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after school is out, so ñnext 
yearò is only a few weeks 

away.) 

Respectfully, 

Chip Ledbetter 
GBPA President 09-10 
president@grissomband.org 
chipled@comcast.net 
881-6388 home 
684-4866 cell 

Hi Everyone, 

It has been one year now 
since April 17, 2009.  We lost 
two young lives ï Leigh Anna 
and Tad ï both of whom had 
influenced so many of our 
kids and all of us.  The board 
decided in our last meeting to 
contribute $100 each from the 
GBPA to the Weatherly 
Heights Baptist Church Me-
morial Garden and the Boy 
Scouts of America in honor of 
Leigh Anna and Tad, respec-
tively.  Please keep their fami-
lies in your prayers during this 

difficult anniversary. 

We are closing in on the end 
of this year, and still have a 
little more to go ï the Chicago 
Trip is April 28 ï May 2, the 
Spring Concert is May 7, the 

Jazz Band Concert is May 14, 
and the Band Banquet is May 
15.  Be sure to put these 

dates on your calendar. 

Admission to the banquet is 
paid by the GBPA for all band 
students, provided they have 
zero fee balances.  If you 
should have an outstanding 
balance, please take care of it 
by May 1 so that your student 
can attend.  Contact Alice or 
Katrena 
(treasurers@grissomband.org

) to settle your fees. 

Please be sure to attend the 
last GBPA meeting of the year 
on April 26 at 7PM.  We will 
elect new officers and wrap 
up a few items for this year in 
preparation for next year.  
(Rookie Camp begins right 

Presidentõs Message 

G R I S S O M  H I G H  S C H O O L 

April,  2010  Grissom Band Parents 
Association, Inc. 

Important Dates:  

¶ Band Parents Meet-

ing: April 26, 7:00 

pm 

¶ Chicago Trip: April 

28ñMay 2 

¶ Spring Concert: May 

7, 7:30 pm, Grissom 

Auditorium 

¶ Jazz Band Spring 

Concert: May 14, 

7:30 pm, Grissom 

Auditorium 

¶ Band Banquet: May 

15, VBCC 

¶ Graduation: May 27  

Directors: 
Bill Connell 
Theo Vernon 

Attention Senior Par-
ents!!!  We need pic-
tures of your senior for 
the memory wall at the 
banquet.  One picture of 
them as a younger child 
or baby and a senior 
portrait.  Please make 
copies of your originals 
and use those pictures 

for the memory 
wall.  We don't want 
something to happen to 
the originals so please 
do not send them.  The 
pictures should be no 
larger than 8x10 and no 
more than two pictures 
per senior.  Put the pic-
tures in plastic frames, 

mounted on a matte, etc 
(anything that will not 
break) and place them 
in the box in the band 
room.  Remember to 
take your pictures home 
with you after the ban-
quet. 

CHICAGO  
PHOTOS 

Please consider 
sharing your 
photos of the 
band trip to Chi-
cago. I need the 
photos by May 7 
or 8 to include 
them in the photo 
presentation for 
the banquet the 
following week-
end, May 15. 

Thank you!  

Kate Jobczynski  
histo-
rian@grissomband
.org  

Last Call For Senior Photos 
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Our trip to Chicago is not that far away!!  Final preparations are 
underway with our musical program.  It will be a great trip for all 
those participating, but there will be lots of responsibilities for the 
students.  Most of those they deal with everyday at school. That 
means that while students are away on a school sponsored trip, 
the same rules of conduct and behavior apply as if they were in 
class. We use trips to teach our students many life lessons that 
cannot be taught in a traditional classroom setting. They learn 
how to manage their money, take care of their personal respon-
sibilities and generally be a young adult with a few restrictions.  
In order to do this, these few rules are very clearly spelled out to 
the students before we leave.  On the trip these rules are not 
negotiable.  Students who violate them loose either all their free 
time (anything not having to do with the actual performance) or 
are sent home with a chaperone.  For offenses that warrant be-
ing sent home, expulsion papers are filed for the student in-
volved.  All students will receive a written set of rules which 
we will discuss at length in class.  Please reinforce follow-
ing these rules with your child(ren).  As directors, we enjoy 
traveling with students and have done so throughout the U.S. 
(including Hawaii) and Western Europe.   We have never hesi-
tated to take students on trips because they have been properly 
instructed on how to behave and what their responsibilities are. 
Likewise, we have not hesitated in disciplining children who did 

not follow the rules. 

Spring Concert 
The annual spring concert will be Friday, May 7 at 7:30pm in the 
auditorium.  The bands will be presenting all new music which 
you have not heard before.  Please make plans to attend this 

wonderful evening of music. 

Auditions 
Music for the studentsô auditions has been distributed.  Auditions 
for fall 2010 will be the week of May 10-14 during their class pe-
riod.  This will determine which band and seat the students have 
in band next fall.  It also is the graded portion of their semester 
exam.  These auditions are very important.  Please encourage 
your son/daughter to prepare properly.  Waiting until the last 

minute is not preparing properly. 

Auditions for the rising 9th graders will be at their schools during 
their band period. These auditions will start approximately May 
10.  Specific dates for each middle school (Whitesburg, Chal-

Notes from  

the 

Directors  

Executive Board: 2009 - 2010 
President:  Chip Ledbetter 
president@grissomband.org 

1st. Vice President:   Kathy Francica 
vp1@grissomband.org 

2nd. Vice President:   Roy Malone 
vp2@grissomband.org 

Treasurers: Katrena Faddis & Alice Searcy 
treasurers@grissomband.org 
Secretary:   Christy Kindred 
secretary@grissomband.org 

Committee Chairs 
Band Banquet: Mary Fountain, Sharon Hamilton, 

Christy Kindred, Kandi Mair 
banquet@grissomband.org 

Chaperones:  Kandi Mair & Kathi Hathcock 
chaperones@grissomband.org 
Color Guard:  Kathy Smith 

colorguard@grissomband.org 
Concerts:  Leigh Smith 

concerts@grissomband.org 
Fruit Sales:  Jeff & Jan Brewer 

fruitsales@grissomband.org 
Historian:  Kate Jobczynski  
historian@grissomband.org 

Hospitality:  Rachel Albritton 
hospitality@grissomband.org 

Newsletter:  Kim Broyles  
newsletter@grissomband.org 

Publicity:  Teri Mitchell 
publicity@grissomband.org 

Scrip:  Monica Paceley 
scrip@grissomband.org 
Spirit:  Cherry Hovik 

spirit@grissomband.org 
Stadium Setup:  Keith Thompson 

setup@grissomband.org 
Transportation:  Diana Akridge 
transportation@grissomband.org 

Trucks:  Howard Wingo 
trucks@grissomband.org 
Uniforms:  Lisa Steves 

uniforms@grissomband.org 
Vipers/VBC Coordinators:  Mary Fountain & 

Sharon Hamilton 
vbc@grissomband.org 

Ways & Means:  Elaine & Scott Sampson 
waysmeans@grissomband.org 
Webmaster:  Melanie Baeske 
webmaster@grissomband.org 
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lenger and Mountain Gap) will be announced soon.  Any students who did not audition at their school may do so during 

Rookie camp- June 1-4.  See calendar on page four for more details. 

Jazz Bands/Ensemble Concert 
The annual Jazz Bands spring concert will be Friday, May 14 at 7:30pm in the auditorium.  Both ñAò and ñBò jazz bands 
will perform old and new jazz band literature.  The percussion ensembles, flute choirs and clarinet choirs will also perform.  

Donôt miss it!! 

Private Lessons 
The performance of each individual student is very important to the success of the GHS Band.  Private lessons are the 
single most important thing that you as parents can do to improve the quality of your son or daughterôs individual playing, 
thus improving the performance of the band.  Children who study privately and practice what their instructor tells them on 
a consistent basis make great strides in their playing.  This leads to much more enjoyment of playing, which leads to much 
more practicing, which leads to much more enjoymenté  A by-product of all this is a much better band!!  I realize it can be 
a financial burden, but you are investing in your most precious gift, your child.  If you need guidance in finding a private 

instructor please contact the band directors. 

Marching Band Next Fall  
Students will be bringing home a form in the next few weeks concerning marching band next fall.  As in the past, we give 
ALL students who have at least one year of marching band the option to play in concert and marching band or concert 
band only.  In other words, they do not participate in marching band.   Some students are not interested in marching band 
and prefer to play just in the concert bands.  Most of our band students DO participate in both marching and concert band.  
We strongly encourage all our students to participate in marching band.  It is very rewarding and does not take as much 
time as you would think.  Refer to last fallôs calendar on Charms Music (GHS Band website link) to see the full marching 
band schedule.  Remember, the competitive marching band season for Contest Band lasts only through August and Sep-

tember.  We just perform at the varsity football games after fall break. 

Band Banquet 
Please make plans to attend the annual band banquet Saturday, May 15 at the Von Braun Center.  You should have al-
ready received your reservation card concerning the meal.  It is a great night of fun, reflection and camaraderie.  There will 
be videos, slide shows, speeches by some of the seniors and awards for first year GHS Band students and seniors.  It is 

an event you do not want to miss!! Please see details elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Fall Marching Band Contests 
We usually take the marching band to two marching contests in late September early October depending upon schedules.  
We hope to have these dates posted on the Charms calendar in June.  If you do not have Grissom access to Charms yet, 

you can always check out the public calendar by using this login: grissomhsb. 

SCRIP NEWS 

Spring has Sprung 
Now that we are having some wonderful spring days, many of us are 
feeling the need to dig in the dirt.  Loweôs, Home Depot and Wal-mart 

have wonderful lawn and garden care centers.  Before you go to purchase that fertilizer or those 
beautiful spring annuals, make sure that you buy some scrip.  Then you will be able to benefit the 
band and your studentôs account while you are making your lawn beautiful.  Contact Monica 
Paceley at scrip@grissomband.org for more information or to order your scrip today. 

mailto:scrip@grissomband.org


The school year is coming to a close and it is important that all band students pay fee balances.  Keep in 
mind that band banquet tickets will go on sale very soon and they are provided free to band 
members whose band fees are paid in full.  Tickets will be available for sale to other family 
members of band students whose fees have been paid. 

If your student has credits remaining in his or her account, they can be used in three ways:  
to pay for band banquet tickets (contact Alice), to carry over to next year for the same stu-
dent, or to transfer to a sibling.  If you have questions concerning your account please con-
tact Alice. 

Please include your studentôs name on all checks. Thanks! 
 
Alice Searcy and Katrena Faddis 
treasurers@grissomband.org 
GBPA, PO box 4335, Huntsville, AL 35815 
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NOTES FROM THE TREASURERS 

These dates are very important for us and the students to have a successful band experience.  Please mark these dates 
on your calendars.  These are required rehearsals that cannot be made up due to learning new material at each session.  
PLEASE CONSULT THE COMPLETE CALENDAR ON THE GHS BAND WEBSITE (LINK TO CHARMS MUSIC)-
www.grissomband.org 

Color Guard Workshop       May 10-13 3:30-5:30 
Color Guard Auditions       May 17  3:30-5:30 
Leadership Workshops       May 18-20 3:30-5:00 
Color Guard Captain Auditions      May 25  1:30pm 
Drum Major Auditions       May 26  1:30pm 
Graduation (all underclassmen band members required)   May 27  7:30pm 
Rookie Camp (leadership and incoming 9th graders)   June 1-4 8am-12pm 
Guard Parent Info Meeting      June 1  6:00pm 
Rookie Parent Info Meeting      June 1  7:00pm 
Color Guard Camp 1 All color guard members   May 31st-June4 8am-3pm  
Color Guard Camp 2 All color guard members   June 28-July 2 8am-3pm 
Front Line Camp Front Line color guard only   July 12-16 TBA   
Percussion Dates:         
Hand out audition material to schools     April 
Audition Prep Clinic @ GHS Band Room     May 10  6-8pm 
Full Rehearsal (percussion from all 3 bands)    May 13  3:30-5:30 
Auditions @ GHS Band Room      May 17   6-8pm 
Competition Snare Focus Session     June 1  2p-6p 
Competition Tenor Focus Session     June 2  2p-6p 
Competition Bass Focus Session     June 3  2p-6p 
Pit and Football Band Drum line Sectional    June 4  2p-6p 
GHS Drum Camp         July 19-23 *9a-12p; *2p-6p, 7:30p-9p  
Pre-Camp   ALL MARCHING BAND MEMBERS  July 28-30 8am-12pm 
Band Camp  ALL MARCHING BAND MEMBERS  August 2-6 8-12/*1:30-4/*6-9pm 
End of Camp cookout All Band Member families   August 6 6pm 
           *competition band only 

Summer Calendar of Events 



 

On Guard 
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From the Color Guard:  
I would like to take this opportunity to Thank all of the guard girls and their parents for their support over the last two 
years. I have enjoyed working with the girls, their parents, Mr. Connell, Mr. Vernon and Stan. It takes a lot of support to 
get everything done for the Guard.  I know next year will be a great year and the girls will do a fabulous job, just as they 
have done as long as I have been associated with the Guard and the Grissom Band Program......eight years!  The 
Grissom    
Band Program has been a great experience for both of my children and I encourage each and every one of you to con-
tinue to support all of the activities of the band and color guard. The kids will learn things they are not able to learn any-
where else in their High School experience.  
One last piece of unfinished business. All the girls need to turn in their uniforms. There is a bin in the band room for them 
to put them in. Please make sure they wash the uniform before turning it in, place it in a plastic ziploc bag and put it in 
the bin.  
Thank you again!!  

 

You Are Invitedé 
Our banquet celebration is on Saturday, May 15 at 6:30 pm in Von Braun Center North Hall.  The 
banquet reservation cards have been mailed.  The seniors have chosen ñRave Partyò as the theme 
for this yearôs banquet.  At the banquet we will rejoice with our seniors as they complete high school.  
The Watkins Scholarship and Obermann Scholarship will be presented to our seniors. We will also 
recognize our freshmen for completing their first year in band by presenting them with their letter. 

Here is what you need to do if you want to attend the banquet: 

1.  You MUST return your bright yellow reservation card to claim your spot at the banquet.   
There is a limit of 400 allowed in the room, so get your cards returned as soon as possible.  The res-
ervations will be filled on a first come, first served basis. 

2.  The cost of your studentôs meal is included in your paid band fees, so your fees must be paid in 
full to attend the banquet. 

3.  If there is no reservation code  on your card, contact band Treasurer Alice Searcy to obtain your 
code and get answers to any questions about your unpaid fees. 

4.  If additional guests are joining your student at the banquet, please include their meal choices on 
the reservation card.  Also, you will need to send a check to cover the additional meals, or contact 
Alice Searcy to use your band credits for these expenses. 

5.  Return your reservation card  with your menu sections (and your check for additional meals) to 
Grissom BPA, P. O. Box 4335, Huntsville, AL  35815 or put it in the Treasurerôs box in the band 
room. 

6.  The deadline for returning the banquet reservation card is Wednesday, May 5.  We CAN-

NOT accept late reservations so donôt be late!!! 



We need everyoneôs help to update your information 
in Charms so we can be sure you receive all pertinent 
information and newsletters.  Inputting your own 
personal information (address, phone numbers, par-
entôs name) guarantees accuracy and means one per-
son does not have to do it all.  It is very simple!   

This site is very secure and no information is kept ñout thereò on a  web site.   All  information is encrypted 
and kept in a database and cannot be accessed by anyone except you and the band directors. 
You will log in with the following to access and update your own personal information: 
1. Go to www.charmsoffice.com 
2. Click in the Parent/Student Login 
3. In the School Code field, type grissomhsb 
4. Click Enter Charms 
5. In the Student ID/Password field type your student login.  This will be the same login you have used in 

the past.  Freshmen will use the same login you used in middle school. 
6. Click on Student Info to add the information requested. 
7. Be sure to click Update when finished. 

Charms Music 

Office Assistant 
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The end of the year is quickly approaching and with it comes the checking in and cleaning of all the uni-

forms.  Your assistance in expediting this process will enable the uniform committee to begin prepara-
tions for the upcoming year.  Parents please make sure your student has turned in all assigned pieces of 
their uniform.   

White Tennis Shoes .  We ask each member of the marching band to wear a pair of WHITE  tennis 
shoes to all marching band rehearsals.  These do not have to be $200.00 shoes.  Please make sure the 
primary color of the shoe is WHITE .  This helps the directors fix many foot problems during the season 
when they all are close to the same color.  

Summer Band Uniform .  Each band member is required to have a pair of Khaki shorts, WHITE  tennis 
shoes and WHITE  socks to wear with the band T -shirt for the first few football games.  We prefer knee 
length (or as close to that as possible) Khaki shorts for everyone.  The band T -shirt will be handed out before the first game.  Khaki 
shorts can become scarce toward the end of summer so you might want to start looking for them by the beginning of July.  

Uniform Fitting .  Uniform fittings will take place during the week of Pre -Band camp.  Each class will be assigned a specific time for 

fittings.  All new marchers will be required to order a pair of black marching shoes from the band at approximately $32.00.  Any vet-
eran marchers who need new shoes will order at this time also.  It is VERY important that ALL marching band members be fitted 
during the scheduled fitting time.  Black dress socks (NO low cut or crew cut) will be required once the band begins to perform in 
their marching uniforms.  Black dress socks will be available for purchase during uniform fittings for $3 a pair.  Black glov es will be 
sold prior to the first performance in uniform and before each game.   

Working with uniforms .  Volunteering to work with uniforms provides a great opportunity to get to know the students and parents.  
Having the ability to sew is helpful, but not required. There are several tasks that are performed at uniform fitting and thr oughout the 
year that require no sewing, just manpower.  If you are interested in helping with uniforms please contact Lisa Steves at uni-
forms@grissomband.org.  

Uniform News  

Concert News 
Volunteers are needed for the Band Concert May 7 and the Jazz Band Concert May 14.  If 
you can help contact Leigh Smith, concerts@grissomband.org. 
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