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ing in whatever way you 
can ï there is a place to fit 
anyone whoôs interested 
and itôs greatly appreciated.  
Just jump in! 

Be sure to check out the 
full fall schedule on 
Charms.  In addition to the 
football games, concerts 
and parades are lining up 
onto the calendar.  A fun 
filled fall! 

Our next band parent meet-
ings are August 23 followed  
by September 27at 7:00 
p.m.  I hope to see you 
there! 

June Malone 
president@grissomband.org 
256-881-3527 (home) 
256-520-6950 (cell) 
 

Hi Everyone ï 

Football season is upon us 
and what that really means 
is that marching band sea-
son is upon us!  The calen-
dar is full this fall with 
many opportunities to en-
joy the band.  The competi-
tion marching band will be 
competing in two events ï 
September 18 in Hender-
sonville, TN, and Septem-
ber 25 in Kingsport, TN 
(an overnight for the com-
petition band).  If youôve 
never been to a marching 
competition youôre in for a 
real treat ï full days of con-
tinuous half-time shows, 
musicians at their best, 
crowds full of enthusiasm, 
and energy beyond compre-
hension.  Consider making 
the trip to cheer on the 
Grissom band if possible ï 
you wonôt be sorry.  Be sure 
to check the football sched-
ule and mark the days on 
your calendars.  In addition 
to the competition band 
performing portions of 
their show at half-time for a 
sneak peek at their competi-
tion program, the pre-game 
show performed by the en-
tire football band is a fun, 

powerful and energy-filled 
show.  Football season 
game and parking tickets/
passes are available so con-
sider purchasing ahead. 

The concert bands also will 
be performing their first 
concert of the season Sep-
tember 11 ï the Max 
Hammond Concert.  This 
is a terrific patriotic tribute 
concert not to be missed. 

A sincere thank you to all 
of the volunteers.  The 
Grissom band family is 
amazing and it runs on you, 
the volunteers.  If you have 
not yet found a place to 
volunteer that fits your per-
sonality, time or style, there 
will be plenty more oppor-
tunities throughout the 
year.  Please consider help-

Presidentõs Message 

G R I S S O M  H I G H  S C H O O L 

August, 2010 

Grissom Band Parents 
Association, Inc. 

Important Dates: 

¶ Grissom vs Pell City: 

August 20, students 

report at 4:00 to Mil-

ton Frank Stadium 

¶ Band Parents Meet-

ing: August 23, 7pm 

¶ Grissom vs Lee:  Au-

gust 26, Milton Frank 

Stadium 

¶ Grissom vs Spark-

men: September 3, 

Milton Frank Stadium 

¶ Max Hammond Con-

cert Dress Rehearsal: 

September 8, 3:30 

¶ Grissom vs Buckhorn: 

September 10, at 

Buckhorn 

¶ Max Hammond Con-

cert: September 11, 

GHS Auditorium, 7:30 

¶ Grissom vs Bob 

Jones: September 17, 

Milton Frank Stadium 

¶ Marching Competi-

tion: September 18 

Hendersonville, TN 

¶ GHS vs Mountain 

Brook: September 24 

at Mountain Brook 

¶ Marching Competi-

tion: September 25 & 

26, Kingsport, TN 

¶ Band Parents Meet-

ing: September 27, 

7:00 

Directors: 
Bill Connell 
Theo Vernon 

The band will be going to 

one away game this foot-

ball season on Friday, 
Sept. 10, at Buckhorn 
High School.   We will 

be providing a catered 

dinner for your band stu-

dent that night.  The cost 

will be $10 for the 

meal.  It will appear on 

your student's financial 

statement. 



The 2010-11 version of the GHS Band is off and running!!  The 
students have worked extremely hard under very harsh 
weather conditions.  Their progress is to be commended.  This 
yearôs band has great potential to be one of the finest marching 
and concert bands in the history of Grissom High School.  
Whether the band can work and perform up to their ability level 
remains to be seen.  It will be most important for each student 
to dedicate him/herself to doing their very best at every re-
hearsal and performance.  Parents can help this process by 
being supportive and engaged in what your son/daughter is 
doing, not only in band, but with all their activities while in high 
school.  

After school marching band rehearsal schedule began the 
week of August 9. This runs up to Fall Break.  All rehearsals 
and performances are REQUIRED!! 

¶ Mondays 6-9pm Color Guard  

¶ Mondays 5-8pm Percussion  

¶ Mondays 3:30ð5:00 Pit 

¶ Mondays 5:00 p 7:30 Contest Battery Percussion 

¶ Tuesdays 6-8:30 All Members (Football Band members 6-
7pm only through Aug. 31st) Contest Band will continue 
Tuesdays and Thursdays until the last marching contest.  

¶ *Wednesday 3:30-5:30 Contest Band Members Only on 
weeks when we have Thursday games  

¶ *On Thursday games we will rehearse Thursdays 3:30-4:00  

¶ *Thursdays 6-8:30 Contest Band Members only  

¶ Fridays 3:30-4:00 All Members  

After Fall Break the marching band will meet on game days 
from 3:30-4:00pm with the exception of Homecoming week.  
For Homecoming we will rehearse the FULL marching band on 
Wednesday, October 13th from 3:30-4:15ish. 

IMPORTANT!!!  

THE JAMBOREE FOOTBALL GAME ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 
20 WILL BEGIN AT 5:00 PM!!!  THERE IS ANOTHER GAME 
SCHEDULED AFTER GRISSOM.  STUDENTS REPORT TO 
MILTON FRANK STADIUM AT 4:00 PM IN YOUR SUMMER 
UNIFORM.  MEET IN THE NORTH PARKING LOT NEXT TO 
THE SCORE BOARD.  THE GAME WILL BE OVER BY 7:30.  
PARENTS SHOULD PICK UP YOUR CHILD AT THAT TIME.  

Football Schedule  

The Fall 2010 football game schedule is posted on Charms. 
ALL marching band members (Contest and Football) are re-
quired to be in attendance at all football games.   All students 

Notes from  

the 

Directors 

Executive Board: 2010 - 2011 
President:  June Malone 

president@grissomband.org 
1st. Vice President:   Christy Kindred 

vp1@grissomband.org 
2nd. Vice President:   Tammy Lynn 

vp2@grissomband.org 
Treasurers: Craig Akridge & 

Katrena Faddis   
treasurers@grissomband.org 

Secretary:   Sharon Hamilton 
secretary@grissomband.org 

Committee Chairs 
Band Banquet: Mary Fountain, Sharon Hamil-

ton, Christy Kindred & Kandi Mair 
banquet@grissomband.org 

Chaperones:  Kathi Hathcock 
chaperones@grissomband.org 

Color Guard:  Donna McCrackin 
colorguard@grissomband.org 

Concerts:  Leigh Smith 
concerts@grissomband.org 

Fruit Sales:  Jeff & Jan Brewer 
fruitsales@grissomband.org 
Historian:  Kate Jobczynski  
historian@grissomband.org 

Hospitality:  Rachel Albritton 
hospitality@grissomband.org 

Newsletter:  Kim Broyles  
newsletter@grissomband.org 

Publicity:  Teri Mitchell 
publicity@grissomband.org 

Scrip:  Monica Paceley 
scrip@grissomband.org 
Spirit:  Cherry Hovik 

spirit@grissomband.org 
Stadium Setup:  Keith Thompson 

setup@grissomband.org 
Transportation:  Jean Sabourin 
transportation@grissomband.org 

Trucks:  Howard Wingo 
trucks@grissomband.org 
Uniforms:  Patti Preston 

uniforms@grissomband.org 
Vipers/VBC Coordinators:  Mary Fountain & 

Sharon Hamilton 
vbc@grissomband.org 
Ways & Means:  TBD 

waysmeans@grissomband.org 
Webmaster:  Melanie Baeske 
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are expected to remain with the band for the entire game.  Students are not excused to leave early unless they have 
prior authorization from the band directors. 

Marching Band Contests  

We are very excited about the two marching contests the band will compete in this September.  Our first one will be in 
Hendersonville, TN for the Hendersonville Golden Invitational on September 18th. ALL FOOTBALL BAND MEMBERS 
attend this contest.  A clinic will be held immediately after our performance with a couple of the evaluators to give us im-
mediate feedback on our performance.  This will be a very educational experience!  Our second contest will be in Kings-
port, TN at the Dobyns-Bennett High School Invitational on September 25th. CONTEST BAND MEMBERS ONLY  will go 
to this contest.  This show will bring in some heavy hitters from Tennessee, Kentucky and Virginia.  The contest band 
only will travel to Kingsport, TN and spend the night and return on Sunday, September 26th in the afternoon.  We will be 
staying at the Hampton Inn Kingsport, TN.  There is a $40.00 charge for this trip that has been added to your account in 
Charms.  This cost covers the hotel for one night, chaperone cost and a deluxe breakfast on Sunday morning.  This pay-
ment is due NO LATER than September 1st.  We must send payment and room lists to the hotel by September 6th so 
your attention to this in a timely fashion is greatly appreciated.  Please make checks out to Grissom Band Parents and 
be sure to write your studentôs name on the check and what the check is for.  

2010-2011 Band Calendar  

The 2010-2011 band calendar has been posted on Charms, www.charmsoffice.com.   Ninety Eight percent of all band 
activities are posted, so please check them out so you will have no conflicts.  Login to the Parent/Student Login: 
grissomhsb to get to the public calendar. You may also login to your studentôs account using their ID/password. If you 
have forgotten that ID contact one of the board members for assistance.  

PLEASE REMEMBER: ALL PERFORMANCES AND REHEARSALS OF THE ENSEMBLE IN WHICH YOUR CHILD IS 
ENROLLED ARE REQUIRED. BAND IS A PERFORMANCE BASED CLASS. THEREFORE, ATTENDANCE AND PAR-
TICIPATION IN ALL PERFORMANCES IS A VERY LARGE PART OF THE STUDENTSô GRADE. THERE IS NO WAY 
TO TAKE A ñMAKE- UPò PERFORMANCE LIKE A ñMAKE-UPò TEST!!  

**Your son/daughter will not pass band for a grading period (9 weeks) if they have an unexcused absence from a per-
formance during that grading period. Excuses for missing performances are listed in the GHS Band Handbook on the 
Grissom Band Web site at www.grissomband.org. These include illness with a doctorôs excuse, family emergency (death 
in the family, etc.) or a situation that has been discussed with the band directors prior to the performance. Twenty-four 
hours does not constitute prior notification.  

Band T -Shirts  

The summer uniform t-shirts will be distributed to all football band students Wednesday, August 18 after school.  
PLEASE REMEMBER YOU MUST HAVE PAID YOUR BAND FEES BEFORE YOUR SON/DAUGHTER ARE AL-
LOWED TO PICK UP THEIR SHIRTS.  PLEASE REFER TO YOUR CHARMS ACCOUNT FOR BALANCES DUE.  If 
you do not know your password for Charms please ask the band directors.   

Private Lessons  

If your child is not taking private lessons on their band instrument, we STRONGLY encourage you to begin those les-
sons soon.  Your child is your most important investment and private lessons on their instrument are a very worthwhile 
endeavor.   Please contact the band directors for information.   You wonôt regret it!! 

September 11th Concert  

Sept. 6-11. Marching band rehearsals, concert dress rehearsal, football game, and concert. WHEW! 

Even though weôre in the beginnings of marching season, we have a sit-down concert on Saturday, September 11th at 
7:30pm.  ALL THREE concert bands will perform.  This is a required performance.  This concert is in honor of Max 
Hammond, a former GHS band student that died in the 9/11 tragedy in 2001.  We also honor all those who lost their lives 
during this tragic event.  This is a donation-only concert and all proceeds go to the Max Hammond Instrument Fund.  
Patriotic music will be performed and the Grissom Concert Choir will also perform.  There will be a dress rehearsal on 
Thursday, September 9th after school from 3:30-4:15ish.  ALL BAND MEMBERS are required to be here. We will then 
have our regular marching band rehearsal that evening from 6:00-8:30 with Contest Band. 

SEC Tumbler Fundraiser  

To help you and your student earn some funds to help with band expenses we will kick off an SEC Tumbler Fundraiser 
very soon.  These are great items that we think will sell big.  Students will sell on a volunteer basis and prizes will be of-
fered.  More details forthcoming when we hand out the brochures. 

 



Most of you have already paid all or a portion of your fees for band. If you have 
made no attempt to pay these fees or complete a promissory note concern-
ing this matter, your child will not be allowed to receive their band t -shirt at 
the end of August. Your child will not be allowed to perform without a band  
t-shirt. This is part of our summer uniform, which includes Khaki shorts, white 
socks and white tennis shoes. Please make arrangements to take care of this 
matter as soon as possible. If you have any questions concerning what you owe 
please check your Charms account (website address is listed above óVarsity 
Football Gamesô).  

**Remember those of you that are Concert Only or Jazz Band Only students owe your fees too. Please check 
Charms or contact the treasurers or directors to see what your balance is.  

Craig Akridge (treasurer handling student accounts and fee payments) 
Katrena Faddis -  (treasurer handling bill payment) 
treasurers@grissomband.org   

We need everyoneôs help to update your information 
in Charms so we can be sure you receive all pertinent 
information and newsletters.  Inputting your own 
personal information (address, phone numbers, par-
entôs name) guarantees accuracy and means one per-
son does not have to do it all.  It is very simple!   

This site is very secure and no information is kept 
ñout thereò on a  web site.   All  information is en-
crypted and kept in a database and cannot be accessed 
by anyone except you and the band directors. 

You will log in with the following to access and up-
date your own personal information: 

1. Go to www.charmsoffice.com 
2. Click in the Parent/Student Login 
3. In the School Code field, type grissomhsb 
4. Click Enter Charms 
5. In the Student ID/Password field type your stu-

dent login.  This will be the same login you have 
used in the past.  Freshmen will use the same 
login you used in middle school. 

6. Click on Student Info to add the information re-
quested. 

7. Be sure to click Update when finished. 
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Charms Music 

Office Assistant 

Max Hammond Memorial Concert  

Sept. 11, 2010  7:30 p.m.  

The bandôs first concert of the year will be held on 
Sept. 11, 2010 at 7:30.  You wonôt want to miss this 
moving performance of all three bands and the cho-
ral department in honor of former band member 
Max Hammond.  Here are some concert basics: 

-The concert begins at 7:30 p.m.  This concert is a 
benefit to the Memorial Fund and is donations only, 
so no tickets will be sold.  The auditorium will open 
to seating at 7:00. 

- Student report times are as follows:  Concert band 
on stage warming up at 6:45;  Sym II in band room 
warming up at 7:00;  Sym I seated in auditorium at 
7:15, to warm up in band room following Concert 
band performance. 

- CDs and DVDs of the performance may be or-
dered before and after the event for $12 and $15 
respectively.   

- Our students work hard and deserve our attention.  
Please be courteous and TURN OFF CELL 
PHONES, and remember NOT TO ENTER OR 
EXIT the auditorium during a performance, wait for 
applause.   

If you would like to volunteer to help at this concert 
or any future ones, please email me at Con-
certs@grissomband.org.  

Leigh Smith 
 

Treasurerôs Report 

mailto:Concerts@grissomband.org
mailto:Concerts@grissomband.org
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Grissom Band  

Night  
at 

 

Friday, August 27th    
Join us at Shaggyôs 11:00 AM to 10:00 PM and 20% of your check total* 
will be donated to Grissom Band!" 

Bring all of your family and friends!! 

Letôs raise some cash!!  
Shaggyôs Burgers and Tacos ï 1267 Enterprise Way, Suite 

*Donation percentage is applied to check total before sales tax. Each guest must present this 
flyer to participate. Flyers will be available at the order counter the night of the event. 

 



Weather permitting the first game in uniform will be September 3.  The required uniform 
for the first few games will be khaki shorts , white tennis shoes and white socks.  The 
shirt the band will be wearing will be passed out a few days prior to the first game. 

Parents while your child is wearing their band uniform they are only allowed to drink wa-
ter . The uniforms are very expensive and need to be worn with care. Remind your stu-
dent not to lean on the fences, the uniforms will rip and are not easily fixed. If we all 
watch out for the uniforms and help take care of them, the uniforms will last longer and 
the band will look professional. 

Black crew socks and gloves will be required when the band begins to wear their march-
ing uniforms. These items will be sold before the games for $3 per pair. 

A deep felt ñThank youò to all who helped during uniform fittings and to those helping with the alterations. If 
you plan to be at the games, please consider helping with distributing and picking up the plumes for the half 
time performance. If chasing feathers is not for you, then join us the day after the game to check and brush 
off the uniforms. Additional help is needed to put uniforms on their correct carts once they are returned from 
the dry cleaners. 

If you have any questions you may contact Lisa or myself at uniforms@grissomband.org  

Patti Preston & Lisa Steves 
Uniforms 

Scrip is an easy way to earn money for the band and for your studentôs account.  

The Great Lakes Scrip Center sells giftcards to the band at less than face value.  The band then sells the gift-
cards at face value.  How does that help you?  When you purchase one of these giftcards, you designate your 
student to receive the credit.  The band takes the money that they made from the sell of the giftcard and splits 
that profit with 40 % going to your designated studentôs account and 60 % going to the band general fund.  
The amount will vary by merchant.  If you know you are going to shop at a particular retailer or go to a particu-
lar restaurant, why not use a giftcard and get part of that money credited to your studentôs account?  It may 
not seem like a lot, but the more you buy, the quicker it will add up.   

We keep a limited selection of Scrip on hand but check the band website at www.grissomband.org to see the 
full list of Scrip merchants that we can order from. If you have any questions as to how the program works or 
you would like to place an order, contact Monica Paceley at scrip@grissomband.org.  
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Scrip Fundraising 

 

"Marching" t-shirts for parents will be ordered ONE TIME ONLY on 
Sept 7.  There is lots of other spirit wear available also. 

There is also a link on the band website for you to print an order 
form. 

Feel free to call, text, or email me at spirit@grissomband.org if you have any questions.  Go Tigers!!!!   
Cherry Hovik 
Spirit Chair 
256-337-4848 

Uniform News 

Spirit News!  

mailto:uniforms@grissomband.org
mailto:spirit@grissomband.org


WANT TO WORK OFF BAND FEES? 

Work off your band dues by working at the VBC in concessions.  You earn $5 for 
every hour you work and that money is applied to your childôs fees.  I will have a 
signup sheet at the Band Parent Meeting on Aug 23rd. If you have any questions 
please let me know. 

Thanks 
Mary Fountain, vbc@grissomband.org 
256-527-2864 

                                 ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER  

Grissom Band sends monthly newsletters electronically to save on printing and postage.  
We will need your help to accomplish  this. Please be sure your e-mail address is up-to-date 
in Charms.  If you do not have access to e-mail, or you know that will not be an effective 
way for us to communicate with you, please let Kim Broyles, newsletter@grissomband.org,  
know and we will continue to send you a paper copy.  The newsletter is a vital communica-
tion tool you canôt afford to miss.   
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Band Bulletin board  

                      TRUCK DRIVERS NEEDED 

We are looking for volunteers to drive the band trucks to and from events this fall.  No 
special license is required and the student truck crews do all the loading and unload-
ing.  If you are interested in helping this season, please contact Howard Wingo at 
hwingo@sra-hsv.com or call: (256) 683-8487. 

 CHAPERONE OPPORTUNITIES  

Chaperones are needed for the competitions and away games listed below.  If you are 
interested in chaperoning and/or have questions about chaperoning please email me, 
Kathi Hathcock,  at chaperones@grissomband.org.   

 
Competitions:  
Sept 18 ï Hendersonville, TN (Football and Contest Band)  
Sept 25 - Kingsport, TN (Contest Band, Overnight Trip) 
Away Games:  
Sept 10 ï Buckhorn (Football and Contest Band)  
Sept 24 ï Mountain Brook (Contest Band)  

 

mailto:chaperones@grissomband.org


Notarized medical forms and insurance 
forms must be on file before your child can 
travel with the band.   We still need forms for 
60+ students.  Please turn in forms to the band 
room as soon as possible , and no later 
than  August 27

th
.    Medical forms are also 

due now for students that are only in the Jazz 
Bands and Concert Band.  Both forms are 
available in the Handouts section of Charms at 
www.charmsoffice.com.    

  

 

The minutes from the April Band Parentôs meeting are posted on the web site. 
www.grissomband.org 
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WATER 

NEEDED!  

 

 

 

Please Bring in  

 two cases if you 
haven't already.  

Water bottles 
are iced down 
and given to the 
students during 
the third quar-
ter of each foot-
ball game.   

Medical Forms Needed! 

http://www.charmsoffice.com

