom Concert Bands will perform at this event on Friday, February 
26th.  Times TBA but should be between 1-6pm.  We had a concert scheduled for that evening, but we will 
perform at the Districtôs MPA instead of a concert.  More info later. 

Registration for 2010 -2011 School Year  

Before we know it, your children will be registering for next school year.  Naturally, we want every one of your 
children to remain in the band.  Band provides stability and an outlet for expression that they will not have in 
any other class.  Please be very careful not to let your child overload themselves with too many upper level 
classes.  We have students each year that take too many upper level classes and not only donôt make the 
grades they should be making, but are miserable the entire year as are their parents.  This is a word of cau-
tion from the directors that see it happen every year.  

Our program continues to send our neck roll pil-
lows to soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan, thanks 
mostly to individual and group donations by band 
parents like you! The most recent box has gone to 
Cpl. Matthew Kruspe, brother of our percussion 
instructor, Andy Kruspe, who is stationed in Iraq. 
The percussion section joined together to collect 
donations to sponsor this box. They also sent a 

percussion section t-shirt and a signed poster with pic-
tures of ñMr. Kò and the percussion kids at work! 

Itôs not too late for you to participate, especially as 
troops prepare to leave for Afghanistan. Join with 
friends, officemates, other parents in your childôs band 
section. Raise $260 and weôll get a box on its way! 
Email Kathy Francica at vp1@grissomband.org for de-
tails! 

These are  pictures of SGT Xaime Hernandez and 
friends enjoying a little bit of home, courtesy of the Richardson Family and the Grissom Band!! 

Pillows For Patriots 
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PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND ALL FUNCTIONS DUR-
ING THIS CAMP.   ATTENDANCE WILL BE TAKEN AT EVERY EVENT.   

 
THURSDAY (Bring wire music stands to school for rehearsals)  

3:30pm- Orientation in the auditorium for Sym I and II. 
3:45-5:30 Rehearsal. Sym I on stage Sym II in band room.  
5:30-6:15 Dinner (catered-TBA) Concert Band report for dinner. 
6:30-8:30 Rehearsals. Sym I on stage, Sym II in band room, Concert Band in senior lunch room 
 

FRIDAY 

8:00-10:00am (1st & 2nd Period) ï Sym I on stage Sym II in band room. Concert band go to classes. 
10:15-1:15 (3rd, 4th & 5th Period) ï Sym I on stage, Concert Band in band room, Sym II go to classes.  All stu-
dents will eat lunch at school. Band rehearsing will eat 2nd lunch (11:30). 
11:30-12:00- Approximate lunch time for clincians 
1:30-3:15 (6th & 7th Period) ï Sym I on stage Sym II in band room. Concert Band go to classes. 
3:15-3:30- Snack break. 
3:30- All 3 bands meet in auditorium.  Introduce Master Class clinicians and move to your respective room. 
Take music stands and chairs as needed. 
3:45-5:15 Master Classes part 1 
5:30-6:15 Potluck dinner in commons.  Information as to what food each family will be responsible for will be 
announced. 
6:30pm FACULTY/STUDENT RECITAL (required attendance) 
 

SATURDAY 

8:30-10:00am  Master Classes part 2 (Bring all stands and chairs back to rehearsal areas) 
Sym. I- 8:20-9:00- Warm up and work on band music with clinicians.  Stay and help Sym. II       

with their music until 9:30. 
Sym. II- 8:50-9:30- Warm up and work on band music with clinicians.  Stay and help  

Concert Band with their music until 10:00.   
Concert- 9:20-10:00- Warm up and work on band music with clinicians. 
9:00-10:00am  - Parentôs session with guest conductors. This is a very informative meeting about college/
university band programs and scholarship opportunities.  Please plan to attend. 
10:15-11:30 ï Rehearsal. Sym II on stage; Sym I in band room. Concert Band in choral room 
11:30-12:30 - Lunch Break/Change clothes for concert.  Dress clothes.  No jeans etc.   
12:30 ï Warm-up for concert. Concert Band on stage, Sym II in band room Sym I in choral room 
 Sym I & Sym II will proceed to auditorium to hear Concert band. 
 Assigned seating areas will be marked for each band to sit while you are not on stage. 
1:00 ï Final Concert!  
 
All activities should be finished by 3:00PM. All students will help move equipment back to band room. Just 
like after a regular concert. 

Grissom Symphonic and Concert Band Camp 
Schedule 

February 4ð6  

The minutes from the November Band Parents meeting are posted on the website. 
www.grissomband.org 
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