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dates for 2010-2011 board 
officers will be presented 
by our nominating commit-

tee. 

Chip Ledbetter 
GBPA President 09-10 
presi-
dent@grissomband.org 
chipled@comcast.net 
881-6388 home 

684-4866 cell 

Hi Everyone, 

I hope you were able to 
hear our bands at the 
ABDA Concert Festival.  I 
understand that they were 
outstanding!  Congratula-
tions to Mr. Connell, Mr. 
Vernon, and all of our stu-
dents!  I look forward to 
hearing all of our groups, 
including our jazz bands, at 
their spring concerts.  Hope 

to see you there. 

Our fruit sales fund-raiser is 
still continuing.  We have 
one last sale in March.  
Please consider helping if 
you have not already.  Not 
only does your student get 
credit toward his/her ac-
count for time spent work-

ing at the sale site, you are 

helping to fund the band. 

As we proceed toward the 
end of this year, we ap-
proach our end-of-year 
band banquet, where we 
celebrate our students, es-
pecially our seniors.  
Please consider volunteer-
ing your time and talents ï 
the banquet committee is 
hard at work and can al-

ways use help. 

As always, thank you for 
your time and effort to keep 
our band running so well.  I 
look forward to seeing you 
again at the next meeting 
on March 29.  Please be 
sure to attend ï our candi-

Presidentõs Message 

G R I S S O M  H I G H  S C H O O L 

March,  

  2010 Grissom Band Parents 
Association, Inc. 

Important Dates:  

¶ Band Parents Meet-

ing: March 29, 7:00 

pm  

¶ Band Parents Meet-

ing: April 26, 7:00 

pm 

¶ Chicago Trip: April 

28ñMay 2 

¶ Spring Concert: May 

7, 7:30 pm, Grissom 

Auditorium 

¶ Jazz Band Spring 

Concert: May 14, 

7:30 pm, Grissom 

Auditorium 

¶ Band Banquet: May 

15, VBCC 

¶ Graduation: May 27 

or 28 

Directors: 
Bill Connell 
Theo Vernon 

The minutes 
from the Feb-
ruary Band 

Parents meet-
ing are posted 
on the web-

site. 
www.grissomb

and.org 

We have two very impor-
tant Band Parents Associa-
tion meetings coming up.  
In March you will be pre-
sented a slate of officers 
for the band board.  Those 
of you who have volun-
teered to serve on the 
board are very much ap-

preciated.  For you who are 
not involved with the band 
parents association, we 
urge you to become more 
active with us.  It is a great 
bunch of people who are 
very dedicated to the op-
eration of the band.   There 
are many jobs still avail-

able with varying degrees 
of time involved.  The vast 
majority are NOT too time 
and labor intensive.  Even 
committee chairs do not 
take lots of time.  PLEASE 
VOLUNTEER your time 
and your talent.  You will 

not regret it.   

GBPA  Needs Your Help 

mailto:president@grissomband.org
mailto:president@grissomband.org
mailto:chipled@comcast.net


Latest Performances 

Congratulations to all three bands for receiving Superior Ratings 
at the Alabama Band Directors Association Concert Festival in 
Tuscaloosa March 10th.  The comments from the judges were 
very complimentary.  The clinicians with the bands praised the 
bands for not only their performances but the literature they were 
playing.   The bands also performed at the Alabama Bandmas-
ters Association Music Performance Assessment at Huntsville 
High School on February 26th.  Concert Band received a rating 
of Excellent and Sym I and II received a Superior Rating with 
Distinction. ñWith Distinctionò means every judge awarded the 
band the top rating in every category on the judgesô sheets. 
They were two of only three bands to receive such an honor. 

Mtn. Gap Symphonic Band 1 was the other recipient. 

Spring Trip-IMPORTANT- PLEASE READ!! 

Our trip to Chicago is not that far away!!  Final preparations are 
underway with our musical program.  It will be a great trip for all 
those participating, but there will be lots of responsibilities for the 
students.  Most of those they deal with everyday at school. That 
means that while students are away on a school sponsored trip, 
the same rules of conduct and behavior apply as if they were in 
class. We use trips to teach our students many life lessons that 
cannot be taught in a traditional classroom setting.   They learn 
how to manage their money, take care of their personal respon-
sibilities and generally be a young adult with a few restrictions.  
In order to do this, these few rules are very clearly spelled out to 
the students before we leave.  On the trip these rules are not 
negotiable.  Students who violate them lose either all their free 
time (anything not having to do with the actual performance) or 
are sent home with a chaperone.  For offenses that warrant be-
ing sent home, expulsion papers are filed for the student in-
volved.  All students will receive a written set of rules which 
we will discuss at length in class.  Please reinforce follow-
ing these rules with your child(ren).  As directors, we enjoy 
traveling with students and have done so throughout the U.S. 
(including Hawaii) and Western Europe.   We have never hesi-
tated to take students on trips because they have been properly 
instructed on how to behave and what their responsibilities are. 
Likewise, we have not hesitated in disciplining children who did 

not follow the rules. 

Notes from  

the 

Directors  

Executive Board: 2009 - 2010 
President:  Chip Ledbetter 
president@grissomband.org 

1st. Vice President:   Kathy Francica 
vp1@grissomband.org 

2nd. Vice President:   Roy Malone 
vp2@grissomband.org 

Treasurers: Katrena Faddis & Alice Searcy 
treasurers@grissomband.org 
Secretary:   Christy Kindred 
secretary@grissomband.org 

Committee Chairs 
Band Banquet: Mary Fountain, Sharon Hamilton, 

Christy Kindred, Kandi Mair 
banquet@grissomband.org 

Chaperones:  Kandi Mair & Kathi Hathcock 
chaperones@grissomband.org 
Color Guard:  Kathy Smith 

colorguard@grissomband.org 
Concerts:  Leigh Smith 

concerts@grissomband.org 
Fruit Sales:  Jeff & Jan Brewer 

fruitsales@grissomband.org 
Historian:  Kate Jobczynski  
historian@grissomband.org 

Hospitality:  Rachel Albritton 
hospitality@grissomband.org 

Newsletter:  Kim Broyles  
newsletter@grissomband.org 

Publicity:  Teri Mitchell 
publicity@grissomband.org 

Scrip:  Monica Paceley 
scrip@grissomband.org 
Spirit:  Cherry Hovik 

spirit@grissomband.org 
Stadium Setup:  Keith Thompson 

setup@grissomband.org 
Transportation:  Diana Akridge 
transportation@grissomband.org 

Trucks:  Howard Wingo 
trucks@grissomband.org 
Uniforms:  Lisa Steves 

uniforms@grissomband.org 
Vipers/VBC Coordinators:  Mary Fountain & 

Sharon Hamilton 
vbc@grissomband.org 

Ways & Means:  Elaine & Scott Sampson 
waysmeans@grissomband.org 
Webmaster:  Melanie Baeske 
webmaster@grissomband.org 
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Marching Band Next Fall  

Students will be bringing home a form in the next few weeks concerning marching band next fall.  As in the past, we give 
ALL students who have at least one year of marching band the option to play in concert and marching band or concert 
band only.  In other words, they do not participate in marching band.   Some students are not interested in marching band 
and prefer to play just in the concert bands.  Most of our band students DO participate in both marching and concert band.  
We strongly encourage all our students to participate in marching band.  It is very rewarding and does not take as much 
time as you would think.  Refer to last fallôs calendar on Charms Music to see the full marching band schedule.  Remem-
ber, the competitive marching band season for Contest Band lasts only thru August and September.  We just perform at 

the varsity football games after fall break. 

CD of Band Performances 

We will compile the concert recordings of the Symphonic and Concert Bands on a set of CDs for those who are interested.  

More details in the next newsletter. 

Band Banquet 

Please make plans to attend the annual band banquet Saturday, May 15 at the Von Braun Center.  You will be receiving 
reservation cards soon concerning the meal.  It is a great night of fun, reflection and camaraderie.  There will be videos, 
slide shows, speeches by some of the seniors and awards for first year GHS Band students and seniors.  It is an event 

you do not want to miss!! 

Summer Dates 

These dates are very important for us and the students to have a successful band experience.  Please mark these dates 

on your calendars.  These are required rehearsals that cannot be made up due to learning new material at each session. 

Color Guard Dates: 
Color Guard Clinic        May 10-13; 3:30-5:30pm 
Color Guard Auditions        May 17; 3:30-5:30pm 
Color Guard Camp 1 All color guard members    May 31-June 4; 8am-3pm 
Rookie Camp (leadership and incoming 9th graders)   June 1-4; 8am-12pm  
Color Guard Camp 2 All color guard members    June 28-July 2; 8am-3pm 

Front Line Camp Front Line color guard only   July 12-16; TBA   

Percussion Dates:         
Hand out audition material to schools     April 
Audition Prep Clinic @ GHS Band Room     May 10; 6-8pm 
Auditions @ GHS Band Room      May 17; 6-8pm 
Competition Snare Focus Session     June 1; 2-6pm 
Competition Tenor Focus Session     June 2; 2-6pm 
Competition Bass Focus Session     June 3; 2-6pm 
Pit and Football Band Drum Lne Sectional    June 4; 2-6pm 
GHS Drum Camp         July 19-23 
 Competition       9-Noon and 2-6pm 

 All        7:30-9pm 

Pre-Camp   ALL MARCHING BAND MEMBERS July 28-30; 8am-12pm 
Band Camp   ALL MARCHING BAND MEMBERS August 2-6; 9-12, *1:30-4, *6-9 
End of Camp cookout  All Band Member families  August 6; 6pm 

*Competition Band Only 



 

This is just a reminder that the final band fee payment for this school year is now due.  Please check Charms 
for your current balance.  All fees have to be up-to-date in order to attend the band ban-
quet.   Trip payments should go directly to Thomas Tours. 

Please include your studentôs name on all checks. Thanks! 

Alice Searcy and Katrena Faddis 
treasurers@grissomband.org 
GBPA, PO box 4335, Huntsville, AL 35815 
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SCRIP NEWS 

Is your band student going to Chicago?  
Are you planning to give your student money for the trip to Chicago?  
Were you planning to give them cash?  How about giving him/her Visa 
scrip cards instead?  Visa scrip cards come in $25 and $100 denomina-
tions.  Visa gift cards purchased through retailers require that you pay 
an activation fee.  However, Visa cards bought through the scrip pro-
gram do not have an activation fee.  Purchase the Visa scrip cards for 
your student to use as their spending money on the trip, and you will 

also be putting money into their band account for future band expenses.  The return on the Visa gift 
cards is 2% which doesnôt seem like much, but ask anyone who buys scrip on a regular basis, and 
they will tell you that every little bit helps.  And the more scrip you buy, the faster it all adds up. 
scrip@grissomband.org 

Contact Monica Paceley at scrip@grissomband.org for more information or to order your scrip to-
day. 

NOTES FROM THE TREASURERS 

The Band Banquet is on Saturday, May 15 at 

6:30pm at the VBC North Hall.  We are working on 

the decorations for the evening and  still  need your 

help.  Join us after the Band Parents meeting as we 

continue to work on the decorations.  ban-

quet@grissomband.org 

Band Banquet Coming Soon  

mailto:scrip@grissomband.org
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