GRISSOM HIGH SCHOOL

February,
2010

Directors:
Bill Connell
Theo Vernon

Important Dates:

 Band Parents Meet-
ing: February 22,
7:00 pm

 Winter Concert/Pre
ABDA Performance:
February 26, Con-
cert Band 3:30, Sym
114:30, Sym 1 5:30

 ABDA Concert Band
Festival, March 10
Tuscaloosa

1 Spring Break:
March 15f19

 Band Parents Meet-
ing: March 22, 7:00
pm

 Band Parents Meet-
ing: April 27, 7:00
pm

1 Chicago Trip: April
28iMay 2

1 Spring Concert: May
7, 7:30 pm, Grissom
Auditorium

9 Jazz Band Spring
Concert: May 14,
7:30 pm, Grissom
Auditorium

1 Band Banquet: May
15, VBCC

1 Graduation: May 27
or 28

Grissom Band Parents
Associlation, Inc.

Pr esi

Hi Everyone,

We are well into the sec-
ond semester, and our
students are beginning
to master their spring
competition music.
Symphonic camp was a
success! Our students
made great progress on
their selections and they
had the opportunity to
learn from many highly
experienced clinicians.
Be sure to give many
thanks to Rachel Albrit-
ton for coordinating all of
the hospitality, including
the ever-popular pot luck
dinner!

Ouir fruit sales fund-
raiser is still continuing!
We have had out-
standing sales this year
T quite possibly the best
ever. Please consider
helping if you have not
already. Not only does
your student get credit
toward his/her account
for time spent working at
the sale site, you are
helping to fund the band.
The next opportunity is
coming up February 19-
201 watch for a sepa-
rate ad in this newslet-

dent 0s

ter.

Our students will be par-
ticipating in the MPA
(used to be State Con-
test) later this month at
Huntsville High School.
The bands are also re-
turning to the ABDA fes-
tival this year on March
10 in Tuscaloosa. Look
elsewhere in this news-
letter for more informa-
tion, and more informa-
tion is available on the
web at

N
hope to see you there.

As always, thank you for
your time and effort to
keep our band running
so well. | look forward to
seeing you again at the

Message

next meeting on Febru-
ary 22 at 7PM.

Chip Ledbetter
GBPA President 09-10

881-6388 home
684-4866 cell

GBPA Needs
Your Help

Several Board and
Committee Chair posi-
tions will be open at the
end of this year. A will-
ing spirit and the desire
to help are the most im-
portant qualifications.
Outgoing chairpersons
will teach you what you'll
need to know. Please
come to the Band Par-
ents Meeting, plus
watch for future emails
on available positions...
and say, "YES!"



mailto:president@grissomband.org
mailto:president@grissomband.org
mailto:chipled@comcast.net
http://www.abdasite.com
http://www.abdasite.com

Executive Board: 2002010
President: Chip Ledbetter
president@grissomband.org

1st. Vice President:Kathy Francica
vpl@grissomband.org
2nd. Vice President: Roy Malone
vp2@grissomband.org
TreasurersKatrena Faddis & Alice Searcy
treasurers@grissomband.org
Secretary: Christy Kindred
secretary@grissomband.org
Committee Chairs
Band BanquetMary Fountain, Sharon Hamiltor
Christy Kindred, Kandi Mair
banquet@grissomband.org
ChaperonesKandi Mair & Kathi Hathcock
chaperones@grissomband.org
Color Guard: Kathy Smith
colorguard@grissomband.org
Concerts: Leigh Smith
concerts@grissomband.org
Fruit Sales:Jeff & Jan Brewer
fruitsales@grissomband.org
Historian: KateJbczynski
historian@grissomband.org
Hospitality: Rachel Albritton
hospitality@grissomband.org
Newsletter: Kim Broyles
newsletter@grissomband.org
Publicity: Teri Mitchell
publicity@grissomband.org
Scrip: Monica Paceley
scrip@grissomband.org
Spirit: Cherry Hovik
spirit@grissomband.org

Stadium Setup:Keith Thompson

setup@grissomband.org

Transportation: Diana Akridge

transportation@grissomband.org

Trucks: Howard Wingo
trucks@grissomband.org
Uniforms: Lisa Steves
uniforms@grissomband.org
Vipers/VBC Coordinators:Mary Fountain &
Sharon Hamilton
vbc@grissomband.org
Ways & Means:Elaine & Scott Sampson
waysmeans@grissomband.org
Webmaster:Melanie Baeske
webmaster@grissomband.org

Notes from
the
Directors

All -State Band

Congratulations to the following students who made All-
State Band: Charles Page, Eric Clark, Meaghan Hath-
cock, Kelsey Dalton, Allison Bouslog, Ashley Brewer,
David Sampson, Wade Allen, Olivia Funkhouser, Chris
Willuhn, Tyler Dickerhoff, Tyler Daugherty, Gray Blass,
James Smith, Katie McNichol, Elizabeth Smith, Chris
Boling and Christian Clark. These students will be travel-
ing to Auburn University in April to attend the All-State
Band clinic. The cost of this trip will be posted as soon as
we get back in school from the BLIZZARD!! Kudos also to
Jeremy Connor, Griffin McDaniel and Chris McNichol for
making alternate.

District Honor Band

Congratulations also to our students who will perform in
the District Honor Band at Bob Jones High School Febru-
ary 19-20. The final concert is Saturday the 20th at 7:00
PM. Those students include Charles Page, Eric Clark,
Meaghan Hathcock, Allison Bouslog, Wade Allen, Olivia
Funkhouser, Tyler Daugherty, Gray Blass, James Smith,
Elizabeth Smith, Griffin McDaniel, Chris McNichol, Chris
Boling and Christian Clark.

We are all so very proud of your children and our stu-
dents who participate in these worthy activities. They will
make new friends in the music world that many will keep
in touch with the remainder of their lives.

Symphonic/Concert Band Camp

Thanks to all for your support of our camp the first week-
end of February. Despite having two of the three clin-
cians filling in for people we had originally hired, it was
quite a success. Dr. David Ragsdale, Director of Bands
at UAHuntsville literally had 24 hours to prepare for this
event. Laura Borchert had about two weeks to make ar-
rangements to be with us instead of in Georgia where she
teaches at Lassiter High School. Ryan Sutton did a won-
derful job working his first clinic experience. This GHS
grad will be very successful in his music career. Also out-
standing were our master class teachers who were won-
derful in their sessions and the faculty/student recital Fri-
day evening.

| would be remiss if | didn't thank Rachel Albritton and her
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many helpers for the tremendous refreshments and food that we had during the camp. Everything came off
like clockwork and we owe that to the hours of hard work that our band parents association put in to make
this event a success. Without you, this activity would not happen.

Hopefully you understand how very important these two-and-a-half days are for our band program. To put it
in perspective, take our summer marching band camp, multiply by about one hundred and that gives you an
idea of how much our young people learn and are exposed to in the music world. Itis MOST IMPORTANT
that students be available to attend ALL the sessions of this event. Having just one person absent from a
rehearsal puts a hardship on our guest clinician and the other students in that ensemble. We had more than
one person miss due to a previous activity that was scheduled after camp dates were posted. This certainly
doesn't make for the optimum experience for the band as a whole. In the future we will have major dates
posted in every newsletter for reference. These dates will include our public concerts, Sym Camp, marching
competitions, and concert competitions.

Music Performance Assessment (MPA)

The GHS Bands will be participating this year in the Alabama Bandmasters Association state concert festival
after a year's hiatus. The association has made some badly needed revisions, thus we are in a position to
once again support our state association.

This year's event will be held at two different sites, one in February, one in March. The GHS Bands will be
performing at Huntsville High School during the FEBRUARY dates, specifically Friday, February 26. Con-
cert Band performs at 3:30, Sym. Il at 4:30 and Sym. | at 5:30.

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING!! 1T APPLIES TO ALL GHS BAND STUDENTS: Concert and Sym. Il
will ride school buses to Huntsville High from Grissom to perform, leaving approximately 1:30. Par-
ents of Concert and Sym Il students will need to pick their children up a t Huntsville High School after
their performances, which will take  approximately one hour each.  In other words Concert Band

should be finished by approximately  4:30 and Sym. Il by 5:30 IF THE EVENT IS RUNNING ON

TIME. Students will NOT have access to the band room or their lockers at Grissom after the event, so
they must take everything with them when they leave on the bus.

SYMPHONIC | Students will be responsible for their own transportation to and from Huntsville High
School for this event.  They are to report to the cafeteria at Huntsville High School by 4:30 in uniform
with their instruments and anything else they need for performance.

There will be an equipment truck to carry percussion, tubas and music to Huntsville High
School. Everyone else will be responsible for getting their instrument on the bus (Concert and Sym.
II) or with them (Sym. 1) when they report to Huntsville High.

There was a detailed email concerning this sent out to the BPA in the past two weeks. We will send
this email out again on or around Feb. 22 to make sure everyone knows their responsibilities.

Bands will be performing all day February 25 and 26 at Huntsville High. Bands will be performing at Decatur
High School on March 25- 26 also as part of this state wide event. These are open to the public with no ad-
mission charged.

Alabama Band Directors Association (ABDA) Concert Festival

The second annual ABDA Concert Festival will be held at the University of Alabama Moody Music Building in
Tuscaloosa, Tuesday and Wednesday, March 9-10. Grissom will be performing Wednesday the 10th. Those
performance times are available on Charms calendar. Much more info on this event will be made available
as we get closer to the date. Adjudicators/clincians for this event hail from Texas, South Carolina, Missis-
sippi, Tennessee and Alabama. We have twenty-six bands from throughout Alabama participating in this
year's event. All performances are open to the public with no admission.

Spring and Summer Dates

Dates for our summer camps are rapidly being completed and will be posted on Charms calendar very
soon. Please refer to our calendar often to avoid conflicts. We work very hard to keep our calendar up to
date and keep you informed of the responsibilities of your child and the band. Thanks for your continued
support!!
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The next public concerts for Symphonic and Jazz Bands will be
held in May. The Concert Committee would like to take this time to
remind our audience members of proper concert etiquette. Our
band members and directors work very hard to bring us an out-
standing concert every time they are onstage, and deserve our re-
spect and attention. Whenever you are attending a band event,
please keep these things in mind:

1. Please TURN OFF CELL PHONES. If you must have it on for emergency purposes, then place in silent
mode. Avoid texting also. The light from the phone is distracting to those sitting near by.

2. Please DO NOT ENTER OR EXIT the auditorium during a performance, wait for applause. Each piece
lasts only a few minutes, so please be courteous and wait until a piece is over before leaving the auditorium.

3. PERFORMANCES ARE RECORDED. Pl ease keep in mind when at
they are recorded on CD and DVD for sale. Please refrain from TALKING during the performance. Cough-
ing will also be picked up by the recording, so if you have a persistent cough you may want to slip a few
cough drops in your pocket before the performance.

Concerts will begin at 7:30 when held on a Friday or Saturday, and 7:00 if held on Monday through Thurs-
day. Auditorium doors will open one half hour before the performance begins.

Thank you for observing these simple courtesies. It will make the concert experience better for all those at-
tending.

It enc

Walk Like MADD Earn Band Fee Credits

Bridge Street Town Center

Saturday, March 27, 2010 Still looking for ways to help with band dues or the
' IKlik ! Chicago Trip? We can use you at the VBC. We
www.walklikeMADD have several parents and some students that work.

A group of Grissom band students are hosting a char- ~ As @ bonus we get to see some of the shows. Let
ity walk, Walk Like MADD, for Mothers Against Drunk M€ know if you want to work and
o _ | will email you the schedule.
Driving at Bridge Street Town Centre on Saturday,
March 27, 2010. Please join us for a fun morning at
Bridge Street and help support the band students and
this great cause. Registration is at 10 a.m. and the
walk begins at 11 a.m. Register to participate in the
walk or support a walker. We need volunteers to help

Mary Fountain
VBC Coordinator

the day of the walk. Please contact Leigh Smith at

leigh m smith@comcast.net or Paula Williams at Band BaanEZ‘

paula w@rocketmail.com.
www.walklikeMADD select View All Events then se-

The Banquet planning is underway, but we
still need HELP. If you would like to meet some

lect Huntsville, Al. new people and help with decorations, setup,
cleanup, senior pictures, and more, please contact
The minutes from the January Band Par- =(; . We will
ents meeting are posted on the website. meet after the Band Parents

Meeting Feb. 22 to talk about
decorations.
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